
OnTARiO SChOOL LiBRARy ASSOCiATiOn

President’s 
Report
Ruth hall

The Teaching Librarian    volume 17, no. 3      9

OnTARiO SChOOL LiBRARy ASSOCiATiOn

President’s 
Report
Ruth hall

2010 OSLa council

Ruth Hall
President 

Earl Haig Secondary School
Toronto District School Board

hallruth@gmail.com

Paul Kay
Past President

Northlea E & M School
Toronto District School Board

paul.kay@tdsb.on.ca

Roger Nevin
Vice President

Adam Scott CVI
Toronto District School Board

roger@oslacouncil.org

Beth McEwen
Treasurer

King  George Public School
Upper Grand District School Board

beth.mcewen@ugdsb.on.ca

Diana Maliszewski
Magazine Editor

Agnes Macphail Public School
Toronto District School Board

TingLeditor@gmail.com

Lindsay Brennan
Martha Cullimore Public School

District School Board of Niagara
lindsay.brennan@dsbn.edu.on.ca

Colette Denomme 
 H.B. Beal Secondary School 

 Thames Valley District School Board
co.denomme@tvdsb.on.ca

Elizabeth MacDonald
Bayridge Secondary School

Limestone District School Board

Lisa Dempster
Riverdale Collegiate Institute

Toronto District School Board
lisa.dempster@tdsb.on.ca

Susan Peel
Website Editor

Lincoln Alexander Public School
York Region District School Board

susan.peel@yrdsb.edu.on.ca

June Rysinski
Corpus Christi School
Thunder Bay Catholic 
District School Board

jrysinsk@tbcdsb.on.ca

The	learning	commons	presents	the	opportunity	to	connect	learners	to	physical	and	virtual	
resources,	and	to	embrace	ICT	(information	communication	technology)	and	social	media	
tools	to	engage	and	connect,	enhancing	learning	opportunities	for	teachers	and	students	
alike.	It	represents	a	tall	order	for	us	as	school	library	professionals	because	it	demands	
embracing	new	technologies	and	new	ways	of	learning,	but	our	students	demand	no	less	of	
us.		To	remain	relevant	in	education	we	must	move	beyond	defining	ourselves	by	traditional	
library	spaces	and	materials.	

	 As	part	of	 this	 call	 to	a	new	vision	 for	 school	 libraries,	OSLA	has	 joined	with	
other	library	associations	across	the	country	to	sponsor	a	research	symposium	examining	
the	 future	 of	 school	 libraries.	 We	 know	 that	 “in	 too	 many	 schools	 in	 Canada,	 library	
programs  remain	 marginal	 to	 K-12	 education”	 (“Call”,	 Treasure Mountain Canada).		
The	 symposium,	 called	 Treasure	 Mountain	 Canada,	 is	 modelled	 on	 the	 work	 of	 David	
Loertscher’s	 school	 library	 retreats,	 held	 biannually	 in	 the	 U.S.	 since	 1982.	 This	 first	
ever	Canadian	event	has	been	created	as	a	catalyst	to	the	development	of	much	needed	
scholarly	studies	and	grassroots	research	in	order	to	connect	school	libraries	to	the	larger	
education	landscape	and	to	identify	the	practices	which	will	ensure	the	best	school	library	
programs	for	all	students.	The	retreat	will	be	held	in	Edmonton	just	prior	to	the	annual	
CLA	conference	in	June,	2010.	

	 While	the	research	builds,	we	can	all	be	working	on	our	individual	practice.	Once	
again	this	summer,	for	those	of	you	who	could	not	attend	Super	Conference	or	who	are	
looking	 for	 learning	opportunities	outside	of	 the	school	year,	OTF	will	 sponsor	a	3-day	
library	camp.	This	year’s	theme	–	School	Library	as	Learning	Commons:	integrating	new	
technologies	with	traditional	roles.	Watch	for	more	information	on	the	OTF	website,	at	
your	school,	and	from	OSLA.	Celebrate	the	opportunities	for	ongoing	learning	that	make	
our	work	in	school	libraries	exciting,	vibrant,	challenging,	ever-changing	and	never	dull.	z
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