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Biography: 
People (in the 920s) @ your library

“Discretion is not the better part of 
biography.”—Lytton Strachey

Steve Fossett (businessman and adventurer) to 
Jennifer Doudna (Biochemist at Berkeley) and 
Duane Chapman (the bounty hunter “Dog”). At 
the back, the publishers provide a classification 
by profession (i.e. business, film, literature, 
philanthropy, science, social activism, etc.) 
which may help with assignments for specific 
courses such as Careers. There are also 
shorter obituaries for that year. The individual 
Yearbooks cost about $160 US, but contain 
hundreds of sufficiently long articles, 
which are very well-researched and 
include primary source quotations, 
and a suggested readings list, and 
so can truly be considered an appropriate 
academic print research source.
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My favourite and most invaluable resource 
for biographies is The Dictionary of World 
Biography. The Index is organized by Area 
of Achievement, Geographical Location, and 
Subject, which makes it a very useful resource. 
Students love this reference and use it regularly.
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