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Library Board Member 
the-Lake Library questionnaire 
is with local historian Dr. Rld1-
11J'd D. Merritt, the au1boc of On 

11,e Niagam.--on-the-1.Ake Co111111011 Gror,11d and Trai11i11g 
Publi.- library board and staff for Armageddon. 
are i11terested ,,, exploring the An ophthalmologist by 
,pecifJ/ place books, readi11g, s/o- profession, he bas had a lifcloug 
rytelling and libmries hold in die interest in Niagara's history. He 
hearlf; of 011r commu11ity mem- is currently writing a narrative 
bers. 71,e po111et of the wri//en biography of Six Nations Chief 
and sp<1ke11 word, the end,am- George Henry Martin John­
me,rt of libmries and d,ildhood so,1, Tcyonhehkwen, father of 
memories of time spent .,,f1h celebr-ated poct. Pauline John­
books, creates a pm.found tape:s- son. In 2017 he was named a 
try of e,1101io11s 1md experieuces. LlvingLandroark by the Nlaga-

Thi!I q11estio1111aire prompts ra FoundaJ:ion for his cot\tribu­
i11lrospection and rejlectio11, lions to heritage preservation 
offering a u11iq11e Jens d1ro11gl1 iu Niagara. 
111/tic!, to examine tlte bond be- Q. What kinds of books 
tween readers and their connec­
tion ro books, storytelling and 
libraries. 

Walch this space for ilucr­
views \\1th an an-ay of interest­
ing community mei.nbers. 

This week's Nlagar.i.-on-

are you reading now? 
Usually l read a book mn­

nected with my research, and at 
the same time somcthing com­
pletdy unrelated Right now it 
;ust happens to be Teci,mseli~ 
Bones (by Guy St-Denis. r Just 

finished Dead Maus Wilke 
(by Paul Doiron), a murder 
mystery set in Maine. rm also 
enjoying Wlrat I Wish I Said, 
by local author failne Wat~ 
a columnist for the Toronto 
Star. The various chapters be­
gin with what he wrote 011 a 
particular subject, followed by 
his 'second thoughts' abom the 
same subjecL 

Q. Do you remember what 
it was like when you learned 
lo read? 

I grew up iu London, OnL, 
but my family was originally 
from ihe Niagara area Lat<1r 
l return,'t! to my roots, prac­
tised medicine and raised a 
fumily with my wife, the late 
Dr. Nancy Smith. I first became 
interested in local history as a 
)Oung boy while visiting my 
great-great aw1ts and uncle 
who lived in the family home 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, and 
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t.l1ey \\Ould fill my imagination 
with stories of the old da)'S-

I have very early memories 
of rrry mother n."ading to me a 
little book \\~th sewn words on 
clot.I, pages called Tltree Utt/e 
Kittens. Later, I was enthralled 
by my maternal grandfarl1er 
reading OUL loud, JJie Adve11-
t11res of Tom Sawyer and Huck­
le/Jerry Pim, as well as Tlt'asure 
Island. When l started reading 
on my own I enjoyed Enid Bly­
tons advent= books, and of 
course the Hardy Boys series. I 
especially remember Paddle lo 

tlte Sea by Hulling B. Hollings 
- I really loved that book and 
J still do! 

I also recall some books 
my father liked - Uie British 
Chums Boys Annuals. 

My dad had enjoyed tllem 
in the '20s and 'JOs and happi­
ly passed the;n on to me. They 
were big books, on cheap paper 
but they had some colourful 
illustraJ:ions and wonderful 
stories that boys could rclate to. 

Q. What do you remem­
bcrabout going lo the library? 

There was a large down­
town library in London, Out 
!-lowevcr, I don't rt.•member 
going lo the library so mw:h 

10 take out books as there was 
a lending library in our public 
sd1ool At about 12 years of 
age, an aunt gave me u fami­
ly uee and Ll\al n.'llUy piqued 
my inter<.'S! iu fumily and local 
history. l started visiting the 
local history section of the lo­
cal library - the first of many 
sud1 expeditions 10 reference 
libraries in Canada and the 
United States since. Of course, 
the Internet and digitized re­
cords have revolutionized such 
1-esearch practices. 

Q. Where does your love 
of reading come from? 

I have 10 say that when J 
was growing up, the ,'<lucation 
system in Ontario was pretty 
remarkable. Y..~1cn I think of 
the literarure we were cxpooed 
lo - Shakespeare, Dickens, 
Hemingway, Conrad and so 
forth as part of the high sdiool 
L-urriculurn - I still read t.liem 
over again. However, when I 
got lnto pre-med at Western 
U. l simply had no tinle to read 
anything other than scientific/ 
medical textbooks through 
my JO plus years of post-high 
school education. Occasionally 
lei pick up ;1 James Bond pa­
perback just for diversion, buL 

quite simply I didn't have tlmr 
for casual reading. 

After I finally finished my 
fotmal education and became 
a practising ophthalmologist, I 
had a bit more lime 10 pursue 
furtber my interest in the ricl1 
heiitage of tbe Niagara area 
lu tl1e meantime, Ill)' late wife, 
who was also an ophthalmol­
ogist, joined a book club. She 
would mme home with rec­
onunendations which I would 
occasionally read as well. 

Q. What do you like about 
libraries? 

l use th~ inter-librar)' luau 
sen~ce, whicl1 allows me to ob­
tain books and microfilm tapes 
from other libr-.uies. This has 
been extremely helpful l have 
also ,pent many hours on our 
library's microfilm reader to re­
view t.l1e library's extensive col­
lection of microfilms on local 
subjects. Fo,tunatcly, Libmry 
and Archives Canada in Otta­
\,':! has now digitized many o( 

their old microfilm tapes as weU 
as many other records in their 
coUection and t.l1ese are now 
n.'lldily available on Ll1c Jntcr­
ue~ which I can access at home. 

Continued on page 7 


