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Painting is an inexpensive way to transform just about
© any space. Many people paint the interiors of their
~ homes, but home exteriors also can undergo dramatic
— makeovers with fresh coats of paint. Timing the job right
‘;and heeding some tips from professionals and do-it-
© yourselfers who have tread the painting path before you
s can make the job go smoothly.

Consider the time of year

Consider local weather patterns and forecasts when
- planning an exterior painting project. Choose a time of
Z year when there is little rain and low humidity, such as
© autumn. Keep in mind that the paint will require a couple
E; of days to dry completely and cure, and that can be dif-
= ficult in damp weather. Don't hamper the final outcome
with poor timing.
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Prepare the painting surfaces
Resist the temptation to start painting straight
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Improve your home's curb appéal with the stroke of a brush

away. Paint may not adhere to unprepared surfaces,
and dirt and other debris may show through and
mar the finished product. Repainting a home's ex-
terior will likely involve removing peeling or chipping
paint prior to making your first strokes. Wear pro-
tective gear when scraping, sanding or brushing old
paint, as such tasks can generate dust that can

be dangerous to inhale, particularly if the old paint
contains lead.

Employ a chlorine bleach solution to kill any mil
dew and to scrub any dirt from the house. In addr-
tion, repair any cracks or imperfections. For example,
if you're painting stucco, you may have to fill in any
pitting or holes. Use this opportunity to inspect caulk-
ing around windows and doors. Recaulk as needed to
seal up drafty areas or those that may cause water
infiltration prior to painting.

Prime and cover stains
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It may be a little extra work, but apply a qual-
ity primer as the first coat to hide any imper-
fections, such as wood knots or discolouration
from weathering. Primer provides a smooth,
even surface upon which to put your paint co-
lour. Once you have applied the primer, test your
paint colour in a small, inconspicuous spot to
see how the colour looks in the daylight. You do
not want to paint the entire home only to find
out you dislike the colour.

Try these painting techniques

Rent a paint sprayer for large surface areas.
The sprayer will produce a more uniform applica-
tion and is less time-consuming than painting ev-
erything with a brush or roller. Make sure you've
chosen a high-quality paint, as the added expense
is worth it if the paint lasts longer and coats more
evenly. Also, if you have purchased multiple cans
of paint, mix them all in one large bucket to en-
sure the same colour; otherwise, the colours may
not match per.actly.

The experts at Home and Gardan Television
recommend working your way from top to bottom
in a smooth, controlied manner, overlapping each
stroke by eight inches. Trim and hard-to-reach
areas should be left for brush work so you can
maintain control over your tools.

If you are painting areas like steps or staircases,
consider adding a little finegrain sand to the paint to
improve traction, as paint can be slippery when wet.

If painting your home's exterior is beyond your
capabilities, hire a professional. He or she will get
the work done in a timely manner, and you can rest
assured that the job will be done correctly. (MCG)
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