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Agencies team up to butt out contraband tobacco sales

By David Lea

METROLAND WEST MEDIA GROUP

People who purchase bags of illegal
cigarettes are being asked to stop
and think about where their money
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Crime Stoppers of Halton and the
National Coahtion Agamnst Con

traband 1Obacco
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launched a joint cam

paign in Oakwville ThIS 5 nO{ d and usage of contra
its aimed at raising an]& mn‘E band tobacco:’
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|1'1]‘H cigarettes are asrn'awth'nk and former Toronto

being used to fund
crniminal activity across
southern Ontano

Contraband tobacco Norm Belletfont zime problem 9|Dbﬂ||y, but

F”“Li"“ 1S, mainly ¢ 1ga Lhaw. Maltor

rettes, are not manu
factured in accredited facilities nor
do they pay excise, income or any

> other taxes. Access to illegal ciga

* rettes 1s fuelling youth smoking

Contraband tobacco also funds or
ganized cnme, said Cnime Stoppers
of Halton Chair Norm Bellefontaine
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pert Mortgage l.mm hed the Lisa

New program provides emergency
mortgage loans to homeowners

This 1S not a victimless crime as
many think. We are all affected from
the loss of tax revenues. the In

crease in health nsks to our youths . ‘
and crime 1n our ”"“]h'""”l‘lf‘bnd\ \\\ega\ c‘gar nes .mt

Come sopper iy suppors e NG

efforts of the coalition to end con
traband tobacco availability and
encourages law-abiding citizens to
provide anonymous
tips related to manu
facture, storage, sale

NCACT spokesperson

police ofhcer Gary
” Grant said contraband
tobacco 1S a major

Cnme Stogpers  is  shockingly preva-
lent in Ontario, where

one in every three cigarettes pur

chased is contraband.

Grant said Halton is situated along,

what he called, the "Contraband

Corndor’

It, he said, runs along Hwy. 401,

from Windsor to Cornwall, and
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Licensed Mortgage Agent problem with the program

Pulcini, Expert Mort When questioned on how

85-Alive” program in Ontar gage’s “B5-Alive” representa she plans on making pay
0. The concept was simple tive for Milton, says, “We're ments on her mortgage
as long as you had a pulse, seeing mostly homeowners when she has no income,
Expert Mortgage would pro behind on mortgage and Anita responds, "We were
vide you with a home equity property taxes. The banks four months behind on our
loan, up to 8BS per centof the are refusing to restructure mortgage and they saved
value of your property. No their loans. Many of these our house. My husband has
job required Bad credit, OK people have lost jobs due to  been unemployed for nine

The reason why Expert the bad economy.. ortheyre months He wont be un
Mortgage could offer a "'no  self-employed Unless you employed forever We used

questions asked™ lending are

a perfect applicant, the the 85-Alive loan to pay off

program, while the major bank doesnt want to talk all our debt We also had

banks could not, 1s that they toyou’
But not everyone con in the bank for emergencies

represent over 200 private

525,000 left over that we put

lenders who lend strictly on  dones Expert Mortgage's And to make life easy, they

properly value These sub easy lﬂndlm; critena. A lo worked it out so we have no
prime lenders 2P ialize In cal real estate agent with 25 mortgage payments for 1,
mortgage chents who have vears of experience, who has months’
had some bad luck, and asked 1o remain anonNnymous For more details on the
need a helping hand untl says, “When this market turns ‘85-Alive” program, contact
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The program has been It's utter fimancial suicide for 1-B00-762-519]
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Mortgaqge can barely keep ING MONey away S0 2asily 1
up with the volume of chients without the ability to
call s hl*'[; fund this un make payments I'd be sur
expectedly large number prised if theyre still in busi
of borrowers, it has part ness hive years trom now

red up with dozens more Nonetheles: homeown

private lenders ers
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Crime Stoppers of Halton Chair Norm Bellefontaine (nght) and National Coalition Against Contraband Tobacco

spokesperson Gary Grant launch a campaign against contraband tobacco

Graham Paine / Metroland West Media Group (Follow on Twitter @halton photog)

J.SCOTF EARLY
FUNERAL HOME

1 Dn. Evanae Taoean

ﬁﬁ#!hfL:,ffIirq el OO

A full range of family services

Email or call us
and we will be happy
to answer any questions
you may have.

The Fieldstone Centre

Indvidual & Family Counselling
Marmage Counselling

Lawyer tor Separation & Dvorce
Family Mediation

e Wills & Powers of Attormey
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THE FIELDSTONE CENTRE

Serving Milton for over 20 years » www fieldstonecentre com
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