Town ‘unreasonable’ i n parkmg hcket mcldent, says homeowner

By Rachael Williams
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

A Milton man is accusing Town staff of be- #_;,:j
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Ing “punitive and completely unreasonable
for handing out parking tickets to an entire
street, after residents were told they couldn’t
use their driveways.

Lou Mustillo, 37, was cutting his grass on
Hincks Drive when he noticed a municipal
bylaw officer ticketing cars for being in a
‘no parking anytime” zone. Mustillo said he
wouldn’t of thought anything of it, except in
this case residents on the street were unable
to use their driveways because the home-
builder, Beaver Hall Homes, was adding a sec-
ond layer of asphalt.

“This infuriated me. We have no choice but
to park our vehicles on the street and their
(Town of Milton) response was to ticket us?
That doesn’t sound right to me,” he said.

He contacted his local councillor, Colin Best,
with the hope of getting these tickets re-
scinded, but said all he received back was an
email, forwarded by Best from Town staff, ex-
plaining the parking bylaws in his area. Best
said he advised Mustillo to park on the op-
posite side of the street, where parking was
allowed, as he saw spaces available when he
drove by the area. Mustillo said he contacted

Exclusively at

e il ——— S S i el i e -

Sherkston Shores
Carefree RV Resort 1S

" " : , b i.‘?. A
§ . i |rF-""' 3T
—p—“—-ﬂw—-‘!—‘% ‘ I——-—ﬂ-———b—-dH /
% ¥ me

" THE BLACK DIAMOND
VACATION COTTAGE

Smart

Shores.

1-844-894-7300

490 Empire Road,
Sherkston, ON

design,
craftsmanship come together in dramatic fashion for
an experience you will only find at Sherkston Shores.
Black Diamond cottages are exclusive to Sherkston
These cottages offer the feel of a much larger
contemporary living space in a more efficient footprint.
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Lou Mustillo is upset with the Town for handing out parking tickets while Hincks Drive driveways

the Mayor’s office, but did not hear back.

“It’s frustrating when you have a concern and
want to talk to someone and they don't want
to hear what you have to say,” he said.

Paul Cripps, the Town'’s Director of Engineer-
Ing Services, said residents received a notice
dated July 10 from the developer, which out-
lined they could park on the street overnight,
but that they shouldn’t park in the prohibited

were being paved by the homebuilder.
Graham Paine / Metroland West Media Group

areas, as they would be subject to enforce-
ment — in this case, a $20 ticket.

With the street being too small to accommo-
date all of the resident vehicles, Mustillo said
the Town should have offered a 48-hour ex-
emption of the parking bylaws.

Stressed Mustillo, “the whole thing is com-
pletely unreasonable. It's punitive. And quite
frankly it borders on an abuse of power”
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Cripps said it comes down to safety. Parking oa
Is not permitted on both sides of the road for £,
emergency access reasons. He added, the five- @
hour parking bylaw, which is enforced on all
town streets, and the no parking from 2 to 6 a.m.
rule are not being exercised on Hincks Drive.
John Inglis, a lawyer for O'Connor Macleod
Hanna LLP with an expertise in municipal cas-
es, said municipalities are given by the courts
a wide range of enforcement.

“A bylaw is made for general situations, not
specifics,” he said, adding that in most cases, a
bylaw violation will come down to sentencing.
Some judges will have discretion depending
on the circumstances of the case.

Mustillo said discretion should have occurred =
at the municipal level before the tickets were <
Issued, as it put residents in a Catch-22 situa-
tion — unable to use their driveways or their
street yet risking a parking ticket.

His goal is to spark a conversation in hopes it
will convince Town staffers that when some-
thing like this happens, to “use care and dili-
gence in exercising their duties.”

“All 'm asking for is some kind of discussion 3
here as opposed to just repeating to me what
the rules are,” said Mustillo, who didn't even get
ticketed, but was aggravated with the situation.
In the simplest of terms, Inglis said, “there’s
lots of things in municipal law that aren't fair”
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modern materials and expert

Just 90 minutes from Greater Toronto, Sherkston Shores
features 560 acres of landscape and two and a half miles
of beachfront cottages, with luxury amenities including
swimming pools, water-park, tennis courts, restaurants,
live entertainment and non-stop family fun.

Open

Our Information Centre will be open throughout the summer, so please
drop by to learn more, ask questions, or share your feedback on the
Milton Logistics Hub.
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Information Centre

61 James Snow Parkway, Unit 202
Weekdays open 12 to 8 p.m
Saturdays open 9am. to 2 p.m

milton@cn.ca - www.cnmilton.ca
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@CNandMilton - 1.800.216.9466
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