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Residents share ideas at meeting on provincial land use

By Rachael Williams
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

Creating a livable, walkable community and
providing incentives to farmers were just two
of the many ideas that came out of a public
meeting on provincial land use.

On April 22, hundreds of residents from
across the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area
gathered at the Milton Banquet Hall to share
ideas about the Provincial Growth Plan for
the Greater Golden Horseshoe, the Greenbelt
Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation
Plan and the Niagara Escarpment Plan.

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Hous-
ing and the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry organized the meeting. It was the
12th of 16 public meetings on the issue.

“The plans we have in place are good. We
should be proud of them. They protect our
environment, agriculture and natural resourc-
es. But there’s always room for improvement,’
said Larry Clay, assistant deputy minister and
Ontario growth secretariat for the Ministry of

Municipal Affairs and Housing.

Discussion topics for those in attendance in-
cluded protecting agriculture, land, water
and natural areas, transit and infrastructure,
climate change, building communities, at-
tracting workers and creating jobs, improv-
ing implementation and better aligning the
plans. Members of the public sat at tables des-
ignated to a certain topic and talked among

- themselves before presenting their ideas to
" the entire room.

The big takeaways were recommendations
that with a region expected to grow by 4.5
million people in the next 25 years, urban
growth needs to be carefully managed to get
people out of their cars and encourage a liv-
able, walkable community, and that farmers
who own protected lands need more freedom
and incentive to operate their businesses.

A fruit farmer from Beamsville, Torrie Warner,
commented that because his land was locat-
ed in the greenbelt, a 1.8-million acre strip of
protected forests, farmlands and wetlands, his
property is devalued because it's essentially
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> 10 Reasons To Chose Life Insurance.... Every Time .
Personal Owned Mortgage Insurance vs Bank Owned Coverage lm. "

T

Mortgage Insurance Distributed by Banks
Decreasing coverage as you pay off mortgage

Type of Coverage Level, only decreases if you chose but still pay same premium
Amount is only the amount of your mortgage and decreases
Amount of Coverage You chose the amount with your mortgage
Term 5,10, 20, to age 65 and Term Life available Insurance ends with mortgage
Beneficiary Any one you chose & tax free to that chosen beneficiary The Bank
Premium Payments Paybable monthly or annually Payout is paid to the bank
Cost Generally cheaper of the two options Generally more costly
- Yes to both - you can move this where ever you would like
Portability and Convertibility you can convert into in to something permanent later on No
Customized Mortgage Solutions Professional Advice Packaged Solution
Several different companies available to ‘shop the market Usually one company/bank
for Dest rates available packaged product
Yes No
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land, as it could contravene provincial legis- <
lation. The result could be massive develop- &
ment charges or poorly-situated constructs. i)
For instance, a shelter is required by law to be
built 120 m away from wetlands, which could —
potentially mean it’s placed in the middle®D =

undevelopable.

“My neighbour’s property (not in the green-
belt) could be worth $100,000 per acre
whereas mine is $10,000," he said.

Another table spoke about difficulties for
farmers to build small installations on their
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First visit for new clients get 50% off on exam fee

JAMES SNOW

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

* OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK *

Services: * Heartworm Test - Flea Control - Vaccinations S5+
« Spay / Neuter - Digital X-rays - Blood Tests 44
« Dental Care « Prescription Foods « House Calls -

71 James Snow Parkway, MILTON, ON - 905-864-9909
www.jamessnowvet.com
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Spring is the perfect time to spruce up your home, inside and out.

We at Jansz Interiors are proud to live and work in Milton.
We offer Quality, Honesty & Value and specialize in
Bathroom and Kitchens
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‘'« Home Office

- » Custom Basements
* Railing & Bannisters
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”’* For our complete Portfolio, please visit

- wwwjanszinteriors.com

. Contact Stewart at 647.404-5067 today
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(Valid until May 28th)
Call NOW to register for our
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400 Bronte Street South, Unit 107, Milton
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