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Accolades keep coming
for young ‘Hawks goalie

By Herb Garbutt
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It wasnt much of a stretch, really. For years,
Ben Blacker had watched his dad qQuard the
net, SO his Interest In taking up residence In

the blue ice shouldn't have come as a sut
prise

| was always kind of interested In playving
the Milton iceHawks goalie. "We
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| | NOw playing for the EHC Munich Red Bulis of Germa this moming. The 5-1oot-9, 170-pound right winger

was named to the roster last weekend and officially
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While most of the graduates of that camp
have moved on to the OHL, Blacker's parents
wanted him to explore all of his options

That same summer, he went on a trip to visit
five US. colleges. The trip was designed to
give players a taste of what college hockey
would be like, affording them the opportu
nity to piay some exhibition games in col
lege rinks

Blacker made an impression on Rob Facca
Western Michigans associate head coach
Facca continued to follow the goahe’s prog
ress. Midway though Blacker's OHL draft
year, Facca called to offer a full scholarship to
Blacker, who was in Grade 10 at the time
Those early goaltending sessions with his
mom, Sabine, not only started Blacker on
he path to being a goalie, they alsc began
instithing the importance of an education at
an early age. Each tme she scored a goal on
ner son, Ben would have to spell a word from
his workbook. (After Ben started allowing
too few goals, it changed to every five
Shots)

yOou have the next

iceHawks goahe Ben Blacker jumps on a loose puck
N recent action against the North York Rangers
Phiflip Sutheriand / OJHL images
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next year, the transformation was complete NHL Players Associat
're he Ben called his dad. and for close to four
nours, they discussed the pros and cons of
the NCAA and the OHL. On January 4, Black
er committed to Western Michigan
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