Santa Claus
wishes it was
Christmas

every day |

By Julie Slack
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

While the North Pole is the place Santa Claus
calls home, Milton also boasts a Santa, and
he hives just a tew doors down from Town
Hall
Santa some Of his nends and relatives
call him Jim Brown says he spends all year
looking forward to the Christmas season

T wWish it was 365 days Of the yvear. he said
His carefully laundered piush red and white
fur sutt, compiete with four-inch leather belt
granny qlasses, white gioves, big string of
bells and tall black leather boots, awaits him
in his iving room. He calls it his "sauna suit
Decause 1its so hot to weat

FOr his exclusive interview with the Cham
pion, Santa wears his everyday attire.__jean
shirt and casual pants. But his SPIFIT 1S UNmis
takable, and he dabs at tears in his eyes as
he relays some of the stories he's heard ovet
the years
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santa Claus gets ready to visit with children dunng the A Heritage Christmas event at Country

Heritage Park

requests are Rainbow Looms (for making

bracelets out of coloured elastics) and Lego
recalls one of the most jaw dropping mo
ments of his life

santa worked his magic at last year's A Heri
tage Christmas event at
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to him, | don't know whose eyes were bigger

mine, Nis Or everyone who saw what had
happened
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you're

NOt Santa Claus. recalled Santa

| said, ‘| sure am. But he says, 'no, you're my
buddy from Troy's Diner

Santa, who s been playing the part for eight
years now, said even though he might ook
ke the JOITY o1 el
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it's hard to disquise

Surprisingly, however, one year, as Santa
came out of the arena after an appearance,
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Neée ran own son. 1hevy chatted tor a

few minutes iNta quickly realized his
oqnize nim

arer
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QoOot home and tola
he added

st touching moments was

| phoned him
him...we enjoyed a good laugh
One of his mo
aguring ni IHnner break. He was outsige
at A Heritage Christmas enjoying a bite to
eat when a three-year-old qgirl approached
nim. He said he asked her If shed like to
meet the reindeer and she said yes without
nesitation

50 hand-in-hand they strolled down the
snowy pathway toward the barn

Me, this great big Santa Claus and her, this
tiny, wee thing, he said. "I ve got a picture
of that somewhere

Santa has most of his evenings and week
ends tied up with his job during December
He visits daycares, Clubs, groups and even
nospiItals to bring cheer, laughter and toys
to children

Some years, on Christmas Eve, he dresses

up and marches down his street, jinghng

bed

ound of Santa as thevy drift
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