ARTS

gram teaches dance to students with special needs

By Julie Slack

CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFS
Everyone can dance regardiess of ability
That's the premise behind Dance tlite Milton’s
program Dance Ability,

Dance Ability is a special needs dance pro
gram designed and taught by Milton dancers
lade Ryan and Mallory Ryan. ' he sisters run
the program out of Dance Elite Studig for the
Arts, where they grew up learning to dance
and where they re now instructors

Both of them are occupational therapists and
were thrilied they could introduce the pro
gram to Milton four years ago
It sees more than 35 students from Milton

surrounding areas dance

and experienie

when they otherwise might never have had
the Opportunity
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needs. In

Z3 years oid with varying special

Cluging autism, developmental delays, mus

cuiar dystrophy, cerebral palsy and learning
disabilities

jade. 23 and Malliory, 26. put their heads to
t_ic‘!!";:‘! IOur years ago and deciciead a program
1Or peopie who may never have had a chance
O gance before is something Miiton needs

they were confident their long-time dance

Dance Ability, a program that teaches dance to students with special needs, will be featured in
a 30-minute television special this Saturday. Here, program creators (from left) Jade and Mallory
Ryan pose with Nationa! daliet Dancer Sonia Rodniguez and Dance tlite Studio tor the Arts ownet

Marnie Paimer. Rodriguez, who was
sited the
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teacher, tnend and owner of Dance tlite, Mar
nie Paimer, would be keen on the idea when
they introduced 1t 1o her, She was, ang imme
diately supported the pair as they introduced
it tO the community through the studio
since then its taken off, nearly doubling In
izZe 1o three classes 1o ajl.*l'} wWho iearn a va
riety of dance styles, and one class for boys,
who learn hip hop

Fach class sees students with one-on-one

Come Renew
Your Catholic Faith
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SOMETIMES IMPORTANT THINGS GET AWAY FROM US — THINGS LIKE FAITH.
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Holy Rosary Parish invites you to six Awakening Faith
sessions, on Mondays, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m., beginning on
Novemeber 4th No charge. Questions? Call 905.878.6535
Or email awakeningfaith holyrosary@gmail.com

See where God

i1s leading you in vour life

inducted into Canadas Wailk of Fame, 1S part «
spring. when niim crews attended 1o tape the show

f the 30 minute

volunteer support, ailuw-m; the program to
reach out to local high school student volun
teers as well

we come
other dance class, explained Jade. It exposes
them to dance and all the benehts that dan

in and run this program like any

NG provides
It also teaches them physical and emotional
deveiopment.

Paimer said she hinds watching Mallory and
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Jade teach the students an amazing experi
ence,

“To see the emotion and the excitement on
the faces of these students, is one of the most
wonderful experiences for me,” she said
Dance Ability will be featured on a half-hour
television show Walk the Walk this Saturday.
One of six episodes on Global Television that
nighhight peopile doing good things in their
community within the arts, the show will air
at 10:30 p.m. It was himed at the studio this
past spring. Crews spent more than a week

JQOI00) ABDS.INU |

'r
= b

-

- L3 .-._Jj ( »

¢

interviewing staff and students
Walk the Walk
Walk of Fame. It pairs up last year’s Walk of
Fame inductees with community members

15S an extension of Canada's

N this case. National Ballet dancer Sonia
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Rodriquez, who visited Dance Elite to meet

with the program creators and Palmer. Rodri
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gue’z also welcomed them to Ttﬁil{ﬁ}!'ﬂl_'_] {0 fdki'*
part in a dance session with het
Milton's Walk for Riley
raises funds for cancer research
featured on Wwalk the Waik. It will airat 10 p.m

this Saturday. The episode includes a visit by

an annual event that
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CLanadian musician Tom Cochrane
ulie Slack can be recachec at _,ra..-'r.'.T:' kiaemultonca
nadianchampion.com or on Twitter @milton
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