NEWS

Halton’s Catholic schools
ahead of the security curve

Already have surveiliance
cameras and locks in piace

By Tim Whitnell
METROLAND WEST MEDIA GROUP
While many school boards around Ontario will
be busy installing surveillance cameras, lOCks
and Duzzer devices at the main entrance 1o
their elementary sChoois in time for Septem
ber, the HMalton Catholic District School Board
1S aiready there
The Ontario government’s front-door security
initiative, part of its Safe Welcome Program, is
a province-wigde attempt to make schools less
vuinerabile to intrugers.
it was sparked by the Newtown, Connecticut
tragedy, where a gunman shot and killed 20
children and six staff at Sandy Hook Elemen
tary Schoo! on December 14, 2012
Some 2450 elementary schools applied for
and got | funding this spring to install
front-door buzzers and security cameras
There will be a monitor inside the main office
as well so that elementary school employees,
likely clerical staff. can see who's at the front
door, whether
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Any of the board's new schools built since then
woulid have had the same security features in

corporated, at the board’s expense.

'he only Halton Catholic elementary school to
not yet get the front-door security features 1s St.
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Anne in northeast Burlington. That's because
the new school won't open until this Septem
ber. Two new Milton elementary schools also
will have the system when they open in Sep
tember 2014

The front doors to the boards high schools
arent normally iocked during reguiar school
nNOuUrs

Corbacio said there have been
cerns within the board with the security sys
tem's use, as far as he knows

in most cases the elementary schools cléri-
cal staff are the individuals that monitor the
front door via a video screen in the main of
fice. They can see whoSs at the school’s front
goor and can ask them why they want in and
to provide identification, if necessary

The Halton Catholic board is eligible for ad
ditional funding related to the ministry’s Safe
Welcome Program It plans to use its $133,300
(53,100 per school) to upgrade or enhance se
Curty at ts eiementary s
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HOCKING FOOTS. S LITITY Cainer. ngd buzzer
acCess s ut halt of its
ementary schools will get them for this fall
FOr details about Haiton Catholic board Policy
45, Access 10 School Premises, go to httpy,
bit.ly/1axerkqg
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- with fiies from the Toronto Star

Have your air conditioning system
inepected and serviced today by
a licensed C.F.C. Facllity

It may be time for a caollng
systam check-up!
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905-875-1522
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