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Halton to
join west
GTA to
focus on
transit
needs

By David Lea

Metroland West Media Group

Halton mayors will join counterparts
from neighbouring communities in a
Western GTA Summit Tuesday. .
it'll be held at the Mississauga Con-
vention Centre and will tackle the
question, ‘Are we facing economic
gridiock and what can we do to
change the way we live, move, thrive
and prosper in the 21st century?”

It sometimes feels like the western
GTA is excluded from the Toronto
media frenzy. We would like to make
sure we have an opportunity to come
together and have a common point
of view and a common voice,” said
Summit Co-chair and Mississauga
businessman Brian Crombie.

"We think it is critically important
to talk about transit, gridiock, city
building — the issues that are going
to be the subject of the summit —
together and not in isolation. These
are regional issues and cross-sector
Issues. 50 the idea is these different
cities are going to come together,
the two regions are going to come
together and, very importantly, all
different sectors of society are going
to come together.”

Thrive, Move, Live — The Future of the
Western GTA presentation by Urban
Strategies principal Joe Berridge will
kick off the day. it will be followed
by discussion of The Big Move, the
Metrolinx transportation plan, the
importance of investing in transit
and how to pay for it.

Ken Greenburg of Greenburg Con-
sultants will tackle the topic of
neighbourhoods, transit nodes and
building density in certain areas.
Challenges such as poverty and un-
empioyment rates will be discussed
by Liz Weaver of Tamarack — An In-
stitute for Community Engagement.
The mayors will be in a panel discus-
sion concerning growth, devel @B




