Halton
police use
of force
increases

By David Lea
METROLAND WEST MEDIA GROUP
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Halton police used force to get sus-
pects under control more often last
year than the one before — accord-
ing to the service’s 2012 Use of Force
Statistical Analysis.
The report, discussed during a re-
cent meeting of the Halton Regional
. Police Service Board, is compiled an-
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1 including how many times officers
drew and or pointed their firearms,
now many times they discharged
their hrearms. how often officers
used empty-hand techniques 1o re-
strain suspects and how effective the
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| actions were.
i H : in total, the analysis noted there were
| 177 use of force incidents reported
| Stké 055708 for 2012 — up from 139 in 2011 and

Of the 2012 incidents, 103 involved
officers drawing and/or pointing
their ﬁreérma in the presence of a
member of the public (up from 80
incidents in 2011).

An officer is permitted to draw/point
or fire their firearm if they have rea-
sonable grounds to believe that do-
INg SO IS necessary to protect against
loss of life or serious bodily harm.
They can also discharge a firearm to
call for assistance in a critical situa-
tion if there is no reasonable alterna-
tive and may open fire to destroy a
harp pa u.; dangerous animal or one that is in-

. jured and suffering.
" - , The report said a service firearm was
discharged a total of 21 times dur-
ing 2012 {(down from 23 incidents in

2011).
Two of these incident reports con-
cerned officers involved in the fatal

2012
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- T Investigations Unit concluded the

two officers acted in self-defense
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t0 the 20 Diwvision Police Station
armed with a knife and charged at
the officers -




