Transitional Housing group finds home for two families
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* Two struggling families will have a little more
@ stability thanks to Milton Transitional Hous
IMTH)

Fhe not-for-profht group, which provides ac-
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commodations, support and counseling for

people who are in a housing crisis until they
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can secure long-term affordable housing, re
cently secured two townhouses

"‘With the need in Milton so great, our volun
teer team has worked very hard to increase
MTH’s ability to help,” said Ruth Parkinson,
MTH's board chair. “We believe that people
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struggling with housing security is not good
for our town and addressing this issue con
tributes to the heaith of Milton.”

Wendy Schau, MTH's communications chair
toid the Champion MTH is thrilled it was able
to find two places early in the year for two
families

She said the MTH team is on schedule with
meeting the goals it set out for itself of pro
viding transitional affordable housing for sev-
en individuals or families by 2016-1/
Transitional housing has been identified by
Halton Region's Comprehensive HousINng
Strategy as an essential part of the solution
to the problem of homelessness or the risk of
homelessness. It's designed to be the bridge
from a short-term emergency shelter to a
long-term affordable home. With MTH the
transitional period can extend from four to 24
months, depending on an individual or fam-
ly’s circumstances. It offers housing at a sub
sidized rental rate, along with counseling to
help the individual or family meet short and
long-term goals, leading them to gradually
build independence and return to a stable
nome situation

wdividuals and families are typi
cally referred to MTH through supporting
agencies that include Summit Housing, Hal-
ton Public Health, Halton Women's Place, Mil-
ton District Hospital, the Reach Out Centre for
the Multicultural Association and
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clude residents who want to refer themselves
or their relatives
She added until 1ast year, Miltons home
less and at risk of being homeless popula-
tion didn't have access to transitional hous
ing. That kind of support was only found in
QOakville, Burlington and Halton Hills before
MTH offered a home to an individual last Feb
ruary
Schau said thanks to a two-year $143,000
grant from the Ontano Trillium Foundation,
the organization has been able to get a leq up
on its goal of helping people have a stable liv-
INg situation so they can concentrate on de-
veloping their skills to be able to afford to live
independently afterward
Community events and sponsors have also
played a big part in helping the organization
continue to find transitional housing for those
who are in need.
Lasa Americo on Main Street will host a wine
tasting benefit for MTH on Wednesday, Feb.
20 at 7:30 p.m. A 55 cover charge includes
wine tasting and hors doeuvres
MTH will hold its annual Empty Bowls Soup
unch on Sunday, Mar 1:30 to 2:30
p.m. in the MinMaxx Hall at the Milton Cen-
tre for the Arts. Tickets cost S50 and include
a taste-as-many-as-you-ike gourmet
Wwnch prepared by Milton restaurants and ¢a

terers
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FOr more information visit www. miltontransi

tionalhousing ca

Suppomve housung progtam to expand to Milton
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