Crime Stoppers looks .

By David Lea

METROLAND WEST MEDIA GROUP
Crime Stoppers of Haltons new Co-ordinator
nopes to DOOoSt the organizations presence
in local schools so young people understand
how the program works and that anonymity
hqures prominently in its success

Halton police Det. Const. Paul Proteau hinted
at the future of Crime Stoppers during a re-
cent interview at Halton police headquarters.
Froteau took over the post of Crime Stoppers
co-ordinator from Sgt. Gary Gold, who held
the role for six years

Froteau admitted he jumped at the position
because, he said, Crime Stoppers is an essen-
tial part of keeping Halton one of the safest
communities in Canada

if the Stoppers program wasn't
around, there would be tons of information
that wouldn't be passed on to police because

Crime

a lot of people don't want to come forward’”

ne said.
“The anonymity of the program is what makes
't special and unique and that's what makes it
WOrkK. It's so interesting that we have this pro
gram and it's not even funded by us. I'd like to
s€e It keep going and I'd like to improve on
it, if | can.
Proteau joined Halton police in 2000, work-
ing first in Oakville and then his native Burl
ington.
HMis career has taken numerous twists and
turns from uniform patrol to a position as a
high school liaison officer in Burlington

‘That was interesting. | get along really well
with the teens. Some people think we just
walk the halls or just go in, arrest kids and
come out, but we do everything,” said Pro-
teau

WNe do presentations on bullying, drugs, civ
ICS, careers. We do walk the hall to make our
presence visible, but we've also done plain
clothes operations around the schools look-
ing for drug use, selling, that kind of thing”
Gary Mclean, chair of the Crime Stoppers of
Halton board, said Proteau’s work in the high
schools and his ability to relate to local youths
make him an ideal choice for Crime Stoppers
co-ordinator as the organization, regularly

nolds school presentations
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resence In local schools

Crime Stoppers of Halton board chair Gary McLean (right) says new Crime Stoppers co-ordinator Paul Proteau was an ideal choice for the DOSItION
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The Crime Stoppers co-ordinator is also re
sponsible for taking tips received to the po-
lice as well as compiling statistics, assisting
the board with projects, holding community
presentations, and presenting cases where
tips may be warranted to the board

‘I'd like to get more into the high schools with
the Crime Stoppers. We're finding more that
we are going away from a face-to-face soci-
ety. Its a technology and texts culture. The
Kids are huge on texting so | think that is re
ally something that is really going to develop
over the next few years,” said Proteau.

"Every school now has a big screen TV in the
auditorium or lunch room. I'm hoping to get
the Crnime Stoppers image up there or info
on the Crime of the Week or something re
lated to the schools. The more it’s seen on the
screen, the more they are going to pay atten-
tion to it. I'm hoping that will really increase
the number of tips and crimes solved”
Mclean said the idea Is valid as every time
Crime Stoppers does a presentation in a high
school there’s a noticeable increase in tips de

livered through texting.
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Proteau’s tenure as Malton's Crime Stoppers
CO-Oorgdinator is expected to last three to five
years

"‘Were glad to have Paul onboard” said
MclLean. “l think he’s got the right profile to

a0 a great job. We look forward to working
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905-878-9001
Coates Crossing Plaza « 611 Holly Ave. @ Derry Rd.
(between Ontario St. and Thompson Rd.)

with him as a board’

Tips can be made to Crime Stoppers of Hal
ton by calling (905) 825-8477 (TIPS), by vis
Iting www . haltoncrimestoppers.com or by
texting "TIP201" with your message to CRIMES

274637
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PHARMASAVE Open 7 Days A Week

* Monday to Friday 8am-9pm

e Saturday 9am to 5pm
e Sunday I lam to 5pm
e Holidays 1" mto 4pm
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