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Shoplift

By LINDA KIRBY
Staff writer

Stealing may not be considered the crime
of the year, but this common offence better
known as shoplifting is proving a real
liability for store owners in this community.
Frequently perceived as ‘“‘victimless
crime’ by its offenders, shoplifting has
jumped a startling 65 per cent in 1983 in
Milton over theprevious year, according to
Halton Regional Police Crime Prevention

Officer Dave Crawford.
Last year police were called to investigate
91 reported incidents of shoplifting re-
presenting but a tip of a very large iceberg,

as many more in~idents go unreported or
undetected, said the local officer.

‘‘Most people think it is a minor, little pro-
blem. . .they don’t realize there is a serious

oy . Gord Finney, manager of Zeller's in Mil- T : : , : _ ; ine.
amount of shoplifting going on. . ton Mall is one of those who shares the same ~ itizén’s arrest® but instead suggests 'y, g, nt or alcoholic shoplifters (few in Y eat‘s.pl_uz{:t f:j ls now convicted face $50 or
Part of the problem is that shoplifting is . * : customers witnessing -a theft, contact the : Most individuals no ‘
P : : ' hilosophy as that of the police officer. - Milton) usually steal to sustain a habit. :
considered a crime against a business or  PIOSOPY store clerk. ' $150 fines and/or a term of probation.

corporation which is true, but in the long run
it is the consumer who must pay. For every
dollar lost in theft, the store must make
$10,’" he said.

Statistics show that between $1 billion and
$1.5 billion worth of merchandise i1s now

Far too many store owners and managers
are lax in their methods of dealing with
offenders, both juvenile and adult shoplifter
he said, addihg that most are let off if they
agree to pay for the stolen article.

That attitude only serves to perpetuate
the problem as the store soon gains wide
recognition for the fact shoplifters are not

prosecuted. _
“If the store owner lets him off, the kid

interprets him as (the owner) a softie and
spreads the word. . .he may go elsewhere to
steal but it is unlikely he will stop steal-
ing. . .for all you know, he may have been
stealing from a number of other stores be-
fore he got caught in your place,”” said Con-
stable Crawford.

Same Philosoph

He has yet to let one shoplifter off the
hook. Once caught, they are automatically
charged, no exceptions.

“It's theft no matter how you cut it. . .in
my estimation they have broken the law and
it is up to the courts to decide how to deal

ing isn’t trivial and it
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“It can add up quickly. . .the money lost
in Canada each year could buy and staff a
major hospital in every province and
territory,”’ according to Constable Craw-

ford.
Look Other Wa

‘“Everybody has to be ucated about
shoplifting,” he said adding that too many
consumers look the other way when some-
one is in the process of stealing from a store.

“Even if they were to let the person know
that they were being watched, would help.

“The thief then gets uneasy and usually,
puts the item back. . .they-don’t want to be

seen.

‘““They are just l%ﬁany other
criminal—they don’t want t caught,’’ he
said. . |
He does not recommend making a

He emphasizes that parents should be-
come more aware of what their
sons/daughters are bringing home.

‘It is not a question so much of keeping a
tough finger on them, but rather knowing
what the kids are doing in their spare time
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is growing in Milton

- -7 Several Types |
Shoplifters  fall into a number of
categories. There is the adult amateur or
impulse thief who comes from all walks of
life and simply doesn’t feel like paying for
anitem so steals it instead.

‘The juvenile usually takes small items for
his or her own Sake, often committing the
crime on a dare proving to peers that they
fit in with the ‘‘right’’ group.

Some juveniles work in teams or gangs,
rivaling each other to see how much or how

big an item one team can get over the other

group.

The kleptomaniac represents the com-
pulsive shoplifter who steals as a result of a
sickness rather than out of criminal

motivation.

Finally, there is the professional thief who
may dress up or dress down and makes it his
or her career to steal expensive, valuable

items.

‘““They are the ones who take pride in what
they are doing because they are making a
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He does not like the fact there are many
local merchants who refuse to lay charges
against thieves.

‘““You owe it to the industry and to the
public to charge them,’’ he said, adding it 18
rare to catch a shoplifter who has done it for
the ‘‘first time”’. N

The vast majority have done it a number
of times and keep doing it until something

happens. ,.

Of those apprehended and charged in the
Milton store, 100 per cent have received
convictions.

' Under the criminal code shoplifting 1s
defined as theft under $200 (unless the
particular-item is worth over $200 and then
becomes theft over $200) which carries a
maximum penalty of imprisonment for two

True Price

Few off those convicted, especially young
offenders, realize the true price tag of a
criminal conviction, that being the life long

criminal record.
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stolen every year from all Canadian retail  with them. . we are not the judge nor the and knowing what their pocket money is living from it,” explained Constable A simple theft of a chocolate bar, ligstick '
stores. jury.” buying.” ) ’ Crawford. or pantyhose can spell the end to a list of

Between $200 and $300 million worth of He admits it is difficult to estimate the Of the 100 people apprehended last year Surprised career dreams. Dy
merchandise is stolen from major Canadian . . .t oss due to shoplifting by customers. for shoplifting in Milton, 66 were juveniles M Finiiey. who has served &8 manages Jobs you would not get because of a recor d Mon

department stores alone each year.
Cost Of Thieves
According to the Retail Council of Canada
it is estimated that five per cent of the cost
of any item a Canadian buys is to cover the

cost of theft.
Constable Crawford would like to see

tougher shopkeepers and tougher parents.

“But we do know we have empty
packages in excess of $20,000 every year, he
said.

The local department store recorded 11
cases last week where individuals were
apprehended for shoplifting. That figure is
high compared to the norm of five or six per
week, said Mr. Finney.

(under the age of 16 years) with 35 of them

males and 31 females.

The remaining 34 adults included 19 males
and 15 females.

Some shoplifters work in pairs or even
threesomes, while most work alone.

‘““No Sense’
“There is no sense in half the stuff they

of Zellers in Georgetown as well as Milton,
admits he has been surprised by the type of
persons encountered in shoplifting ap-
prehensions.

“They come from all walks of life a lot of
them professionals including doctors, law-
yers, teachers.. .there is no average,

would include the following: the legal pro-
fession; police department; government
(municipal, provincial or federal posi-
tions) : and security positions to name a few.

A record would also deny the following
licenses: insurance, medical and real

estate.
A criminal record can keep candidates out

is crime prevention duties, he | , _ typical shoplifter.” _
hagsvl:i’:il;tegf;}llr?litlgﬂ [;tnres in Milton, in- The Retail Council of Canada points out take.. . it ranges from ballpoint pens to In addition to special security staff per- ©f the college or professional s chool of their A

cluding grocery, department, variety and the average cosl of shoplifting merchandise leather jackets. Some items are Lgken _fur additio pe . f tall pe choice and it can also mieki o adiission to by t

drug Sgtng'es inyé.n effort to deal with the hasincreased from an average of $28in1978 need and sometimes just for the thrill of it,”  sonal, his clerks all E?CEW; i‘{flftlmng O Fared gn country. pali

probleny. to $45 in 1977, he said. detecting and apprehending shoplifters. | imp
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ST. PAUL'S OF THE UNITED

CHURCH OF CANADA
Main St. at James St. Rev. E.T. Jack Birtch

Sunday, February 19/84

9:15 am. Lay School of Theology,
""Homosexuality’' Speaker Mr. R.C. Osborne
11:00 a.m. - Baptism Sunday Sermon "Are you
Gods Temple”

11:00 a.m. - Church School for 2 years & up.
Nursery Available.

HIGHWAY GOSPEL CHURCH
Affiliated With The Pentecostal
Assemblies of Canada
106 Wakefield Road
Pastor: Rev. Guido Alfieri 878-3358

Sunday, February 19.fb84

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School For All Ages
11:00 a.m. - Warm welcome to the Women'’s
Ministry - Department for their annual service.
Guest speaker: Mrs. Diane Leach of Owen Sound.
Singing and speaking.

6:00 p.m. - Outreach Service

Nursery Available

7:00 p.m. - Youth Service

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 596, Burlington
4272 Appleby Line
Rev. W.E. Payne 634-4879

Sunday, February 19/84

9:45 a.m. - Bible School with classes for all ages
11:00 a.m. - "What is God Like" No. 4 ""The
Almighty Power of God"

7:00 p.m. - Evening Preaching Service
Tues. 7 p.m. - Boys and Girls Clubs
Wed. B p.m. - Prayer Meeting & Bible Study

MILTON GOSPEL HALL
306 Ontario St.S. 878-2022
Chnistians Gathered in The Name
Of The Lord Jesus Christ

Sunday, February 19/84

10:00a.m. - Bréaking Bread
11:45a.m. - Sunday School

The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleaneth us
fromallsin. 1 John 1:7

THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN CANADA
KNOX, MILTON
170 Main St. E. 878-6066
The Rev. T.J. Lewis
Sunday, February 19/84
9:45 a.m. - Senior Church School
— Young Adults Bible Class
11:00 a.m. - Morning Worship

EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH

Robert Baldwin, Public School, 180 Wilson Dr.
Rev. Thomas Prachar, 878-2562

Sunday, February 19/84

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Family Worship. Listen to "'The

Lutheran Hour' on Sundays.
8:00a.m. - CKOC 1150: 12:30 p.m. - CHIN 1540
“Come and Grow With Us!™

MILTON ALLIANCE CHURCH
Sam Sherratt Public School
Pastor: Errol Rempel

878-9584
Sunday, February 19/84

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School “"For The Whole
Family”
11:00 a.m. - Morning Worship
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Everyone Welcome
Nursery Facilities at all services
Christ Qur Saviour, Sanctifier, Healer
and Coming King

MILTON BAPTIST CHURCH

. Tuesday Pastor: Kelvin F. Mutter
9:30 a.m. - Ladies Bible Study & Prayer at the
878-0035
Church
7:00 p.m. - Bible Study, Pentecostal Crusaders
Friday Sunday, February 19/84

10:00a.m. 11:00a.m. - Marning Worship.
11:10a.m. - 11:45a.m. - Sunday School
Location: Auditorium of The Halton Centennial
Manor

Nursery Provided

Affiliated with the Baptist Convention of Ontario &
Quebec.

i

GRACE ANGLICAN CHURCH
317 Main St.E.
878-2411 878-3371

Sunday, February 19/84

Worship: 8Ba.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Church School: 10:30a.m.
Thursday - 10 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

Handbell Music on selected Sundays
All Welcome

BOSTON AND OMAGH
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Minister Rev. C. Cunningham

Sunday, February 19/84

7:00 p.m. - Gospel Service BOSTON
Wednesday 3rd Line — Halton Hills
7:30 p.m. - Prayer and Bible Reading 9:30 a.m. - Family Worship
All Are Welcome To These Services OMAGH

Britannia Rd. W.

11:00 a.m. - Family Worship

The Parish of
St. George’'s & St. John's
Anglican Church

Rector: Rev. Charles Masters

L L

WV

Sunday, February 19/84
St. John's (Guelph Line & No. 10 Sideroad)
9:00 a.m. - Morning Prayer
St. George’'s (Guelph Line north of Derry Rd.)

1/2 Price

bedrooms, living rooms, hallways
CYW Everyday Low Price $17 98

1/2 Price

Selected Interior Paint

Interior Flat Latex Wall & Ceiling Paint
Available in 10 popular pastel colours. Ideal for m
4 litres

home!

12 Price* Selected Wallpaper

All Ultima Wallpaper

Choose from over 200 selected patterns of instore Ultima high
quality solid embossed vinyl wallcoverings! You'll love our famous
designer collections —choose a pattern tor every room in your

— Junior & Intermediate Church Schools 11:00 a.m. - Family Eucharist & Sunday School
~ A eupervised Numery~ eseRiAlon . g:t"lf“ fo lh.'Gl bl ttT:hadesl gtrippat;leédPure ”ﬂ'
| - . - oose from 10 fashionable paste es’ | : 7 per
All Weicome E?;u;:"rpr::::né?;ﬁ; TGHUE:;;;?}DE:J; d i:ﬁ: Recommended for kitchens, bathrooms. childrens w Vinyl Wallcovering single roll
' ' ooms, trim, etc.
EMMANUEL B{E‘PTI ST C.H URCH special interest groups, phone 878-4384 E;Yw Euerrlyday Low Price $19 98 4 litres P ed Peelabl SALE
(An independent Bible-preaching Church, Our Goal - “To know Christ and re-past e ,
Vinyl Coated Wallcovering per

associated with The Fellowship of Evangelical
Baptist Churches.)
245 Commercial Street, Milton

single roll

a8 2 |
G, A single roll ;

make Him Known."’
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Save $4
on our finest Interior Flat Latex
One-coat coverage! Recommended for bedrooms

Pre:gasled Totally -
Dry-Stni e Vinyl

1412 Britannia Rd. West ; : . Wl i dV |
Minister: Brian Cox 878-5696 | " gﬁgflmmfﬁmﬁﬂ.w A i 4litres | Qmpd ol e e )
Sunday, February 19/84 | bk | : -

10:00 a.m. - Bible School Class for all ages

11:00 a.m. - Morning Worship and the Lord’s Sup- _
7 No-WaxV Floor
7:30 p.m. - Preaching of the Gospel m CYW Everyday Low Price $1 18

GRACEWAY BAPTIST CHURCH

]

ed.

Prices in effect while quantities last.

| Pastor Emeritus: DR. JOHN R. ARMSTRONG
Director Son City Youth: JIM STURGEON
Board Chairman/S.S. Super: TOM PENRICE Independent — Fundamental _
LORD’S DAY SERVICES Pastor: Walter H. Isaak 876-2298 I
9:45 A.M. - FAMILY BIBLE HOUR ~ Sunday, February 19/84
11:00 A.M. - FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR We welcome you to meet with us at: United Steel- |
7:00 P.M. - LIBERATION workers Centre, 407 Pine Street (next to Milton
-a service of song and salvation- Library.) |
For information regarding weekly schedule of the | 10:00 a.m. - Sunday School
ministry and activities for all age groups at Em- | 11:00a.m. - Morning Worship

manuel phone: 878-3542 6:30 p.m. - Evening Service 525 ONTAH'O ST at LAUHIEH AVE.. M“.TO" 376'1355

“One is our Master, even Jesus, Nursery Provided Mon. to Fri. 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and we are all Brethren."” ] "“The End of Your Search for a Bible Church.” N

*Off the regular price elsewhere

Your Worild,

Paint, Wallpaper & Tile
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