Public support

By JANE MULLER
Champion Reporter

There is a 45-foot trailer behind Milton Mall which
helps keep 350 handicapped people employed.

The key to the function of the trailer is the word
Amity which appears in bright red letters on its
side. The word stands for a service which will be 50-
years-old next year, yet it is relatively new in town.

The trailer is a manned donation centre where
Miltonians can donate good used clothing, toys, ap-
pliances and small furniture to Amity. These dona-
tions are cleaned, repaired and labelled by disabled
workers in a huge five-floor facility in Hamilton.
Amity operates five stores which carry the refur-
bished items for sale at discount prices.

Those who work at Amity likely wouldn’t be in the
labour force if it weren't for this facility. They are
people who are emotionally ill, physically or men-
tally handicapped and who require a sheltered set-
ting. Some will leave Amity for other jobs in the
community after their training while others will re-
main as productive workers in a business designed
for them.

There are many facets to Amity. Within the walls
of the Hamilton facility the handicapped are
rehabilitated and trained in everything from televi-
sion and radio repair to maintanence work and dry
cleaning.

Although the types of jobs available at Amity are
diverse, they all rely on the same thing—donations
from the public. The donation centre here is one of
12 in and around Hamilton.

According to Amity administrative assistant
Sheila Ferris, Milton would have been on the list of
trailer locations eventually but it appeared here in
May 1982 by request. Mayor Gord Krantz and Coun-
cillor Blanche Hinton were responsible for ac-
celerating the timetable.

Mrs. Ferris recalls, ““The response was super in
the beginning."”

Until recently when donation picked up again,
Mrs. Ferris was concerned about a lack of aware-
ness about Amity and the big white trailer behind
the mall. The fall marks the end of garage sale
season and a time when many families move mak-
Ing it a bountiful period suggested Mrs. Ferris.

She is concerned about winter months saying,
""Last year we thought we would have to lay people
off. We didn't want to do it and appealed to the
public.”

Contributions poured in and kept the workers
busy and the stores stocked. In the not too distant
future, Mrs. Ferris said a store will be opened in
Oakville. There are already two donation centres in
that city and in Stoney Creek and Burlington and
one in Grimsby . At Hamilton Mountain, were
Amity originated in 1935, there are three.

Manned donation centres have replaced unsuper-
vised recepticles. Milton's has been manned by
Rachel Roscoe and Andrea Thomson since it was
placed here.

“It's rewarding work, especially when you see
people who come in and donate,”” Mrs. Roscoe ex-
plained.

She feels local supporters ‘‘deserve a lot of
credit.”” Some come with truck loads, according to
the woman who's there to help transfer the goods
and can explain where they are going and what will
become of their contributions.

“Most are curious about where it goes.’' Mrs.
Roscoe said.

While clothing is a popular donation, Mrs. Ferris
said there is always a great need for men's and
children’s clothes. Matresses, boxsrpings and items
which should be taken to the dump rather than the
donation centre are items Mrs. Roscoe and other at-
tendafts don’'t want to see.
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Centre.

“If you wouldn't give these things to a friend.
don’t give them to us,” suggested Mrs. Ferris.

Mrs. Roscoe didn't know about Amity until she
applied for the job of manning the Milton Centre.
When she was hired 18 months ago she toured the
facility where the donations she helpedscollect
would be processed.

“You get a certain feeling from the people there.
You can't help but leave with a smile,”” Mrs. Roscoe
recalled from her visit.

Amity developed during the great depression as a
means of employing the many who needed work as
well as providing affordable used goods. During
World War II workers got into the war effort.

Amity took on a new role after the war, employing
disabled veterans.

“They felt they had contributed something and
had been able to deal with their disabilities.”’ said
Mrs. Ferris.

Amity has continued to grow and today provides
work, rehabilitation and support. Physically disabl-
ed people are now in the minority and those who are
mentally ill outnumber them, according to Mrs.
Ferris.

“Our main goal is to assess, train and get people
back into the work force. Some will leave and some
will stay in a sheltered environment.’’ she said.

Most Amity employees are referred by agencies
like Vocational Rehabilitation Services. Worker's
Compensation Board, Adult Protection Services,
Alienated Youth and Canada Employment Centre.

When they are employed at Amity they have the
benefit of a six-member team of rehabilitation
specialists and 17 supervisors.

A description of the activities which take place at
the facility reveals the many training opportunities
there. The first floor houses the main store and is
topped on the second by the administrative offices
where computer training is offered and a cafeteria
where food services can be learned.

The third floor is dedicated to sorting, cleaning
and pricing textiles and household items Training
s provided in the repair business on the fourth floor.
[n addition to working on donated appliances,
radios and televisions, trainees are employed
through subcontact work from outside industries.

Furniture is refinished, upholstered and repaired
on the fifth floor in preparation for Amity stores and
customers who have their own pieces refurbished
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Rachel Roscoe helps Randy Stinson load a truck with local donations bound for Amity Rehabilitation

there.

Amity is a registered charitable organization with
a volunteer board of directors.

The closest Amity store to Milton, until one is
opened in Oakville, is located at 1366 Main St. E_ at
Tuxedo, Hamilton.

The local trailer is open for donations seven da VS
a week from 9.30a.m. to5p.m.

Those who donate will have a chance to tour the
Hamilton facility located at 225 King William St
Tuesday, Oct. 23 at 2 p.m. and Thurs. Oct. 25 at 10
a.m. Registrations will be accepted at 526-8481 until
Thurs. Oct. 18.
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Elizabeth and William Duignan of Milton are
pleased to announce the marriage of their daughter
Jennifer Elizabeth to Richard Lawrence Forster in
Calgary on August 27, 1984. The groom is the son of
Joyce and Don Huggins of Port of Spain, Trinidad.
The couple will reside in Calgary where the bride is
a geotechnical engineer with Gulf Oil and the groom
1S a free lance journalist.
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Automatic
or>-Speed.
Noextra cost.

the road.

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION AT NO EXTRA COST
WHEN YOU BUY THE ATA SPECIAL OPTION PACKAGE

Included are such features as: 2.2 litre engine ® power steering
® AM/FM stereo radio with digital clock ® rallye wheels ® console

® dual outside remote control mirrors.

See dealer for details.

3-SPEED TRANSMISSION AND 2.2 LITRE ENGINE
AT NO EXTRA COST WITH THE PURCHASE OF THE

ATM SPECIAL OPTION PACKAGE

Included are such features as: AM/FM stereo radio with digital
clock ® rallye wheels ® console ® dual outside remote control mirrors.

See dealer for details.

bucket seats

little gas

outer panel anti-corrosion.

BEST BUILT, BEST BACKED!

Based on percent of recalls for 1982 and 1983 model years
for cars designed and built in North America.

Chrysler backs every car it builds for 5 years
or 80,000 km on engine and powertrain, and
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See dealer for details.

Some items illustrated or mentioned are optional at extra cost
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1985 Dodge Omni and
Plymouth Horizon have the
features that make them
one of the best values on

e Front-wheel-drive that has
been proven in billions of
kilometres of actual driving

® Loaded with standard equip-
ment at no extra cost: power
brakes, halogen headlights,
rear window defroster,
Intermittent wipers, reclining

® Goes the distance on just a

® Hatchback design allows for
easy access through 5 doors

Compare with Ford Escort,
Chevy Chevette, Honda Civic.
Feature for feature you can't
beat the value of Omni and
Horizon. With the special
transmission option package
this best value is even better!
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Rangers

F-180 Pickups
Econoline
Window

RENT-A-CAR |

Mon.-Thurs
Bam.9p.m,

Fri.8 am.6 p.m.
Sat. 9a.m.Spm.

LN-700 16’ &
20’ Van with
. automatic
trans. &
tailgate loader

GALLINGER MOTORS LIMITED

655 MAIN ST.E. (AT WILSON) MILTON 878-2883 sm‘ﬂ"
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Is ad is for all those |§ l
who ever wonder '

why your company runs

a United Way campaign.

When it comes right down to it, you're probably
the bestreason your company has for getting
involved with the United Way.

You see, they know almost all of the money
given to the United Way goes back out into the
community to help people.

So if you, or the people you work with, should
ever need any of our services, like day care, family
counseling, or health care, we’'ll be right there to
help. In fact, there are tens of thousands of United
Way-supported programs and services in cities and
towns across the country. That means help is
nearby wherever you are.

And your company knows that could mean the
ditfference between keeping or losing a valuable
employee.

That's why they give. And that's'why they ask
you to give. Because there may come a day when
you need help yourself.

Y United Way P.0. Box 212,
p - Milton L9T 4NS
of Milton (416) 878-2550

Kentucky Fried Chicken
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BUY ONE DINNER

AT REGULAR PRICE
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BUY ONE DINNER

AT REGULAR PRICE a.,
GET ANOTHER

ror $1.00 &

3 pcs. of delicious
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Greamy Cole Slaw
Golden Brown French Fries

Bread

Kentucky Fried Chicken

Kentucky Fried Chicken
Multiple Savings

Double up on savings this fall with
TWO GREAT DEALS on finge
lickin’ good chicken. -
The Colonels secret (4
recipe makes it the
best tasting chicken
there is.
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Creamy Cole Slaw Georgetown
Golden Brown French Fries DFHF‘IQEW”E l
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Georgetown
Orangeville
Streetsville

Expiry Oct. 17, 1984
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Main & Commercial Sts.

Miiton 8784171




