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Merchant veteran Jeff Haydar
struggles to clear the zone as

Rayside

Balfour Sabrecats

swarm the Milton cage Saturday
afternoon at Memorial Arena.
The local Jr. A club dropped
their Dudley Hewitt Cup series 4-
1, losing the final game at home
by an identical count.
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Scheduie, powerplays ﬁnallsf do in the Merchants

Rayside ends Milton’s Hewitt Cup hopes with clinching 4-1 win

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

It's been said success has a thousand sons, but
fatlure 1s an orphan

The latter part of that quote never held less
merit than it did last week for the Milton
Merchants — whose nability to claim the
Dudley Hewitt Cup can be blamed on everything
rather than just anything.

The following 1s a list of obstacles (their order
of importance 1s subject 1o the individual read-
er's opimon) the Jr. A hockey club faced i their
quest for the all-Ontano ttle

* Simple fatigue — the Merchants were in 22
playoff games and back-to-back seven-game
showdowns pnor to.facing Northern Ontario
champs Rayside Balfour, who played just nine
by companson

* A coughed up puck on an overtime breakout
that gave the visiting Sabrecats a game-two vic
tory and new hie after taking a beating in the
SCNCS opener

* A thin bluehine corps 1n the later stages of the
senes, courtesy of Shane Sullivan’s ankle imjury
and a lack of discipline by T.J. Lee and Mark
eMcPhail

* The absence of star defenceman Jeff Whate
for the entire senes

* A nearly non-existent powerplay effort that
produced just two goals and none in their last

Milton
Merchants

WO outaings

* The absence of playoff sensation Lloyd
Lafrance in the final game.

* A cledr size disadvantage next to the massive
Sabrecats.
. * A lack of fan support for the series clincher
at Memonal Arena. ) L

All of these factors, and perhaps others, con-
tnbuted to Milton’s 4-1 senes loss. They were
climinated by an identical count Saturday after-
noon, in their 82nd game of the 1996/97 season

Offence handcuffed most of game

Disappointingly, the Merchants went out with
a bit of a whimper |

Despite outshooting Rayside Balfour 35-2§
and controlling second-penod play, they were
held scoreless untul the final four manutes of the
game. By then their window ol opportunity was
all but sealed shut

Matt Falcion placed a final dagger in Milton's
heart 90 seconds later. Pgehaps the biggest factor
for Rayside Balfour in the Semes, Falcioni was
the hero of game Iww\:md scored twice in game

three's 5-3 decision. The 19-year-old winger
also notched Rayside,s third tally midway
through the final frame Saturday, which essen-
tially ended Milton's hopes for a comeback.

“Matt sure came up big when we needed him,”
said Sabrecat skipper Ken MacKenzie. "After
game one, we knew we had to neutralize their
(Milton) speed in order to be successful. We
made some adjustments in our forechecking,
which helped slow them down

“Wihning game two in overtime was a huge
emotional boost as well. We were confident
nobody was going to beat us in our own build-
ing, but we needed 1o steal one 1n Milton to take
the senes and fortunately that win came early.”

Al the other end of the arena, Merchant head
coach Marty Wilhamson said his club’s mental
toughness just didn’t hold out after grueling
back-to-back battles with Bramalea and
Newmarkel

“The hittle thangs started pirling up on us, and
we didn't have the stamina to Keep going. Sur-
prnisingly, they (Rayside Balfour) didnt physi-
cally dominate us up in-Sudbury. If anything u
was special teams play which made the dil-
ference. They ate us up on the powerplay, with
an 11-2 margin of victory,” said Williamson.-

“"However, we have to be extremely proud of
what these guys accomplished this season. There
were a lot of leaders on this team and they
should hold their heads high.”

H
With a bruised and battered Lafrance sitting

out Saturday, Jeremy Wenzel got the start in net
and stopped 10 shots before Rayside rookie
Derek MacKenzie beat him for a powerplay goal
at 1:55 of the second and teammate Robbie
Jones connected with a shorthanded tally five
minutes later. Replacing Wenzel at that point
was Bramalea's Bobby DaCosta, whom the
Merchants picked up pnor to the senes.

Power play problems

Milton's lack of powerplay juice featured a
pair of unconverted two man-advantages in the
second and three unused five-on-four stints in
the final frame.

The home team also logged their share of
penalty-killing duty, as McPhail and Bill Emra
spent much of the afternoon contest in the box

Scoring their lone marker was Lee, with
assists going to captain Steve Clarke and line-
malte Darryl Dam

Sabrecat goalie Jarrett Rose was rock sohd in
the cage, particularly in the second when Milton
threw 17 shots his way but were demed at every
tum

Rose and Steve Fabilh spht the netminding
duties two nights earlier on home ice, where
Rayside Balfour pounpded their guests 9-2.
Lafrance allowed four goals on eight shots in the
second period alone and was replaced by

» see SEASON on page 22




