Major novices, minor bantams get close in OMHA finals

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

Milton minor hockey fans suffered
through a double dose of heartache last
Sunday at Memonal Arena

Unlike in horseshoes and hand grenades,
close didn’t count for either the Wallace
Pontiac major novices or the Spectrum
Airways minor bantams — who ¢ach came
within a hair’s wiadth of winning their
respective Ontano Minor Hockey
Association (OMHA) championship
SCNCS. ™

Home i1ce advantage didn’t quite spell
success however, as both lost in the hinal
game of their best-ot-five showdowns

Having pulled off a 3-2 overtime viclory
to force.a hinal go-around, Don Hearns
major novices couldn’t buy themselves a
goal down the stretch Sunday and fell 3-1
1o Belleville

The highly physical, Well officiated con
test featured about as many clean checks as
I a peewee  or ~l.un game

Linfortunately tor local spectators, it duln

m:w as much scoring for the home
i

“We had a number of quality scoring
opportunities in the third, but just couldn’t
sink one

“The guys played well however, and it
was a hard fought game with great releree-
ing,” said Hearns

Belleville's insurance marker came
inside the last five minutes of the third, on
the powerplay. The Winterhawks tied it up
carly in the second betore relinguishing the
game-winner.

Scoring Milton's lone tally was Clayton
Holman while Michael Binnington worked
the cage. |

Elgin Reid notched the overtime winner
in game four. Three of the five games wer
decided 4n an extra frame.

Making up the rest of this year's crew
were Alex Bemdt, Nick Cheeseman, Matt
Chuchmach, Scott Collard, James Connor,
Dave Dimeo, Nathan Grenke, Kyle
Heams, Robbie Hunt, Jeff Kitchen, Kevin
Parker, Chris Pedulla and coaching staff

‘members Paul Kitchen, Phil Dimeo and

Tony Pedulla.

An even close tilt saw the minor bantams
— led by skipper Darrin Rousselle —
draw within one of the Peterborough Petes
in the final 30 seconds of their game five
battle. -

ly proud of them all.”

Milton médnaged to erase a two-goal
deficit in the second period before
Peterborough went ahead for the hinal

time. One of the Petes’ goals came with

just two seconds remaining in the opeming
frame.

Kris Beal and Jarrett Konkle led the
attack with a goal and an assist each. Beal
put the ‘Hawks on the scoreboard early n
the second while Konkle finished out his
tcam’s sconng for the season

Matt Craig also tallied in their final out-
ing while Derek Mewhinney drew a pair of

helpeg@®™®raig MacDonald meanwhile,
posted {4 ﬂsmglc assist and Chris Kovachik
was st¢ady between the pipes.

Working the net in game four was fellow
goaltender Josh Amold. Rousselle credited
both with season-long contributions and
said a total team effort is what took his
crew 1o their first OMHA final

Assisting him behind the bench this sea-
son were Grant Thomson, lan McCormack
and Scott Anders. Compnising the rest of
his squad were Matt deRee, Jordan Jeans,
David Kornack, Andrew Marshall and
Bryan Shaw.

--. .: lr
: | 4
i P \ ‘{ f "‘ . J
4 £ e 4
LI ". i
By N R - 1o
oy oy e »as .
a ¥ = e » i | - ) B 3 1
4 i £ i
i i

£ ; T : i
I ."[ ' ‘.:i !, '\"‘. ‘ ?-J‘i' l---“'. . ol

The Canadian Champion, Friday, April 11, 1997—27

Heartbreakers for hockey teams [l A0E
SUMMER IS COMING!
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That however, was the extent of their _, " wbn |* Power door loc AR S R ?,.E'L1‘-‘*‘.«{;;{'ﬁ#.ﬁ:i:f:ﬁé
output in a 4-3 loss and a comeback series - Anda @ ¥ riad
triumply for the visitors, who fought off 000 Dow phus frewg i—:._f-:.". |
elimination with a 5-4 decision the previ- —
ous Sunday in Georgetown. __ | e | g W‘*‘W"“““*{ Dy

“With Mike Austen and Jacob m ' ' A ( / | st PPl ¢

. Vanderbreggen injured and Shawn ‘ : “l" 0 overd ;‘L.'..,- &
McConnell and Bren Silk suspended, we w SR
were down 1o two lines and fatigue did ,., oy
start 10 show through somewhat near the = X . W G
end,” Rousselle explained. “However, they : | ‘
turned in a strong team cffort and I'm real-
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