Halton remdents for help

Bone marrow
donor needed

By STEVE LeBLANC

Spetial to The Champion

Afro-Canadians throughout ‘Halton aré being
asked to. ;m?"hnp;ﬂv in hite-saving efforts tor a young
Jamaican man

With former mumicipal councillor Mary Long as
his “backbone,” 21-year-old Craig Redwood 18- des-
perately looking for a bone marrow donor to combal
his L‘hrunp; myclod leukemia,

Neither his mother Patnicia or his two sisters are 4
match, which leaves the family at the mercy of the
JAtro-Canbbean community 1in Metro and surround-
ing areas to join the Unrelated Bone Marrow Donor
Registry (UBMDR). ¢

Only Afro-Canadians or Afro-Caribbeans ¢an
provide a bone marrow match due to their large and
diverse ethnmic mix.

An informaton session on the re gistry will be¢
held Saturday, Apr. 5 — from | to 2:30 pm. — al
Toronto’s Bethlehem United Church on Dutlenn
Street at Hwy 401

“Dr. Jett Lipton at Princess Margaret Hospital
tor long-term-survival 18
sard Mr

mvelod

says my only chance
through a bone marrow transplant,”
Redwood, dlu;:rfnwd with chronic
leukemia in his home land of Jamaica in October,
1998, He moved to Mississaaga last month. Prior to
this he had worked as a hibrary assistant since fingh-
my school, = 4

“A Lot ol people say 1 look healthy,
v whole ditterent Ihllly SO On (o
o stay optinustic. but some daysat s tough.

The discase tollows.three stagey of which Mr
Redwood is presently in the first but slowly gravitat
ing toward the accelerated phase. I ettt untreated, i
will likely claim his hite within two to four years. In
his case, doctors have estimated a 65 per cent
chance of survival with a bone marrow transplant.

His dilemma was first brought to Mrs. Long s
attention 1n the fall at a Jamaican grand market in
North York. There she was recunited with a child-
hood friend from Jamaica — who by coincidence
happened to be Mr. Redwood's mother.

“I immediately called some people | thought
could help orgamze tundraising Llnaw and told
them we had to take action,” said Mrs. Long, recall-
ing her response after learning of Mr. Redwood's
aftliction. +

With the help of the entire Jamaican community,
the family has raised almost $200,000 for his treat-
ment. The biggest shee has come from Jamaica's
Ministry of Health.

Jamaican government representatives in Canada
have helped out through fundraisers and Tuesday s
press conference in Toronto, where the registry
information session was announced.

but onMhe
mnside thery

: & :
Prospective donors must attend the meéting to be

able to partucipate in the chme. The date andsloca-
tion of the chnic will be announced at the session.

An aunt of Mr. Redwood said Mrs. L.ong has been
their backbone through the trying ordeal while, his
mother said she’s “defimtely pleased™ with the sup-
port of the Jamaican community.

In addition to spearhéading the wide-spread tund-
raising drive, Mrs. Long has put Mr. Redwoed in
touch with Milton's Liz Scholtz, 'whose six- year-old
dal#.hl:.r Deidre underwent a successful bone mar-
row transplant last spring in her battle with dplautu.
anemia.

“It"s a difficult time, waiting for a donor, I've told
him to try to be pesitive and have basically actéd as
a sounding board. We need to get Canadians of all
ethnic groups on the registry,” Mrs. Scholtz said.

Mrs. Long added that a stronger registry base will
not only improve Mr. Redwood's odds, but would
also serve as a vital investment for the future.

“It's so important becausé you never know when
you're going to need it,"” she said.

Those interested. in making a donation toward Mr.
Redwood's treatment can call the tamuly at 1-(905)
828-4717.
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Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

Craig Redwood of Mississauga, seen here
with his mom, is calling -on Afro-Canadian citi-
zens in Halton to help find a life-saving bone
marrow match.
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Less static now
with new radio

By BRAD REAUME |
The Champion .

With sirens wailing and hghts flashing from several
pieces of emergency equipment, Halton chnstened its
ne® $8.5 million radio-trunking system for public ser-
vices last week

The system, several years in the planning and
financed through the Infrastructure’ Works Program,
will allow for better communications and management
of emergency response.

Most public services with radio Lﬁrmmummmm
requirements in Halton have opted td be #volved.

Police will be its' heaviest users, with\public works
departments, fire departments and the Halton Region
conservation authonty-also on 1t '-5 ’

P —————— i — - ——

“In an era where people complain abdut levels of

government fighting cach other, this is a perfect exam-
ple ‘of three levels working together,” said Oakvillé-
Milton MP Bonnie Brown.

Halton-Peel MP Julian Reed $4id the network was
instituted, despite some difficulties, thanks to the dili-
genee of former regional chair Peter Pomeroy.

“Halton is a much better place for.it,” he stressed.

Approximately 1,200 radios will operate on the sys-
tem, which requires eight communications towers bul
virtually eliminates ‘dead zones™ in radio reception. .

“The range of the new system 1s fabulous and the
power s higher,” said Milton deputy fire chiet Dave
Krantz. “It's especially good for rural areas.”

The region also kicked off their enhanced 911, sys-
tem, which allows emergency personnel to track a
caller’s whereabouts.

It is especially helpful when young children call and
cannot indicate where they live, as well as for people In
distress who cannot speak.

“The 911 system is a perfect example of a partner-,

ship between agencies,” said Halon fire co-ordinator

Bill Cunningham. “It is refreshing from an emergency

services perspective that there is no turf protection.”
Eamonn Oldham of Oldham Engineers Inc., special-

ists in wireless communications, was on hand at the

radio trunking ceremony. ;
iy
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WHERE WE DON'T WANT TO BE

THE BIG GEST
_JUST THE BEST?
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1995 SAFARI SLX
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Only 510 995 $177/24 mo.
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$ 1 7,937 or lease $279ﬂ6 mo. | $10,995 or lease $19924mo.

1994 SAFARI HT SLX

One owner burgundy/grey cloth. Ve automatic. air cof
power windows & luckS Cruise hit cassere 8 passen
rally wheels roof rack. deep hng. Onty 48 D00 km

1992 SUNBIRD

One owner, teal/graphite cloth 5 speed manual ai
conditioned. power locks. cassefte .

One owneér, teal/gray clioth Vb, automatic, air cond
AM/FM stereo cassette, 7 passenger seating Qnly
71,000 km

One opmer black j :
AM/FM cassette 7 . q" ljfjl.“

$9,366 or lease $1 96,24 mo.

“SALE PRICES ARE PLUS TAXES SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS
"LEASE BASED ON $2 000 DOWN + APPLICABLE TAXKES 15T MONTH SECURITY DEPOSIT CENCE

ALWAYS MORE TO CHOOSE FROM
"WE WARRANTY & SERVICE WHAT WE SELL"




