If you're thinking of purchasing a‘home soon,
you've probably already started looking. You
may have secn quite a few and the details are
starting to become somewhat hazy and jumbled.

Do you remembér which one had the ensuite
bath. and which one had the walkout basement’
How mtich storage space dd the first choice on
vourlist have? Were apphances included in all
ol the I'ﬂncn you viewed? And what about
property TxXes and nfaintenance costs gssociated
with eagh home? Can you remember how close
local amenities - like stores, schools and public
transport = were to cach ol the homes you
liked” :

Comptling a house hunting checkhist as you
M Ill.rnllg_'ll homes cduld hL‘II‘n you Lt'n'p better
track of things, so that you casily recall the
ddy antages and drawbacks of cach one.

W hdr vou se¢ a home that really grabs you
attennion, take a sheet of paper and write down
the location, asking pricg. annual property
taxes, mortgage terms and any apphceable zon
N restrictions. A Realtor should be able to pro
vide any information wou re fackmg

EXTERIOR ~ Jot down your impressions ol
the extenor of the home. noting the lot size and
shape, posttion ok the home on she lot (facing
north .uu{ south; cast or west), and whether
has a private or shared dnveway. Also note
whether it has a large tront, side and backyard,
whal condition the landscaping 1s 1in and
whether therd are, many mature trees and
shrubs

What type of siding does the home have and
what kind of shape 1s 1t in”? Is 1t a detached
honmwe or a duplex? How many swnes does 1t
have? Don’t forget to jot down whether 1t has
an attached or detached garage and whether it
can stord one or two cars

Also note whether there 1s & porch or veran-
dah. storage shed and whether the yards are
fenced, How private 1sthe home”?

While still outside, take a good look at the
roof and note its general condition and age
Check Lo sée it any roof repairs were made
recently. As well, check cavestroughs and
downspouts tor signs of detenoraton and ook
al the typesot toundatnion the home has. Are
there any visible cracks or holes or siggs ol
Waler seepage”’ ;

OF course. vou witl want to hirg a4 house
inspector Tor a thorough. professional survey
outside and inside
ous about purchasiny

INTERIOR - Once you've completed your '

checklist for the extenior, it's time t move
indoors. Nete whether the home has a separate
tront hallway with a guest closet. How many
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ol any: homg you re sen-.

rooms does the home contain altog®her?

Check windows and note whether they are
single pane or thermopane. Do they open and
close without sticking”? What about the doors”
Also make a note of their general condition and
whether the locks and latches work

The kitchen is an cssential part of any home,
sO note its general size and colours, whether it

has an cat-in arca and sufficient cupboard space

Is there a pantry or tood preparation asland”
Wh it conditions are, the counter tn]‘."-. and sink

Are the t.ll|‘ihlhll"i.ih old or new?” What shape
15 [lu floor in-and what 1s it made 7 Is the
existing highting adequate tor carrying oul
Kitchen tasks, as well as diming”!

Alsormake sure there are enough outlets to
run yvour apphiances. Are the Indge., stove and
disttwasher Ancluded wiath the sale? Note how
map) burncrs thgstove has and whether i's gas
or electne. Is the oven self-cleaming”
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Comptle a thorough checklist of prospective homes

* Once yuu ‘ve completed your kitchen check-
list, move on to the dining goom and note its
size, whether it's separate fom the kitchen and
the condition of the floors and walls. Are there
any built-in cupboards? Is the existing chande-
lier being sold with the house” Take similar
notes for living room. s there a fireplace” How
many windows are there?

If the home has & family robm, note whether
it's close or adjacent to the kitchen, 1t it has
access to the outdoors and it nt has a hreplace
Again, check the condition of the tloor or carpet

uLi look for cracks and other potential prob-
lems

Move on to thebedrooms and note their size
and closet space, whether there ard any window
covenngs or adjoining bathrooms. Also note the
type of floornng in cach bedroom and the
colours the rooms are painted

BASEMENT - Next, move down to the
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basement, Note wheéther it s full or partial, fin
ished or unfimished. Is lhur-: adequate headroom
for moving about? Is thére a fireplace or wood
buming stove? Also-look for signs of moisture

such as water marks and peeling paint

Note whether there 1s a utihity area and
whether the washer and dryer are being sold
with the house. Again, ‘look for signs of water
damage '

|'I:I‘Il.1 omt 1f there have been dny recent renova
tions to the home. It's ',jlw important to 4%k
about the type of heatmyg
ing (copper or other) and tlectneal amperage s
the hot water heater owned or rented ” Is 1t gas
or electne and what 15 1ts capacity” What type
of insukation 1s iy the housg
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BUILDING LOTS
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S:tuated on a lot wath 340 h:zt of frontage,
this 5 bedroaom home oNers an_eat-in
kitchen & separate Iving room  LOCSed
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Very attractive, nicely gecorated hink in
preferred Bronte Meadows area. 3 large
nedrooms, hirished rec room with wood-
stove Please call Chrls at ext 297

*194,900

FOR THE GROWING FAMILY. There are fve hedrooms
man floor family wom, basement has finvshed room,
dble co qyage for 4 dog un, DNgt, i
on 306 wze lot and close to town  Listed it $154 900
for youir vewang - 8l Joan Tattne Hollngs of gt 81
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neat 3 bedroom bungalow with 2 wallkouts to

ap around deck: Seperate two Dedroom.Jn-
;f sulte with full walkou! and separate

entrance for turther detals contact Liane
Carway B78-4444 Ext 980 Pnced at $349 900
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BUILD YOUR OWN

TAKE YRUR FICK

WK home »

¢ 10% Retail
Call Bill Currie for more details

BWBE0 900

$349,900 | &

located 7.96 acre hobby fam:
with 33" % 63 10 sall bam, 4 paddocks. Very

Move 1ight in, the work 5 done Immaculatety kept
home. Thousands of dollars spgnl on UpFrades: win
dows Hoor fictures. drveway patio wallaay Great
v for 8 family backs onto schoolyald  For your Dersos
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