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Aerchants
hang tough
In top spot

b
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By STEVE LeBLANC Special to The Champion
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Lhe Milton Merchants have been offered a helping
hand in their quest to fimsh first, but instead are rely?
ing on a do-1t-yourself approach.

In an ctiort 1o tend off
Bramalea's late-scason ¢hal
the 1dcal Ji A ¢lub
scored back-to-back victories
last weekhend., A two-game
sweep by Brampton over
Bramalea provided icing on the
cake i Milton's campaign to
remain in top spol and
secure home-ice advamage
throughoul Lhe West
Conterence playolts '

With two weeks left in the
ragular scason, the Blues are

lenge

hive points back with (wo-

games in hand. The Merchants
have four games to play betore
heading to Bramalea Sunday,
Feb. 16 for a final showdown

"Home-1ce ‘advantage 15
obviously a big plus for the
post-season, but there's_also a
huge pnde and confidence fac-
tor that goes with fimishing
first, sand assistant Milton
coach Dan O'Bren, whose
lcam sits at 33-9-4

Milton crashed and Bmed in
«the thard penod Friday and
needed some overtime heroics
hs. therr LOp guns 1O escape
uhlh a 5-4 deaision over St
Michaels. The return engage-
ment from last Sunday in
Toronto — enjoyed by a near-
capacity crowd out for
Merchant Family Night — saw
the Buzzers unload with four
unanswescd goals, including
Nelson Avila®s last-minute
equahizer which forced sudden
death
- Matt Van Arkel ended things
carly when he wucked in Darren
Haydar's certering pass at
120t was s second of the
night and 54th this year,

Therr team’s third-penod

“<e¢ollapst was due minlw Lo

Cross-checking and instigator
ighung penalties by Trevor
owney, who took dowg

Buzzer tough guy Mike Hurst

tor an carhier spear on Travis

Riggin. The third linc winger

ook a two-game suspension

lor irduble whule the

Merchants garncred a |12

minute short-handed stint

which led to three visitor goals

In SIX Minutés
“"We ook a couple of other

rash penalties in the third, but

the main Wing is we found a

nis

wav to win,” uLlppr: Marty
Wilhiamson stgessed. “The
guys tumed in ‘gypintéd effon
tomght and I think that over
shadows some of the other
things that happened. It was
probably our hlpgml' WIIm 1In a
while.”

A stellar detensive effort
allowed St. Michaéls just 15
shots betore the thard-penod
lctdown. Stepping up their play
with blueline anchor Mark
McPhail serving a two-game
suspension, Shane Sullivayr and
Shawn Smiuth were rock-steady
in their own end and stymied
the l,uh:rzs' short-range shoot-
Ing

hirst-period goal on Milton's
opening powerplay. Van Arkel
and Troy Walczak, boosted the
lead to three wath goals inside
the first minute of the middle
frame while Baker Ydded his
40t of the season at 4:50, on a
shorthanded, two-on-one rush
with Van Arkel

I4oyd Lafrance put together
a 25-save pertormance for his
sixth win. He was beaten twice
by Buzzers' captain David
Gallo and again by Marc
Capizzano before Avila's
deflecnion at 19;28,

Drawing assists for the vic-
tors were Darren Haydar with
Iwo and Baker, Riggin, Van
Arkel, Doug Janjevich and Jeft
White with one cach

Milton scored four times in
the opening period Sunday
alternooniin Oakville, and
hung om for'g S-3 win over \he
feisty Blades. Aurhoritative
officiating by Hoc key Nighgn
Canada’s Ron Macl.ean kept
these two nivals in line while
another sohd outing by Smith
helped Milton shut down their

hosts” thd-period comeback
.
elions. - '

* see MEH{‘.HANTS pg 16 -
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Ron Baker scored the onlys

‘ Wresthing Club

— -

. Leaning into it

Kelsey McKnight, 18, a former Milton Heiéhl! Ski Club racer, heads through |
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a slalom gate Sunday afternoon at Glen Eden during the Ski Schobl Challenge.
More than 80 racers of various ages took part.

===

Swimming

medal run

Milton Marhn swgmmers struck
;.'Hh.]. stlver and bromye recenthy dl
the 10th annual Oakville Winter
Invitational

|'.1L:H,L' one of sach mredal home
was ey car-old David Wasserach
[he Marhin rookie was a torce in
the 11 & 12 vear-old boys dinision
with a4 gold, sthver and bronsz in
s Etw o aew club records in the
LOOm and 200m breaststroh.

Kristen Mcllroy scored a
N WO sHlvers, as W
A NEW ._t,trnl.um i the 10 and under
girks. 200 backstrohe, I
eammate Yvonne Shekers varn

ol

oas ek iny

sver and a bronze

Lasa Trenes, |2
the 1] & 12
o }.’llli’ aml bronze in her favorite
breaststroke events, in whieh she set

1381

YCUr ilhi L‘erw 1 |.1II!HH;'

|-.,.'J.= The Wil

Iwg new club records. Fourteen
vear-old K.I‘-hlih'l.l Shiekers Irllx AN
while, captured bronze i the 200m
Breaststroke, also establishing an
new Club mark

Seting new personabbest records
were Jacquehin Clgfke, Jenmifer
Geore Dimitrov,
I and Ashleigh

¢ Claessens.,

Claessens.,
Andrew Prenter-D
Snow while Miche
lenniter Porenta, David Mondoux
and Keyin Winter all placed in the
top 101n their individual events

M&M don’t melt under_' Mac gets

any title battle pressure -

John McCart and Chad Merritt led E.C.
Drury Dynamo wrestlers to a 'banner perfor-
mance at the Ontano
Championships last weekend at Brock
Umiversity. .

Milton’s twe newest provincial champs
provided the highlights to a weekend that saw
seven local grapplers reach the Ontano*finals
and urm;l-.)hi: prestigious provingial top six.

McCart dominated the 94-kilogram cadet
dmamn‘mthlwu pins and a 10-point victory.
Alter peeliminary wins over wrestlers trom
Hurongy and htt;:u.q he wrapped up the title
with™d 10-0. shutout over Jay ﬁulluaw of
northwestern Ontano | \

McCart n6w hag two Ontanio golds to his
credit. His first came in 1996 as a/bantam
champion &

An equally impressive outing saw Memitt
20 a perfect 5-0 with two pinfalls in the 58 kg
werght clas domunated four matches,
including inal whege he took a command-
ing 7-0 Jeadbefore pidning Renfrew’s Nathan
Hewitt

His best match came in the semis when he
came from behind o s¢ore an overtime victo-
ry against.defendfg Canadian champion
Dennis Souza of the Hamilton Steelhawks
Club. -,

Lheir efforts contributed 1o the Guelph
— with whom the Dynamgs
are afhiliated — winning first provincial cadet

Jumor/Cadet

team ltle.

Kevin Heffron also reached the podium
with his second consecutive Ontano silver an
the 52 kg. division. Scoring two solid victo-
nes an early action, he bested Ottawa's Jolin
Ewing in thg semifinals betore relinquishing
an itial lead in the hinals and falling gctim
(O a pin. . -

Rookie Andy Wadeson made his mark at
the provingals with afourth-place finish in a
tough 42 kg. class. He went 4-2 with two pins
before being defeated by two previous
Ontano champs |

Also enjoying thar firsk provincial place
ments were Adam Scott and Greg Moore,
who finished fifth and sixth respectively . T MM
Gdllinger won three matches to place in the
top 10.

While most of the success came i the cadet
divisiont Milton also had two strong pertor-
mances at the yumor level. Blair Beaulieu
placed Sixth in his first year as a junior
with four 58 kg class wictones — while
Jusun Billingham p#as also impressive with an
cighth-place Showing

McCar, Memitt and Heffron will join tcam
Ontano for the National Championships in
New Brunswick in April. Attention now
resumes on high *-.q_.'hm“r! competition, as EC.
Drury enters the Junior Haltons this Fnday at
Burlington Central and hosts the Halton
Senior finals next Thursday - The Spartans are

shutout

Jody MacGibbon blocked ¢very

thing firedghis way while his major
atom A Winterhawk teammates did
the rest 1in a 3-0F shutout over the

)

' Marlins on -

L]

Georgetown Raiders recentlygy

which Kicked off their Trf-County \
playott. campaign in fine style -

Milton took control early on,
scornng twice in the hirst 4our min

ales of the gamo. From there, they

[ﬂ.i_‘ut‘d strong detence and ced the
win with a second-period talls

[rm Anderson, Kvle Sahba and
Jett Webber sank goals for the vig
tors with assists drgwn by Wade
Mahoney ahd Mark Mcl.cod

The 'HJH-E-.H matched their game
onc  oulput  later  against
Gcorgetown, but allowed the same
number of goald against in a close

sfought ue .

Working the net was Craig
Patterson, who recerved key blue-
hne support from Craig Brigden,
Ryan PHarczyk, Nick Cashmore and
John LaBella

Webber once again counted a sin-

gle 'marker, as did Greg Sheppard
and Danicd Wetselaar, Assists went

fto WebbereSaliba and Doug

Pottrutt., :

Javid Brown and Ernick Lizon
also turned in robust effosts up
from




