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Gentle, firm faith sustains Holy Rosary’s Sister Audrey

Woman to be honoured for
50 years of. sclﬂess Service

"'

500 Laurier Ave

A popular and engaging
member of the Holy
Rosary church team, Sister
Audrey Burns will be rec-
ognized by her colleagues
and parishioners- at a

weekend celebration.
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By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion -

UDREY BURNS will celebrate a golden
anniversary this Sunday
It won’t be from the day she was
born or pledged ‘1 do i front of a |
priest, although the church has eve mhmiL1r to do
with 1t :

Instead. the kind-hearted 70-year-old will be
enternng into her SOth j.mr with the Sisters ol St
Joseph's of Hamilton. A pant-time pastoral
caregiver in Milton for the past eight years,
Sister Audrey will be othicially recogme¢ U tor
her half-century of service with a spectal
reception at Holy Rosary Pansh Halk Sunday

' The 2-4 p.m. velebration 1s open to collcagues,
panshioners and those wishing to otfer their
dppreciation

“At times 1t has secemed hke 50 years but at
others it doesn’t- 1" vg seen so-many changes but
cach year goes by more gquickly. It's been a
wonderful tme."” said Sister Audrey

The third-generaton Hamilton native was hard
pressed to recall any one thing that led her to the

church. She does know, however, that the calhng

game quite carly and was due in large part to the
Limes ghe grew up in

As a child of the depression and teenager
dunimg the Second World War, she remembers
SCIVICC 10 ONe S country and gencrosity among
neighbors as focal points through her lormative
years. “My n and grandmother were also
par ol the u"h:.' stmiggled through a sont of
wg-of-war fora while, with the idea ol getiing
mammed and having children like my Inends, bul

the th”i.. h seemed nght for me. | dnn (think 1

was any one thing that led me to become a nun
but rathér a w‘mhmullnn of the time and my
.uphrm;__ln;. | think how a person 15 put together
greatly affects the path they choose.” she sad

Sister Audrey entered the Mother House alSt
'l:m'pin on January 6, 1947 and made tinal
protession of vows in July of, 1952 Since thal
nme she has served in vanous communitics
across Ontano - and abroad - including her
current assignment i town

“She's so dehightful to work with and adds a
spinit of gentleness to our pastoral team,
remarked Father Dave Wynen

While a combination of things decided her
overall calling, herearly home hite was the sole
factor that came into play when choosing a
specialty. With her grandparents haing ainder the
same toof tor most ol her childhood, Sister
Audrey gained geeat respect and appreciation lor
the clderh

So-much so. that now she otters care and
comion to senmors fhnuljahuul"‘sllllun After
vears of study at both the Toronto and Atlany
T8 hool of ”kﬂh@} as well as at the | IIIR-:T*-;’
Ol [iliﬂ[‘#h_ she uu.nlll[hlllu'l.l a Jesut prest o
Montreal in 1988 and saw first hand the service
and spintual care being given to the elderly

Having just transterréd to town, she retumed
home and began implementing a simalar :
program herer She mow has five couples
assisting her in pastoral visiting to Allendale,
Milton Distnct Hospatal and to shut-ins

“Gentle, canng, giving, these are words ['d use
1o descnbe Sister Audrey

' »see SISTER on page 4

"said program mem
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