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It will be a taxing new year

as the unnu goes,
but 1997

‘hl‘xl ANCS,
forgoticn,

LD ACQ!

may - be

changes
throughout the year. Here's a samipling of some
new adjustments vou'Hl be forced to get
acquamted with in the coming months.

Canada Pension Plan contributions -
As of January 1. the CPP's contribution rate
nses 1o 5.85 per cent of individuals carnings
from thas vear s 5.6 per cent. That translates into
Camaximum taxoinerease of $104 per emplover
and emplovee S

[t that 1sn’t enough 1o put a lem ] 10 your hol-
iday punch, then consider this: The tederal and
provial governments are conspinng to bump
the CPP rate yet againin 1997. As it stands now,
the plan 1s to raise contribution rates trom the
new dgvel of .85 per cent to a whopping 10 per
cent f; carmings.. The average taxpayer and his
or her emplover will be hit with a $722 increase
i annual CPP axes. Ths $10 billion tax grab
would be the large Stsmngle mereise in Canadian
histon

The GST/BST - When Paul Marun
announced Mis ‘new’ GST plan (1o be imple-
mented on Apnl Fool's Day,
document that clamed "Harmonization will
mean lower taxes tor consumers in the three
harmonizing provinees.” Foppycock! '

As admatted by Nova Scoua’s government

'S 1a%

tong ol-three provinees that signed on to the BST .

or blended sales tax). consumersan that provinge
wilkend up paving an extra $84 mithion a.vear on
o purchases. For the average Nova Scotia tanuly,
that works out to $1 Those
with a famiuly imcome of more than S50.000 can
CRPeCt to pay S335 more a yvear

But 1t not just Atlanti {'arr;lflmm who Il pay
BST. In 1997, taxpayers in every

T2 more i sales taxes

for thy

are sure 1o suck with vou

1997). he issucd .I'lr

Let's
lalk

laxes

with PAUL PAGNUEL O

prgvince outside the Maritimes will be doling
out $349 milhon of a four-vear $1 billion bribe
used by Ottawa to persuade the three harmoniz-
ing provinces to subscribe to the BST.

In essence. Ontarians, AlNgrtans; and others
will ‘he paying provincial sales tax in the three
harmonizing provinces without ever having pur-
chased any goods or services in Atlantic Canada

User fees - If you're a business immigrant
or-a boat owner (or both), you can expect to pay
more tees in 1997 than you did last year

Starting Jan. 2, business apphcants who want”

permanent residence in Canada wilt see the fee
nse 1o $1.000 trom $825 :
Ottawa also has plans Tor a new fee structure
tor pleasure boats. Although the details have yet
(" be-worked out; the feds want (o raise $14 milk
hon annually by taxing the use of sailboats.

Small motorboats and even rowhoity ‘Sort of

gives you a sinking feehing, doesn'tit?

How about calling or writing vour MP 10 84
what you think about increasing taxes and vour
cver-shnnking after-tax mcome” It may just be
the most profitable resplution you'll ever make

“Let's talk taves”
by - the Taxpavers Federation
Commentaries are by the OTF s executive direc-
tor Paul Pagnuelo, - #

(s a commentary provided
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Hillbilly days during
 the W.1. Dick Middle
School summer
playground program
developed into a
mofning of fun and
‘games at Centennial
Park in July, 1971.
,Resting listlessly are
(bottom I-r); Stephen
Callahan, Lisa
Gervais and Susan
Frame. Al top are (I-r) .
Wendy Somerville, *
Derrick Neelands and
Joanne Auger. An
afternoon of fun
planned by the

L

|

leaders was canceled _

- due to inclement
weather.

Secure enough to listen fo others

SAW REX MURPHY, NEWITOUNDLANDIR . first,
CBC hack second, do a piece trying«1o dhs-
cen what Canada is, and what 1t means ¢
be.a Canadian
\’h reactions ran Iht.“ gamutl
Initially I wondered how much money we
have invested in this guest, and to what'end. Arg
these angst-ndden television moments pan of 4
larger cultural focus 1o unity the country?

Then 1 wondered how a \Lulnundldmhr a

Rex-come-lately to Canada, was yung 1o he
able to tell me what it 1s 1o be Canadian? Alter
all. they just got on board in 1949, when nobods
else wanted them

I rcalized these points are missing the real
question, which as: What makes a nation”? Then
based on that defimtiof, how strong 15 ours?
How cohesive 1s our tribe?

Tradinonal definitions suggest that panticular
geography. chmate! language and history all
contnbule 4@ a sease ol n.ﬂmnhmuj Such as the

way with Canadianism .

Try tuming the question of natonal charaeter
around uml asking other people such as an
American’ ot a Frenc hm.m or Enghishman o

Howto help your childrén cope with a move -

HEN WE MOVED A FEW YEARS A(H), my
wil¢ and | were worned sick about
the children: The kids didn’t wadnt 1o

goThey ddn't want to leave their frends. their

whool, the park behind our house. They were
very emotional and very adamant about

Most parents fret wheng move 1s in the offing
and most children gon’t want to go. That repf®-
ents no smadl problem, as almost one - milthon
chtldren move cach year in Canada. Every fami-
lv moves an average ol onge every six years

A new review of the research, published in the
Amernican Psychiatnice "Association Monitor
(August 1996), reveals that tor most children the
upset due to relocation is temporary: The vast
majonty ol children quickly make new fnends,
tind new haunts and adapt 1o the new school
There are, however, some children who will
nced a hittle gxtra help to get through the moye.
The tollowing general findings have emerged in
the rescarch:

* Moving can have long-term negative effects
lor children who are at risk, child-zn who are
doing poorly in school, who havé social prob-
lcms, or whose families are moving because of a
family crisis (such as divorce)

Psychology
B in the 905

* I nonc of these nisk factofs are present, any
strain of relocation sheuld be short-lived;

* The older the Child, the more difficult and
upsetting will be the move - adolescents are hit
hardest; -

* At risk children adapt much better if we give
them a little help (described below).

Young kids can have problems. because their
coping skills are not well developed and they
have a difficult time understanding the reason
for the move. At the same time, they can meet
other kids and break into new peer groups easier.
Chques aren’t so well entrenched at this age.

Adolescents, on the other hand, may under-
stand the reasons for moving too well, and object

10 them. They feclthew needs play second fiddle,
theit parents don’t gare about their feelings.

Dr. Leonard Ja¥on. at DePaul U niversity,
studied ways to help “at nsk” children adapt to a
move. He tracked ¢hildren in 30 schools. He
found that painng a child up with a buddy in the
new school was a very powerful tool. Kids were
paired up with a same-sex partner upon armval,
and the buddy was told to introduge the new
Child 1o other students, spend time with him at
lunch and recess D

The buddy system was especially effective i
the buddy was also a student who went through
the same ‘expenience, having moved in the last
few years. This buddy system didn't necessarily
improve a child’s grades or study h habits, but it
dramaucally reduced rejection, helped the child
make new friends and was a source of support
for the new student. '

Finally, parents must be careful not to go
overboard in worrying about their children. The
Iterature shows that parents actually worry too
much and become overprotective. In one study,
22 per cent of mothers reported that moving was
very stressful for the family, ‘while only 12 per
cent of their adolescents thought it was stressful.

N

Brazihan what defines them

What binds Frenehmen huuthuf Crebm

sauges”?! Cheese” (e might bind them. but ot

Ingulhar ) ‘tnnnt\ watery!

What binds Amencans ln.u.lh 'l
[gnorance masqueradhng as arrogance’
that they are the best’

What binds Brazihans? Piranha? Rain forest

" Handguns’
\ beliel

‘destruction” Urban violence and poveny !

What-binds Enghishmen? Cholesterol” A'
heliel ther island empire 1s the most ¢ivihized on
carth? No, in fact, it is cholesterol

Amencans were created by weaving realities
of story, geography ‘and language together, so
were the French, the Brazilians and the English
and the Indonesians and the Peruvians and the
Italrans and the I¢elanders, and the Pakistanis
and . .. well, Fthink: ' ve made my point

Huwer in Almost every case, whete the
geography géts unuuld) you tend 1o find
regionalism

Yet Capadiaffs are ‘more tolerant than many
other nauonalities because ‘with so many imm-
grants Jt would be dutficult 10 succged in hife 1
we weren't. And many of s ‘huﬁ; an immigrant
in our recent family background, so'‘we
empathize. Our,mindset s outward looking
because with people from all over the world and
a small population we are nterested in hbWw our
relations are getting on, N ' .

“That single fact produces in Canadians an
understanding that there 1s a greater world out
there, that there arc ideas out there and ways of
doing things that are just as L”LLH'H.. as our
ways.

Canada is essenually a §rnup of people who

“are outward looking. We arc a pcupln, who can

se¢ over the horizon, who aren’t so cnamnqni
with ourselves that we cease to acknowlegdgd
anyone else. We feather our nests but are never

Satished.

Of course that plays havoc with our politi-
cians.
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