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- Many techniques to consider when decoratmg a home

There was a time when home decorating
meant picking out a paint or wallpaper, and
finding a gmi] match for the trim color.

These days walls and trim, furnmiture and
floors can take on any ohe 9f dozens of laux
finishes and dgcorative painting technigues

Colorwashing, woodwash, 'decoupage and
crackleglaze are just some of the techmquts
that. can turn an ordinary room into a nostalgic
retreat or an exolic sanctuanry
cost involved and the work can be carried out
with a mummum ol fuss

It you've just moved into & new home, gIve
yourself some time to gettle in betore you star
expenmenting ‘with glifzes and sponges, feath
ers and plastic bags - items which cap all be
used i mventive paint jobs

There s noe great

“Watch thehght in the rooms duning the day lgs

see 1f a particalar spot miught hghhght a falix
tiush. Mayvbe vou 1 discover the
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dark for the colorg you had planned, and you'll
want to rethink your scheme

For walls and ceilings, colorwashing adds
depth and subtlety to paints with a pre-tinted,
water based glaze. It can be applied straight 10
plaster, even rough iml.nwr. which tends to take
the ook of the room back a century or two. You
can buy rcady mixed colorwashes, or make
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Woodwash gives an sid ook 1o new wood,
and kitchen cabinets, plate rarls, window frames
and new and used fumiture take the
well .
Verdigns creates a |1.|||I1A:l bronz¢ and cop
per effect and works avell on lamps, picture and
mirror frames, and other knmickknacks. Faux
marble and gramite fimishes can do wonders o
|IIL‘["II.I1..L'*~ .llltf H'i.l.l'lh"["lL‘n. S dh‘ﬁ*ﬂ‘i and cheslt
{Oops

Create what looks like d crackled, worn sus
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face with crackleglaze. Small mnh like Jew-
ellery boxes can be given a ndvel new look, and
decorating something that size lets you prachice
before you move on to bigger pieces hke
dressers |

In the IXth century, a popular.pastime was
decoupage, or cutting out mots o decorate
turnitwre. Today, fieces can be cutfrom left
over wallpaper, old borders and even nm:::nnn
and picture l’:rnku
used 1o dedorate everything trom window
frames and hight fhixtureS to,_Howerpots and
chests of drawers

Vines and tlowers can tranl clegantly down a
door frame, or individual Imar‘m! from wall
paper designed for a child’ s room can bBecome

These picces can then be

part of a mural

Spopging adds depth 1o pant color throogh a
Ii"
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ish. The walls should be pamted with latex o

you want to sponge on latex, or with an oil
based matte eggshell if yoli want to sponge n g
ghaze or an o1l based paint. Besides using
sponges to put on or take off color, you can use
soft*cloths, plastic bags and supple brushes, to
name a few, for ditferent ¢ffect®

Stencilling 1s another way (o add decorghion
o a plata_paint fimsh. You must use matenals
with the nght consistency for a successtul job
Anything too thick
lend to Bboze under the stencrll frgme, of

Cthin or slow drying will
start 1o
spread when the stencil is renpyved: Natury)
or onl-based
Jhould take

wood, wood fimished with a walos
cpgpshell pamntoor matte varnish
stencilhing well
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m.ll including their size, floor gondition, col
nrx fixtures And water pressure (turnton the
faucets and flush torlets to ¢ heek )

The basement i1s the next major intenor area
to check. Look for signs of moisture such as
water marks, peehing paint and possible
mildew. As well, look for cracks in the walls or
floors and examine all storage and utiinty areas

You'll be surprised at how well this checklist
helps you recall details. However, it's importan
to« keep in mind that this checklist i1s by no
means a substitute for a thorough, professional
home inspection

» 4 87 acres in Moffat, now only $135,000.
* 6 acres on Escarpment with views. $259,900
o 14 acres subdvision ot in Moffat $109,900
e Guelph Line just South of Campbeiivilie
Site of old “Dad’s Restaurant” $88,000 |
Plecase call Audrey Newell
at ext. 999 for further details
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