‘Sniper Travis Riggin shines in al

Merchant scores
hat trick as West
18 best in showcase

By STEVE LeBLANC '
Specwgl 1o The Champion

dravis Riggin may have taken the sceme route
o the Provincial Jr. A League AllStar Game,
but pnce there made a direct beehne into llu
spothight y ‘

A np 1o the East- West whnm.au‘ had been a

long time in coming tor the 19-ycar-old
Kincardine native, who began his Milton

Merchant 1enure more than halt a decade ago?
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Trio leads

teain to the
tourney title

A tngof Milton-area nink rats led the
charge tor the Halton Hurricane major
atoms recently, when the®team swept into
Markham and leht with an undeteated
record and the: toutnament ttle

Tim Johaston provided the'higgest
chunk of the heroes gnong his local
mates in the championship tlt, setuing up
Dan Syvret's game-winder in a 5-4 nple
ONCTIHME VICLOTY again jax/Pickdnng

While Johnston was the standout in the
Lhd"ipll!”'ﬁhll" game, tcammaltes lan.
Robertson and Adam Rutz plaved a major
role megeting the "'Canes there. Robertson
ahd Rutz drew 1wo assists in
Halton's 4-1 Semi-hinal 1r|umpﬂ.--u{ the
nost Mark ham squad

| he pf‘!!ur"\ll wins tollowed =
round-robin showing, 'in which the

m.nrul l"lILL

lar
ANCS
seored two wins and a pair ol ties. and
agamnst. Lim

() Sitout over
1 |

allowed yust tour gceal:
Johnston was in net tora 2
York/Supicoe as well as
Whithy* o

A\dam Rutz scored MVP haonors in
Halton's « Win over, Whitby, in a 3-
2 deciston, with a goal and an assist. The
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Minor bantams
playoff bound,
looking ready

Milton's rna}ur hunhnn A Winterhawks
wil take thewrr 21-4-3 record 1into
Georgetown: tomorrow  (Thursday)
o cveming, when they begip Tr-County play-
oft action against the Georgttown Rauh r

Fhe- "Hawks' outsianding regular Season
showing carned them first overall in the
Harnson Division

Backstopping the pack are Todd
Chaippino and Brett MeClure while Joe
Aquiling Justin Arone. Mant Brown, Jed
Cosby. Matt Dickson, Steve Hardimyg .
\dam Hearns, Jert Maclk.eod, Sean
Mahoney, John Mchito, John Richardson,
Kvigshmith, John Stringer and .\11‘
Lhetriault have all eontibated jo th
leam s succeess, which they hope to contin
“ue i both the T'n-Uounty playells and
OMHA plavdowns
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After two successful seasons as an up-and-com-
ing Major-Junior prospec one in which the
club went all the way to th™agovincial finals
Riggin graduated to the Ontano Nockey League
(OHL.) where he spent the bulk of a three-year
e with the Kitchener Rangers

Since returning to Milton this fall he has
helped lead a powerhouse offensive unit, His
eltorts Ldrnr.d him a tnip to lceland Areng in
Mississauga qu.ﬁ’ P hen he d 4 MLI’(JI“
foursome into the East-West All-Star Game.

Once there, he sparked s West Conlerence
cohorts 1o an 11-3 shellacking ol the Last's ¢hte
with a three-goal performance. His scoring
included a top shelf slapshot and breakaway
conversion in the opening frame and a five-hole
blast - out of nowhere — in the hinal 11 sec-
onds ohghe game ‘e

Save up to
$7.000
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“I was happy with my performance today
(Sunday). | didn't expect to score three imes but
my linemates (Mississauga's Chns Colman and
Dawvid Gallo of St Mike's) did a great job feed
mg me the puck,” said Riggm. "It felt great to
represent Milton. This organization has treated
me so well. My father recently underwent
surgery on his leg and was unable to come down
this ;weekend. I'm hoping 1o get a tape of the
game 1o show him.”

While Riggin was the standout tor the local
club, fellow Merchant all-siars Matt Van Arkel,
Mark McPhail and Jeremy Wgenzel made more
than adequate contnbutions 1o the West's dmm
nance Sunday.

Van Arkel re gnl:.n.?d at feast 10 shots on nel
but just couldn’t beat the East's cage guardvrn
He wasn't completely shut out in the :\umll

I-star spotlight

points department however, as he hs:lﬁn:d sel up
Riggin's final tally n the third |

Second-year rearguard McPhal pl.wul per
haps the best defence among the West s eight
member blueline torp. He mdde good tic-ups in
his own end and imtiated a number ol h{t;:kuuh
He was also on the ice tor four of e tcam s
goals including Riggin’s fiest.

Rookie netminder Wenzel meanwhile,
lots of rubber 1n the final frampe, He allowed a
goal by Trentor’s Kevin Baker but stoned Easl
attackers on IX other shots. Bramal¢a's Bob
DeCosta recomied a second-penod shutout whil:
Dan Kerluke of Brampton and Qakville s Matt
Swain, also tumed hat-tneks tor the West

Swain drew MVP honors, along: with a $250
scholarship, tor his side while Newmarkeét winger
Scott Stephens ook the award for the East
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Two Doors

1997 FORD F-SERIES XLS 4x2 REGULAR CAB

* WITH AUTOMATIC AND AIR CONDITIONING!
» Power Steering

* Rear-Wheel ABS

* Chrome Bumpers'
Passenger-Side Deactivator « AM/FM Stereo Cassette

PLUS NO-CHARGE XLS PACKAGE!

* Two -Tone Paint » Colour-Keyed Bodyside Mouldings
* Chrome Styled Steel Wheels = 60/49 Cloth Sphit Bench Seat

* 8'Cargo Box
* Dual Airbags - With

LIMITED TIME! NEW LOW phmzm

*2392

WITH $2,637 DOWNPAYMENT
OR PURCHASE FOR ONLY $22,995"

With A Third Door
For *49 More!

1997 FORD F- SERIES XLS 4x2 SUPERCAB
LIMITED TIME! NEW LOW PAYMENT

Same Great
Features And The Only
Pickup With A
Standard 3rd Door!
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MORE POWER, MORE ROOM THAN CHEVY & DODGE!

mm 4400 RPM | 175 @ 4800 RPM_

> 28

24

WITH $2,637 DOWNPAYMENT
OR PURCHASE FOR ONLY $25,495"

See Your Ontario Ford & Mercury Dealers
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CANADA'S #1

'TRUCK LEADERS!'
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CHOOSE YOUR |

D¢ payment . |-
or equi

r equivalent trade | Regular Cab

SERIFS LEASE PAYMENT

Monthly Payment’
SuperCab




