necoratmg

There was a time whep hume deco-
rating meant picking out a paint or
wallpaper, and finding a good match
for the trim colour

These days walls and tnms, furmi-
ture and floors can take on any one ol
dozens of faux fimshes and decora-
tive painting techmques

Colour washing, wood wash,
decoupage and crackle glaze are just
some techmques which can tum an
ordinary room nto a nostalgic retreat
or an exotic sanctuary. There's no
great cost.involved and the work can
be carnied out with a minimum ol
fuss

If you've just moved into a new

L]

home, give yourseélf sOme time to set-

tle in before you start expenmenting.

with glazes and sponges, feathers and
plastic bags — itemg which can all be
used in inventive paint Jobs.

Watch the light in the rooms dunng
the day to see if a particular spol
might highlight a faux finish. Maybe
you'll discover the kitchen’s too dark
for the colours you had planned, and
you'll want to rethink your scheme

For walls and ceilings, colour
washing adds depth and subtiety to
paints with a pre-tinted, water-based
glazed. It can ‘h-( applied straight to
plaster, even fough plaster, which
tends to take the look of the room

back a century or two. You can buy
ready-mixed colour washes, or make
your own.

Wood washes give an old look lu\-

new wood, and kitchen cabinets, plate
rails, window frames and new and
used fumniture take the treatment well.
Verdigris creates a patinated bronze
and copper effect and works well on
lamps, picture and mirror frames, and
other knick-knacks. Faux marble and
granite fimshed can do wonders for
fireplaces and mantelpieces, dresser
and chest tops .
Create what looks like a cracked,
worn surface with crackle glaze
Small nems like jewellery boxes can
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- Fancy finishes work all around the house

be gwcnﬁ novel new look, and deco-
rating something that size lets you
practise before you move on to bigger

pieces like dressers.

In the 18th century, a popular Al
time was decoupage, or cutting out
motifs to decorate furmture. Today,
pieces can be cut from leftover wall-
paper, old borders and even maga-
,2nes and picture books. These preces
Ldn theg be used to decorate Cvery-
thing frog window frames and light
fixtures W flower pots and chests ol
drawers

Vihes and flowers can trail elegant-
ly down a door frame, or individual
figures cut from wallpaper designed

for a child’s room can become part of
a mural. Sponging adds depth to paint
colour through a layenng process and,
gives a soft, attractive fimish. The
walls should be painted with latex 1f
yo# want to sponge on latex, or with
an oil-based matte eggshell if you
want to sponge in a glaze or an of*
based paint. Besides using sponges to
put on or take off colour, you can use
soft cloths, plastic bags and stipple
brushes, to name a few, for different
cliects
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Custom built two level home. All the prin- g Lo TR e
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family sized kitchen with oak floom huge
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There is a shortage of town histings. If you
are thinking of moving please call today

1 bedroom viceroy on 7.55 pnivale acres in the Moffal area (I have buyers waiting)

Call Debra lor more details
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