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Esch says opponent i
too poorly schooled &
for:job he’s chasing

Brian Esch, a candidate seeking the nomination of the Reform Party in * §
Halton, may have buried his campaign before it really started with com- |
ments during a party.rally Tuesday night at Lions Club Hall.

Mr. Esch a longtime teacher, and more recently a horse breeder and
businessman, created a stir when he bluntly told the 50 people-in atten-
dance that one of his opponents, Clay Downes of Georgetown, is not
well educated enough to understand or draft complex legislation in the
House of Commons.

Mr. Esch said that in fnendly games of
Scrabble he had played against Mr.
Downes, his opponent mounted*a solid
strategy gnd even beat him, but proved so
inept at spelling that Mr. Esch had to help
him with “about every third word.”

The Campbellville resident also called
his other opponent, Milton’s Rick
Malboeuf, unclectable because his candi-

. dacy has beenunsuccessful in several elec-
~ tions at vanious levels.

Clearly shaken by the attacks, both Mr.
Malboeuf and Mr. Downes pointedly

refused to engage in similar tactics.

After the meeting Mr. Downes said that
he felt that Mr. Esch understood that he
made an error and that such tactics are
unwarragted “unless you are pretty damn
sure of yourself.”

“I think he regrets it,” sad Mr, Downes.
“He's not a bad guy, he just made a mis-
tak.f," - 1

Mr. Esch, however, did not so easily
back off his remarks, saying his comments
needed w b® made because, “people need
to know those things about the candidates
they might vote for.”

Mr. Esch was not sure if he would take
the same approach in Georgetown nexlt
week. That all-candidates meeting is
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scheduled for Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at the
Georgetown Cultural Centre on Church
Sltreet.

The next day Mr. Esch, in a telephone
call 1o The Canadian Champion, sad he
had “taken steps to apologize™ and would
no longer use personal attacks in his cam-
paign, either in public or private,

Mr. Downes defended bimself during

the meeting, saying he is a self-made suc-
cessful businessman with no debts. He said
his.main education had been in the “school
of hard knocks" and implored people to

*look at his record., which includes three

terms as Reform Party nding president.
Mr. Malboeuf said after'the meeting that

» see MUDSLINGING on page 4

Got an hour?
Meals on Wheels in Milton is making
an urgent plea for help.
. The organization needs volunteers
o serve meals to seniors on
Thursdays from 11 am. 1o 1 p.m. ,
Drivers are also needed for rural

routes. If you can help, contact Mary
Cooke at 878-6639.

RENT ANY TWO WEEKENDS
FROM DISCOUNT AND ENJOY
A THIRD WEEKEND FREE®
* Some restrictions apply
“We want your business and we'll come right to your frOt door to get it!
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