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FABRICLAND m vo...

Last Minute’

Pre-Holiday Sale
Every

Fabric, Drapery
& Upholstery

547 Main St. E. |
Milton
| 878-0931 |
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Youw’ll Save On:

» Fashion Velvets & Velveteen
¢ Lace & Metallic Fabrics
* Polyester Prints & Solids
* Rayon Prints & Solids
e Velours
¢ Arctic Fleece Prints & Solids
¢ 100% Wool & Wool Blends
e Christmas Collection
» Home Decor Collection

pr short, cvervthing vou Il need
1o sew up the s¢ Holidays!
Yes, Virginia, there's still time
to Sew It & Save at Fabpicland!

FABRICLAND

FASHION FABRIC DISTRIBUTOR
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Phaoto by GRAHAM PAINE

OPSEU members picketed Sunday out of concern for a proposed movjeiof
100 beds from Allendale to south Halton. Plans for the new facility include a
private sector partnership with Halton Region.

Protesters say seniors

being sold o

By STEVE LeBLAN

Special to The Champion

“Private Not Public“and “Save our
Seniors™ were among the messages put out
Sunday at Allendale, by a small but spint-
ed group raliying around the Milton Kome
for the aged l

Roughly 30 supporters braved chilly
alternoon temperatures to voice their con-
cem over a plan to remove about 100 long
term care beds from Martin House and tumn
them over to a private sector partner in
south Halton. v <

“Our main concemn is that if these beds
become privatised the care won't be there,
that it'll beall for money. They're selling
our semors 10 the highest bidder,” said Pat
tesoun, president of the Ontario Public
Service Employees Union (OPSEU ), Local
261. A health care aide at the Milton home
for the past 31 years, Ms Heroux was
Joined by fellow Allendale employees as
well as supporters from both Milton and
Oakville. _

“We already lack beds at Allendale. We

need additional beds, not less. A movetoa

private partnership would not only make
seniors’ care much more expensive, but

HELP HIN LELIVER A KNOCKOUT PUNCH T0 IRUG AND ALGOHOMSALDICTION

AN organization called

location i1or people involved apd perhaps hooked on

help in recoyering irom that world.

o,

was lormed back in January oi 1995 and
has been working toward the goal of a residential iacllity 1or Halton Region as a

I.1

drugs or alcohol, to go to ior

The diilerence is that this is for teenagers = actually between the ages oi 12 and
18, who are perhaps out oi the lamily residence, or appearing there parttime, are

on the outs with ilamily and society,

who are perhaps

‘on the streets'

and have

-

nowhere to turn to get assistance, advice, or maybe Just need someone to talk to.

This project has been spearheaded by Lenise lLiule. In order to gain some recognition

il0or

Lenise, in cnnJunctinnlwith Bruce Hood, local businessman

and iormer INHL reieree, has arranged 1ior George Chuvalo, former world r7nowned
boxer and someone who has experienced 1irst hand the ramifications drug and alcohol

2! at 7:00pm.

This 1s the 1irst stage o1 a plan to hive him come back again in late February or
early larch to talk in many o1 the schools across Halton. Ultimately a fund raising

nignt i1or the program is planned prior

-~

to Liarch Break.

For more iniormation see next weeks Champion.
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also mean a loss of about 100 jobs in
Milton which will have an economit
impact on the community. |
“In the 31 years I've been working here,
I've seen sgniors’ care come full circle. It's
improved tremendously over the yearst but
now 1 see it going back to the way it was.”
The afternoon rally was held the same
day Allendale celebrated i1ts annual
Chnistmas tea. Family members of local
sentors were given pamphlets, outhining
the government’s plan for seniors’ care i
The pamphlet reads: “A pnivate corpora-
Lon 1s not accountable to the aged. to those
who feed, change and interact with the res
idents, or 1o the taxpagers who provide the
funding. Their accountability 1s to their
shareholders, not to the people in the

home." “:il”'\ for Halton residents tor

e
voice thégXoncemns to Halton Chadir Joyce
Savolin Halton North MPP Ted Chud-
leigh o the provincial health minister

O‘L ile and District Labor Council
WORKERS on page 13
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still be ultimately responsible.”

Curfgntly the province is studying all
care facilities with an eye to
g funding. Halton has one of the
eds to population counts in
wever the study is expected (o
| more months and any action
s realisti@ally several years away, accord-

Ing to Mﬁ%waﬂ. -
She said people moving to the new
southemn facility would not be just those
people currently living in Martin House,
everyone at Allendale would be given the

opportunity. Y o

“The new facility will not be cheaper,
not as accessible or accountable,” said Ms
Mussett. “Private facilities are accountable
only to their sharcholders. There are only
50 many, dollars coming from the operat-
ing funds and profits must come from that
money.”

Ms Mussett said that moving is not an ‘

option for some of the staff. She sajd
OPSEU would continue to keep the pres-
sure on and was attempting to schedule a
meeting willf Mayor Gord Krantz.

Ms Ewart added that Martin House
could be remodeled into seniors aparnt-
ments, which would let more independent
semors take advantage of some of the pro-
grams at Allendale, or it could be refur-
bished and maintained as a long term care
facility, but only if the province provided
operating funds.
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