Prepare your home for winter

The long, cold blustery days of winter are on their way as

possible to discover the damage through wasermarks on ceil-

sure as fall follows summer. For -homeowners that mean®® ings inside your house. You should be ablé to do most small

now's the tme to undertake those special mamntenance jobs
that will protect your home and ke w and your family
warm and comfortable during the months’ahead

It all starts with a careful, thorough inspection of the out-
side of your home. There are a hall dozen areas that may
peed special attention. In some areas the maintenance you |l
need to do can be relatively simple and done by yoursel; in
other cas¢s you may need to call in a professional to deal
with a problem '

Start with the eavestroughs

Eavestroughs that are blocked w\th leaves, bird’s nests or
other matenal can ¢reate problems &g you dunngthe winter
With lots of snow and freezing tempéxature, this debns can
freeze and form 1te dams in the troughy which will force
water 1o back up under the shingles or down through the sid-
ing and ey entually enter the house |

Clean matenal from the eavestroug
~ sure downspeuts and joints are free offblockages by running
a plumber’s snake or a straightened put metal coathanger
through them. Don’t lean a ladder agains! the troughs; it may
pull them out of ahgnment il

carefully and make

Check the chimney
Blacked chimpey's can also cause many problems. Use a
fMshlight or a mirror on a sunny day to look down your
chimney to check fof blockages. If it needs cleamng to get
nd of debris, soot or tar, a professional cleaner can do the
job easily with a vacuum machine
Although it may be messy, you can do the job yoursell
with a stuffed and weighted small burlap bag lowered down
the chimney and then pulled back up. Block the fireplace
below 1o contain the mess
en you are inspecting the chimney make sure you look
{MMmortar damage between the bricks, and spaces in the
flashing around the flue or the base of the chimney. You
mdy need to make some répairs by caulking the trouble
SPOAS X
The roof can be a problem area
While you're checking the chimney, take a close look at
your roof. Damaged shingles should be replaced, and other
small repairs made where necessary. Sometimes it's only
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repairs yourself, but take extra care, dl‘a from roels are a
major source of household accidents andiinjunes.

While roofing usually stays in good sRape for many years,
as the house gets older you may want to ask a reputable
roofing professional o do a through check to seewhether
you need major repairs. If they're are needed, and they will
be at some ime, 1t's better to do them sponer than later

Look for.spaces in joints

Wherever two parts or different matenals come together
on the outside of your home there is potential for damaging
spaces that could let in water or drafts. Particularly check the
areas around windows and doors, plumbing, exhaust and
ventilation vents, roof and comer joints, foundation joints
and any other places where there are intersections.

Spaces in these areas need to be filled with caulking or
putty. It's not a difficult job, and if you do it properly it can
last for four or five years. The key point 1s to check all those
potential problem areas carefully and repair them quickly.

The inside job of winterproofing

Insulation, for the most part, is an inside job but keep it in
mind when you are prepaning your house for winter. Proper
insulation can dramatically reduce your heating costs, and
help make your home comfortable. Proper vennlation, com-
bined with insulation, can lessen excess visible and hidden
condensation which cap be the cause of extreme damage 10
the structure of your home.  »

During the harsh Ontano winters, there’s nothing hke a
warm and healthy house to come home to. By inspecting
and repainng potential winter prob-

lem arcas now, you angd s

family €an have u':'fa).
enjoyable and troubl€-frée

life in your home during .'“‘-
the coming cold months ‘,_,.,._...
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making giving a tanuly affair. When wu save for your
hohdays, mortgage or new car, put some away for giving
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Call the hard-working nice guy!

SELL WITH STEVE PORTER
DIRECT: (905)875-2582 OFF.: (905)338-9000
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18 AGHI‘ Mixed hardwood &
cultivated pines. Central to Milton
Georgetown & Guelph

$129,900.

< RE LOT. Beautifully treed
and private, well, paved road &
highway access

$99,900.
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~ Please
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Circulation Department
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INVESTOR ALERT, MAIN STREET

CETERLN - FXECUTIVE CENTRE - $990 000.00
Weil lreed Prime commercial
barn wilh 5 builging in the hean of
Milton Compietely

restructured. ceramic

tioors, atrium In the
front entrance  Detailed

more info or 10 view, nluse ask tnr
| Stewart Nadden, Assec. Broker af 176
0533 or Res. B78-2333 1 /raww i ca

EXECUTIVE STYLE TOWN HOUSE

IN JURLINGTON - 147,400

Prvacy' Quset' In 3 quet Country setng Al :
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COMMERCIAL SPACE
Approx 1000 5q 0 for lease For more Oetaily
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4 PLEX IN HALTON HILLS
. GREAT INVESTMENT
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