Surge in slo

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

[he 1996 Nassagaweya Men's Masters
Slo-Pitch season has been in the history
books for some time now, and so have the
cttorts of three of its LOp compatitors.

Despite the feelings of accomphishment
the tno must enjoy lollowing a solid year
amid high-level national competition, they
may well draw even more satisfaction
trom the burgeoning popularity of thei
spon

SSlo-Pitch has gained ¢onsiderable POp-
ulanty over the past 20 or 30) years,  noted
Gerry Brooks, whose Brookville Rideout
Auto Parts crew won the Nassagaweya
ttle. "It used 1 be guys played fastball or
sottball untl the W\ were around 30 and then
quit, but now the Jaeeep playing and even
tally switch o%er 10 slo-pitch. This has
caused a huge influx of players over the
past Tew years.” That has made for much
stronger competition, both at the local and
natiomal level.,

Brooks, Mike Fascinato of Milton and
Lowville's Gary Hoard ventured outside
the realm of their rural league this pasi
summer and showcased their walents at the
national level. "

The tno were selected to play 1n the
Men's 8enior Canadian Slo-Pitch Champ
lonships in Peterborough. They competed
On-a team sponsored by Milton's Harrop
Restaurant and Gallery, comprising play-
vrs Wom across the GTA. The local plavers
helped bring home silver-medal honors

trom their first naonal tournament

‘I couldn’t believe how good some of
the teams were at the nationals.” said
Brooks. “One player from the Brantford
squad, who also won the title in 1992, said
il they had sent the same team 'this year
they would have never gone .beyond the
preliminary round.” :

With both an increase in players and bet-
lCr conditioning every year, Brooks said
slo-pitch is quickly becoming as great a
challenge as softball or even tastball.
“There are better pitchers these days and
the defénse s gething stronger all the
ime, he explained.

'his may be duesin part (o year-round
competiion an many centres throughout
Metro, Brooks himself has been invited to
jon - a Markham team during a winter
league played at the Dixie Road indoor
diamond

“That’s really an indication of how pOp-
ular the sport is getting, when you can find
enough players to torm a league in the
winter,” Brooks said

With regard to the natipnal showcase,
“We had actually qualitied,the year before,
but didn’t go because we felt our (cam
wasn 't strong enough,” said Fascinato,
who pitched even game in the team's S-|
showing.

His mound performance anchored the
Metro squad to wins over S John's,

Victona, Calgary. Peterborough and .

Dresden before losing 10 Brantford Nissan
m the gold medal round. “It (the national
lournamenty was exciting as hell, We all

THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HALTON

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE
RECONSTRUCTION OF GUELPH LINE FROM
BRITANNIA ROAD TO DERRY ROAD
CITY OF BURLINGTON |

PR-1538

The Regional Municipality of

Halton has recently completed the

prehminary design phase and 18 now proceeding with the detailed design
of approximately 3.4 km of Guelph Line from 200 m south of Britannia
Road to 250 m south of Derry Road in the City of Burlington. The
reeonstruction is required in order to improve the horizontal and vertical
alignment, road drainage, roadway satety, the structural condition of the
pavement, and to address slope stabilization concems:

A Public Information Centre will be held to update any interestéd parties
on design refinements to the approved plan. Members of the public are
invited to drop in-at their ¢onvenience and discuss the study with
representatives of the Region and their consultants

The Publi¢ Information Centre will be held:

DATE:. - <= Tuesday, December 3, 1996
TIME 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

PLACE:

St. George’s Anglican Church

Guelph Line north of Derry Road

had a tremendous time,” Fascinato added.
Patrolling the outfield was Brooks, who
hke Fascinato played many years of fast-
ball betore ‘mrlrhing overdo slo-pitch. The
nove, he said, meant ..tl.nlutr:.ljr no- de-
crease in quality or intensity of compel-
ton. Hoard was a steady contributor af the
plate and next to Brooks in the outfield
Fascinato s already thinking about
another big performance at next year's
nationals. He's hoping to be part of the

team that goes for another medal In z
Vancouver. “[ like to play squash in {Ily

winter, but 'm hoping to ' make a retufn
(rip to the ngtionals in 1997. What can )
say, 1U's the largest participant sport in
North- America and for good reason. It's
really tun,” Fascinato said.

MONARCH BASKL

WINTER LEAGUE

“For Boys & Girls ages 8-16
Al least 1 game per week - Tues. of Thurs
Starts Jan. 7/97 & runs to March Break
6.30 -8:30 pm at E.C. Drury High S&hool

REGISTRATION FEE
$80.00

For more-information call

854-2714

-pitch interest means more qualit

“It used to be guys
played fastball or
softball until they were
around 30 and then
quit, but now they keep
playing and eventually

the past fe

players over
W years.”

GERRY BROOKS

e

E.C. DRURY HIGH SCHOOL
December 1 1996

MINI BANTAM & BANTAM BOYS & GIRLS
© 30 - 7 30 pm

MIDGET & JUVENILE GIRLS

175/70R13 $136.10
185/70R14 $152.60
205/65R15 $198.80 *129:00
235/75R15 $181.20 *117.00

99.00

o

1st 40 CUSTOMERS RECEIVE ||
FREE SWEATER WITH
4 TIRE PURCHASE

Milton, Ontano

sSubject to the comments received as a result of this notice, final design
drawings and contract documents will be prepared for construction

activities entatively scheduled for 1997, ALL BLIZZAK PURCHASES

RECEIVE FREE

If you require any additional information regarding this project, please
. CHANGEOVER IN SPRING

contact:

Mr.J. Choi, P. Eng.

Regional Munigpality of Halton
151 Bronte Road 1400 Rymal Road East
Oakville, Ontario L6M 31 Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9
Telephone: (905) 639-1540/878-8113 Telephone: (905) 385-3234

Mr. T Stuart, P Eng.
C.C. Parker Consultants Limited

JOAN A. EAGLESHAM
REGIONAL CLERK

Milltown Tire

751 Steeles Ave., Milton ¥




