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Giving youi‘ home a fix-up

without spending a fortune

It you've recently purchased a home and
think it needs some fixing up herg and there, but
don't want to spend a king's ransom, there are
plenty of relatively simple, cost-effective things
you can do to give your new digs a boost and

© create more pleasant surroundings

You may hind, for instance, the asphalt or
goncrete driveway you've acquired with your
home is in a sad state of repair or that youg 3\1
minum siding looks a hittle dull and dingy. And
what are you going to do abowt that ancient
door which hides the view of that stnking,
hand-carved front door’

With just a little ingenuity and perseverance,

you'll discover that you can probably wosk,

wonders even on a relatively tight budget
depending of course = how much actually needs
10 be done
‘
Outside
However, belorg you decide 10 Mokl any
projects, be reahisul. It you peed major work
done (hke replacing a toundation footing), obv)
ously a little patching here or there isn't going
10 be ternibly effective. Unless it's an emer
gency — it may be better to wat-until you have
the funds 1o have the job done properly by pro
fessionals
On the other hand, there are_ many things you
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can do yourself, or hire someone to do for a rea-
sonable cost. For instance, if your chimney
looks like 1t's inrough shape, you can have il
re-pointed instead of replacing 1t altogether.

If you have aluminum siding that looks hke
1It's seen better days, don’t automatically
assume you have to replace it, you can have il
power washéd by professjonal cleaners. You
may want to try cleaning it yourself with the
proper cleansers. (Check with your local hard-
ware or building supply store 1o see what prod-
ucts they recommend.for this task. )

Minor Cracks in'your dnveway, sidewalk or
outer foundation walls can be remedied with the
appropriate® patching compound. (However,
mmull an expeft tor anythapg that appears to be
|h¢. lcast bit senous.) You can also buy special
scalants for your driveway 1o give 1t a new,
glassy sheen .-\y.nn'. it's important to check
with your local building sypply or hardware
store to see what's recommended

Il your storm doors are 1n bad shape, you
should detimitely consider replacing them
While this may seem expensive, there are many
t"l!a’ll.‘\ e ent choices 1o choose lrom and
these will help enhance the overall look ol your
home, while helping (o save money on your
heating bills at the same time

[he samg h}ju apphes 0 windows — but you
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may want to do one or two windows at a time
depending on your budget

It's a good wdea 1o choose vinyl-clad or alu-
minum replacements so ju'nl; don't have to
worry about painting them
doesn’t permit this, consider the magnetic storm
windows that you gitac h from the inside of your
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And kKeep in mind that lawns can be coaxed
back imto shape with a hittle grooming, tertihizer
and grass seed. You may even want to put in
some replacement stnpsol sod Landscaping
can be greatly enhanced with the addition of
just a lew properly posttioned bushes and plants

or the pruning or removal of some ungfinly
ONCS

When planting new trees, Lur‘*r futire growth
potential in mind; you don’'t want large roots to
close to your *oundation

A new mailbox and new
tures can also do wondgss 10 uﬁrm't up your
home, along with a handsome doorknocker

" Inside®

outdoor hight hix-

A great deal can also be done 1o the inside of

your home to give it a quick hix-up. A fresh coal
of paint or wallpaper can work wonders. I, for
example, your kitchen has cingy, outdated cup-
boards, you can give ghem a quick coat ol
melamine pamnt 1o prm'rilu: a durable, yet attrac
tive finish until you're in a hinancial positon to
replace them altogether

Outdated linoleum flooring can be replaced
with new resthent floor tiles. You can buy these
in a box and afhix them to your existing floor.
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(However, whea doing this, sure
carciully read and follow the
direchions.)

I vour bathtub 1s a mess, consider having 1l
reglazed instead of replacing it altogether. This
process, when apphed by professionals, can add
years of hie 10 your tub al
of instalhing a brand new one

New sinks and torlets can usually be replaced

you

a lraction ol the coslt

al a reasonable coslt

You may also want 1o consider replacing your
faucets if they are particularly old, stained
encrusted with mildew or scratched. You may
want to tackle this job yourself, but il you have
any qualms, 1t's best 1o hire a protessional

If the carpeting you' ve acgquired looks hike it's
seen better days, consider having 1t steam
clcaned by professionals, or rent a special umt
A deep, thorough cleaning
can bring carpets back w hife and help them last
until you are able to purchase new ones. Or np
up the existing carpeting 1o expose your wood
en Hoors

Wooden tloors can also be sanded and revar
nished 1o bring back their onginal gloss. You
can rent a machine and do this yourselt or hire a
prolessional

}rlf'ilﬂlt.“u'l’ tlllu'k lixes you decide to try,
remember to build flexibility into your plans so
that you Il stull bé able to accommodate major

changes a few years down the road
B This article is provided by local Realtors
i

and the Ontario Real Estate Association
(OREA ) for the benefit of consumers in the real

estate markel
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