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97 CIVIC LX '$208/month! N x By BRAD REAUME Development Charges Act. The charges help finance roads, sew-
| The Champion ers, and other amenities hinked to new residential or commercial

97 ACCORD EX . $298/month’ |\ i ‘ dévelopment
97 ACCORDS 6.8% financing' ;9 L Stephen Kaiser says he does not envy the provincial govemn-  According to Mr. Kaiser development charges have been nsing
| c.owned | ment, as it faces tough choices 10 pay for increased levels of municipal service, in order to keep
Hondas toc ' The president of the Urban Development Institute (UDI), a taxes from going up. Now, “everything 1s being looked at. This is
905-896-3500 - " large land development lobby group, spoke to a Milton Chamber a tremendous time for change 1 our industry,” he said. “There are

230 Dundas St. E., Mississauga of Commerce breakfast meeting last week and outlined his orga- tough decisions for government to make. The government is

(Just East of Hyrontaro) , - ' k2 : : e e . h S reducing s
§ P aen, b . an. a1 & poe 13l e ses $350350 Domrdevmand S8451 170 Mization's approach (o alternatives facing the Harris government.  faced with either raising taxes or g spending and Ontario
S oo Guss $8.313 30/12,737 40, 88,000 km Mmi, models EMSIV/COSEIV At the ferefront are changes expected this month to the is already a heavily taxed jurisdiction.”

Outlining UDI's position on changes 10 the act, he characterized
A X oy SE 3 S e AP unicipal services which are funded through development
- Lo 4/ g R SR charges as basic, discretionary or excluded. He said the late 1980s
'%‘" .“ : as a ime when municipahiies bualt large infrastructures without
concemn for the future requirements of their maintenance or

placement.

Under the UDI proposal basic services which u.uuld he %) per
prent funded from development charges include: Sanitary sewers,
pwater supply, drainage, roads and the capjtal costs of polig, fire,

electrical power and parks.

Discretionary services, funded on a S0-50 split between devel-
opment charges and the tax base*would include: Indoor recreation
facilities, library and transit services.

£ According to Mr. Kaiser he would like to see solid waste treat
nt, land acqusition, cultural services, hospitals, social services
education excluded from development charges. He said these
services should be dealt with by the municipalities, and some
funded through user fees. ‘
BV Mr. Kaiser said the govemnment study of development charges
. ‘was aimed at increasing the faimess of the charges, reducing the
pcosts of development, and decreasing the bamriers to development
\the charges currently impose. +
8 ““We don’t want to battle, we want to strengthen the partnership
& betweéen UDI and the municipalities,” said Mr. Kaiser. “It is an
R L altempt to hnng uniformity and accountabyjity into the syslem
'#' o " :“':_:_ . ‘while exploring costs and alternative ways of providing services.’
.@ ' Mr. Kaiser said in some cases the cost of development charges
:Ju.eed the cost of the land being developed. He said for the aver-
}.ﬂge new homg in the Greater Toronto Area the development
* charges amount to, about $45,000 when spgiid over the length of
the morigage. He said many U.S. junsdictions value the yearly
“taxes and increased employment bmughl 0 their areas by indus-
i trial and commercial developments enough to pmwdc tax hreak.s,q
+ rather than levy development charges.
,*' Predictably, other associations in the development mduﬂry
B ‘have supported UDI's stance on development chagges. In addition
'the Ontario Taxpayers Coalition® has lent support, according to
. Mr. Kaiser, who quoted its president Paul Pagnuelo as saying.
i UDI's position is “creative, with good ideaS on who pays and
& establishing service levels.”
b The new legislation will likely see some services fall out of
2 dcvelupmcrnt charges and a change in service levels, according to
Mr Kaiser. He pointed to the possibility of municipalities taking
nver funding for the capital side of education, which could lead to
% - schools doubling as community centres. ' He said that would be a
. more cosl effective way (8 fund both services.
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* Plumbing * Pumps

* Heating * Water Treatment

* Gas Fireplces * Central Vacuum

* Air Conditioning * Financing Available 0.A.C.

Installation, Sales and Service




