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brought Yo Ontanio classrooms, says a local
MPP. .
TED CHUDLEGHN Halton North MPP Ted Chudleigh said
el the Halton Board of Education’s renewal
plah is a step in the right direction, but i
just touches the tip of the icebérg.

**1 don’t.think. it fequires a tinkering. |
think it requires a passivg restructuring,”
he said, noting that the province of New
Brunswick operales under one school sys-
em.

“I don’t believe the status quo is work-*
ing very well. It seems to me that we umld
do a much better job."” .

Mr. Chudleigh, along with colleagues
Oakville South MPP Gary Carr and Halton
Centre MPP Terence Young, confirmed
that Queen’s Park is seriously consideninig
abolishing the 166 existing school boards,
but nothing has been decided..~

“We are looking at cvt:rylhlng Irum

' ahulu.hmg board to province-wide bir.
gaining,” Mr. Carr said. “But there hasn’(
been a final decision made.”

If if were up to him, Mr. Carr *Hud the
boards would be gone. '

“I'm in favour of it,” he said. "Right
across the province the boards handled
(reCent 3 per cent provincial funding cuts)
very Badly and are incapable of handling |
the tough decisions when it comes to
spending.”

A pnme example of the Halton Board's
mishandling of the situation, says Mr
Carr, was last spring’s knee-jerk isSuing of
teacher layoff notices. The board inten-
tionally stirred up the public, he cpntinued.
but in the end only gave those oppbsed 1o
school boards more ammunition to scrap
them.

“My constituents have little faith or con-
fidence in the Halton board,” said Mr
Young, who adds that evén some trustees
are frustrated by the lack of leadership

Another example is the public: school
board’s current plan to close between eight
to 12 schools in Halton, which Mr. Carr
calls its “typical way of nanagement.”
Every school could remain open if boards
just reined in teachers’ salanies, which are
15 to 20 per tent higher in Ontario than
any other province, says Mr. Carr.

The provincial government says top p.n

. for teachers in Ontario averages $6
compared to an average of $51,126 tnr
teachers in the other nine pfovinces.

“We have to take bargaining away from
trustees,” said Mr. Carr. “Quite frankly,
trustees haven't done a good job.”

After allyadds Mr. Young, the teachers’
union sets its strategy province-wide so
why should 166 separate deals be struck’
Savings are possible, he continued, but
teachers’ union leaders — not the province
— are the ones stirring up anmuy arﬂ‘tmg
their membership.

Mr. Carr said the kinds-of across- lhc
board changes Queen's Park is contem-
plating include more class time for teach-
ers.‘He says, “prep time” is simply too
expensive.

Mr. Young says teachers must simply
spend more time in the classroom. In addi-
uon, he believes performance and menit -
not only seniority — must come into play.

“We have become slaves to the financial
gnd,” said Mr. Young. “Let’s reward the
teachers who are putting in the extra time.”

Summers off, 9-10-3 hours, department

* see BOARD on page 10
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