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Extreme measures

Seventeen-year-old Michelle Crispé of the “Extreme Team” takes flight

while performing a jump off a ramp,

prior to the start of Sunday’s Rotary

Blade-a-thon in support of the X-cape Youth Drop-in Centre.

Schoolclosings unlikely
says public board trustee

By KAREN SMITH
The Champion

Closing two Milton elementary schools
s an unlikely scenario in the Halton Board

of Education’s restructuring plan, accord- g

ing to a Milton trustee.

Ward 2 public school Trustee Flb
Belford said board officials aren't serious-
ly considering closing Percy W. Merry and
Martin Street schools, even though the
mové'was one of two options outlined in a
study on enrolment projections to 2002.

“Basically, I think we're quite safe,” she
said. “People need to have their minds put
at ease.”

The board will host a public meeting to
discuss the Accommodation Planning
Document at Milton District High School
Wednesday, Oct. 16.

The 7:30 p.m. event is one of six meet-
ings being held throughout the region by
the board to gather public opinion about
the options presented in the document.

“It is not a final report, but rather a pre-
sentation of information, data and options
that can now be examined by all stake-
holders,” said board Chair Linda Glover.

“This document sets the stagéXor discus-
sion and input by providing all the neces-
sary information, plus a variety of options

for the board to consider.” °

Ms Belford said she requested a meeting
in Milton after she leamed the board had
not planned to hold one in town.

She said board officials told her no meet
ing had been scheduled for Milton because ]
school closures were unlikely.

The option to close Percy W. Merry-and
Martin Street schools was cited in Plan B
of the document. The move is based on a
proposed change in grade configuration
putting kindergarten to grade 6 in ele
tary schools and grade 7 to OAC in sec-
ondary schools.

In the Plan B scenario, 525 places for
elementary students would be left unfilled,

» see LOCAL SCHOOLS on page 3




