% OUR READERS WRITE

LI C ANADIIAN

SRRYIHIRA

Foxfire censorship narrow minded

The following letter was sent to local
MPP Ted Chudleigh, and a copy filed with
The Champion for publication:

Dear Editor:

{ fully support MPP Ted Chudleigh's
decision not 1o get involved in the Foxfire
controversy contrived by Mr. Jack
Huisman of Campbellville.

Either you believe in democracy or you
don’t. Censorship of literature has no place
in 4 democracy.

Mr. Huisman recently circulated a docu-
ment in which he quotes liberally from the
text. I understand your office has received
this decument. In that document Mr.
Huisman quoles sentences and phrases
from the book entirely out of context.

When | was studying English we were
taught jo never quote an author out of con-
lext. Such action leads to a distortion of the
author's intent. Mr. Huisman apparently
feels ‘he can break that basic rule of schol-
arship to suit hus own ends

Let me add that I support Mr. Huisman
in s push to prevent this book being
forced upon his son.

But it has come to my attention that
Foxhire (by Joyce Carol Oates) is not a
required text at the school. Mr. Huisman's
son was free to choose another novel,
How, therefore, are Mr. Huisman's rights
béing violated?

Joyce Carol Oates is one of the most
respected writers 1n contemporary
Amencan literature. She ranks right up
there with Canada’s Margaret Atwood
(who also, upon occasion, in her work
makes reference to sex and “coarse lan-
_guage”).

| Attention
‘All

Milton Chamber Membersh,

Employers, Employees, Dependents and
Retirees

The cnitic Eleanor Wachtel interviewed
Ms Oates tfis past summer during her
weekly literary program “Wriggk's and
Company” on CBC radio. balcs
described her deep dismay and fear of the
connection made by advertisers and the
media between sex, violence and power in
her country. She added that in Foxfire she
was attempting to hold up a mirror to
Amencan society and.compel people to
look at themselves.

Surely this is the courageous role of a
wriler in any country — to make us look at
ourselves, no matter how painful that may
be. If Mr. Huisman doesn't like what he
sees — and as the father of a daughter, nei-
ther do 1 — then perhaps he should tackle
the problem head-on and write to the
advertisers and media moguls who exploit
the power of sexuality in advertising and
in the public imagination. *

But to shoot the messenger, as Mr.
Huisman is trying to do by having the
book banned, is 1o miss the point entirely
and in so doing trample on one of our most
sacred democratic nghts.

In closing, let me again commend you
for leaving this decision to the qualified
professionals at the Halton Board of
Education. When it comes (o taste in litera-
ture for high school students, 1 think the
overwhelming majonty of Halton taxpay-
ers would prefer to leave these décisions to
those who have the training and ability to
make them. Such decisions should not be
made by special interests groups with nar-
row moral and political agendas.

Bill Templeman
~ Milton
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Coming Soon

See Friday'’s Chamber Newsletter
for more details
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Skate For Youth

For Details call

8788§ 19 or 878-3503
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Milton Rota
Blade-A-ThOn |

Win a pair of In-Line Skates!

Prize to the entrant with most funds raised. 1
Skates ‘donated by Spokes & Slopes All Sorts of Sports

Blade-A-Thon starts at | Followed lton Rotary Support

174 Mill St. Milton. oy: &2

Bar-B-Que
1:00 pm - 3: at Rotary :
HE"METS REQUIRED Youth Drop-in Centre
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