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Pat Lynch inks deal W1fh Blue Jays

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

Pat Lynch has ‘alrcady playved at
SkyDome, but when he returns tor a fod-
low-up performance it will likely be with
(the home (¢am

The B-foot-3, 185-poynd Milen pi
turned pro I;:ut ‘I'Ilurada}. cvening, whien he
stgned a one-year cdntractywith the
Toronto Blue Jays for the 1997 L*awn He
was picked up as a free agent, after being
passed over at the Jane amateur drifti

The deal comes just two months after the
| 8-year- Bid and his Milton District High

muk said Lsynch, who did not wish to
quote a dollar amount on his contract
Present at his signing were arca scout Jim
Ridley and Bill Byckowski, the Jays'
director 'of Canadian scouting. |

The deal was signed after an invitation-
only workout at SkyDome carlier in the
day.

“I'got a call from the Colorado Rockies
the day after 1 signéd with Toronto,” adds
» ‘H‘ILh who will LHH}piLIL !.Hlll.. 13 at
Milton District this year,

Being able to pursue a university degree
and having a percentage of his wition paid
tor was the determining factor in the local
pitcher’s decision to become a Blue Jay.

such as Mu_hl_gan New Mexico and II
State, but will now pursue a degree a i
closer to home. Before that happens he'll
spend next‘summer in Medicme Hat,
Alberta with the Jays' rookie league team.

Lynch’s recent signing is the crowning
achievement in a stellar 1996 season, dur-
g whach he shone with both the
Mustangs and the Hamilton Blue Jays.

Alter posting an unblemished 8-0 record
with MD and Icading them to the Bob
Prentice/Blue Jay Cup championship, he
went 10-1 with Hamilton and helped them
quality for the Connic Mack World Series
in Farmington, New Mexico.
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~ School Mustangs bombed the Woodland
Rams 8-0 at SkyDodme 1n the Bob
Prentice/Blue Jay (‘uﬁ finals.

The Mustangs’ loss will be the }l‘n
gain. *

“It's a very attractive deal, which
includes them (the Jays) paying a portion
of my umversity wition next fall. Playing
for the home team was always a dream of

Peewees earn silver

l.ynch.

University.

with-the J

“That's the only way they got me,”
“I was*a hittle surprised that |

wasn 't taken in the June draft but not thfl
‘un because | always had plans to go fo

®*Considening T wasn't’ drafted, the offer
Jays was very attractive.”
L}*hcl{ had been courted by U.S. schools

The next few months will include a hec-
tic conditioning schedule tor Lyn¢h, as he
plans tb improve his stamina and
endurance for next summer
* “I'p n hoping to play class A ball in 1998
Now that I've signed with Toronto, it's

really up to'me how fast I progress up the
ranks,” he said. /{*

said

/

That’s about as close as you can get

Milton’s peewee rep baseball team brought home some hard-
ware from last weekend's Ontario A Championghips in Orillia,
+ despite ending the tournament on a somewhat ‘foul’ note.

Down 2-1 withgust two outs to go in the finals Sunday, Michael
Volpe smacked a line drive down the right field that at first
appeared to drive in two runs and ¢ g_m Milton the championship
over St Thomas.

However, a delayed toul ball call gave their opposition newlife,
which therr pmHLr 1Qok tull advantage of by striking out Volpe
on the next pitch and then getting Milton's next batter to [ly out.

Milton had bombed St. Thomas 11-1 just a few hours earlier.
Having lost to them in the tournament opener Frid: ly evening,
they needed back-to-back. victonies Sunday to wrestle the title
away.

Instead, Mitlton took home the silver medal — and concluded a
~stellar 1996 season which included winning three tournaments,
the Central Ontario Baseball Association (COBA) playdowns and
the Omnanio C hampmmlupﬂuaimmb ‘u.ﬁu. over Hamilton.

“It was an absolutely outstanding season, a total team effort. |
am very proud of these boys,” said manager Frank Houlihan, who
led the team with coaches Peter Grimwood, Jeff Harper and Dave
McComb.- |

After taking a 5-3 loss to St. Thomas in game one — which was
decided by a three-run home run off Volpe in the last inning —

Milton played with their backs to the wall all weekend in the
)
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eight-team double knockout tournament.

They left nothing to chance in game two, humbling Sudbury
13-2 with superb pitching by Br}*an McComb, a 4-for-4 plate per-
formance by Evan Jeans and two hits each by Jetf Schouten and

Thomas Houlithan. But they, needed extra innings to dispose of

Owen Sotind 7-6.

Jeans followed up his perfect record in game two with a game
winning homgef to straightaway centre to keep his club alive. Ryan
Harper also used the long ball o give his team three runs and an
carly lead while Paul Duft worked the last four InnIngs on the
mound and earned the win. Kevin Cooper also turned w some
sohd pitching early on.

Volpe recoVered from game one's hgartbreaking end to lead
Milton past Peterborough 4-2 in game four Sunday moming. He
also collected two hits, as did Duff and Schouten. In addition.

Mark Black made several key defensive plays from third-base, -

including a couple in the last infiing to stop Peterborough™s rally
attemplt. _

Tins set up a return match with St. Thomas. Before falling in
their third go-around, Milton dominated their second meeting.
Duff pitched a one-hitter and struck out eight while Jeans, Volpe,
Cooper, Gnimwood and David Brogks all had multi-hit efforts.

Also competing on this year's cam wis Brad Finkbeiner.

Pat Lynch is one happy guy after signing a deal with

Toronto.
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- BAGS & ALL CLQ‘IHING
HEY KIDSHI Entrance into Glen AQbey for the Canadian

ADIAN OPEN
_S ECIAL

NO PST or GST

Open is FREE on Saturday

(for 14 yrs & younger accompanied by an adult)
Also at the Abbey on Saturday there's a FREE

Junior Golf Clinic for ALL AGES!! .
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