By PAUL MITCHISON:

Special to The Champion

A Burlington man thinks the provincial gov-
ernment 1s dehiberately keeping quiet about a
program saving him hundreds of dul@inﬂdmg
fees, annwally.

Gordon Bower sdidsthe Trillwum Drug
é’ Program, for people of any age with unmanage-
able drug expenses, recelves oo hittle publicity
“I suspect the government doesn’t want to pay if
they can get away with it.”

Prior to stumbling on information about the
program in a news articlg about new drug user
fees, he said no one told him he might be ehgible
tor help »

I have discussed the high cost of drugs with
\& varous lm'.’.,ii professionals, including four
doctors and four pharmacisisghut asé one men-
tiongd the existence of this plal”

Mr. Bower, who 15 62 and woOrks part-time as
an industrial consultant, runs up more than
$1.200 in prescnption costs annually, for medica-
uons related w his heart. Without the program, he
said he'd be hard-pressed to afford them.

Province says it’s playing fair

David Ross, of the provincial Ministry of
Health, said 1t's, “absolutely not true,” the
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Trnllium Drug Plan is being kept quiet. ‘

“Doctors have all received a mailout from the
ministry, and all the pharmacists as well,” said Mr.
Ross. “We've even altered the deductible so anoth-
er 140,000 people are eligible for the program.”

Mr. Bower is convinced otherwise.

He's eligible for this year, but was too late to
apply for benefits in 1995, even though he
would have qualified. “I basically lost out last
year because | was too late.”

Mr. ‘Bower said he was a strong supporter of
the Mike Harns Common Sense Revolution, but
IS angry with the government over this. He’
been to 4 pharmacies and never seen ll‘
Trillium Drug Program pamphlet on open dis-
play, though 1t was gvaable from under the
counter. And, he said, three ol four personal
fnends in the health care field didn’t know about
it either.

“The inefficient, almost secretive way this pro-
gram is being promoted, or I should say not pro-
moted, by the Ontario Ministry of Health is
completely unacceptable.”

Mr. Bower and his 61-year-old wife were
forced into early retirement and they don’t have
a pension. Me doesn’t yet qualify for the gener-
ous drug provisions of the Ontanio Drug Benefit
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children in Waldorf Schools are thriving.

Come and See for Younsell

wr Call 854-0191 for further information
Substantial family discounts - bus frgm Burlington, carpools from other locations
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Melissa Stephenson, Kristyn DiGirolamo and Georgia Simms, three stu-
dent-apprentices atKADE perform the' SOUS-CHEF TANGO, a ballet-
comique roufjne, at the recent KADE original musical seen at the John

Principal: Deirdre O’Higgins A.I.S.T.D.
Member of the R.A.D. (T.D.)
Registered Teacher

-

D PERFORMING ARTS

Program for seniors.

yenior group tells members

The Canadian Association for Retired People,
or CARP; advises its members about the
Tnllium Program. But Carol Libman, publicity
director of the orgamization, agrees the provin-
crgd government doesn’t seem to want to publi-
cizeMt very much "

“Like a lot of things_that cost money, they're
letting you do yougown sesearch. They certainly
don’t deny it’s there,” said Ms Libman, whose
organization advises its members about govem-
ment programs.

For those"who don't qualtfy for all the health
care benefits given to people at age 65, the cost
of drugs can be “devastating,” and they tend to
rely on pharmacists, doctors and Others for
advice. That can be a mistake, said Ms Libman.

“Ultimately, 1t’s up to you to be aware. of
things hike this, but if you don’t have the chance
to read the paper thoroughly and all the tme,
you could easily not know about it."”

She said the program was introduced under the
Bob Raec NDP government, and she credits Mr.
Hams for keeping it. But she says it’s up to peo-
ple do their homework if they want to benefit,

“It's quite true théy don't send out a lot of

Registration for + |
PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM
September 17 - 22, 1996.

Saturday children’s programs

Milton Public Library
45 Bruce Street
875-2G85

Web site:

Man says Tories mum on drug help program

press releases telling people it's there,” Ms
Libman said. “They do it now and then, and
probably hape they won't have to spend too
much money on it.”

Pamphlet in MPP office

A visit to the constituency office of Burlington
MPP Cam Jackson twmed up a pamphlet about
the Tnlhum program

[t says that, after a family reaches s

wdeducnble limit, which depends on income, a

person can receive back the extra cash paid out
for prescription drugs

For example, a single woman with no ﬁrn:ﬂp
drug plan, and an income of $18,000, would
have a dedactible of $478. If her drug costs were
$1.000, the Trillium program would reimburse
the rest, minus a $2 fee :

Anyone with questions is asked to call the
Trillium program hotline at 1-800-575-5386.
Mr. Bower said he became so frustrated with the
automated phone systemHie ended up calling the
Health Ministry to speak with an individual

From Apnl until the end of July this year, the
government speat $1.4 million on the Trllium
drug program. The deductible for a single person
with an annual income of $6,500 or less was
lowered from $500 to $350 &n Apnil 1.

and adult program flyers available in the fall.’
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DIRECTOR: Audrey Mead

CONCERTS: December 8/96

May 25/97

Rehearsals are held Mondays, beginning Sept. 9/ 96.
AUDITIONS SEPTEMBER 7/ 96.

" To audition please call Sandra at 878-4732

Programs start October 7,1996 -- Call no
Programs available for 3 to S year olds, include:

ABC Preschool

(Appropnately Busy Children)

Rosaleen Rooney. E.C.E.

Earty Chilkdhood Educator

Telephone: (905)878-3336
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Elliott Theatre]in Georgetown. All three dancers have trained with KADE
since they were 3 years of age, and now help pass on their knowledge
assisting their teachers with the younger students as they continue their
dance training at the school.

Classes in ballet, tap, modern, jazz, musical theatre and drama; ages 3
and up. TO REGISTER AT THE STUDIO Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Séptember 3,5, 6 pm -8 pm.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 878-8685

s

¥ 5 mornings pef\week
« 2 mornings per week
« 3 afternoons per week

* 3 mornings per week
(9:00 to 11:30 am)
(1:00 to 3:30.pm)
o :
“A special place for your child to play, learn and grow.”
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© Copynght ABC Preschool




