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Where’s your teén?

Onc of the Buffalo television stations used to announce that it was |1
p.m. and then ask its viewers 1f they knew Where their children were.
Some people in Milton obviously don't

For the |#8cveral months your agent hasyhad the Hluminating
opportunity to hive facing Main Street downtown, and is regularly treat-
as are othiers no doubt — 1o noisce and behaviour well beyond any
dceeptable levels late at night,

Monday might of this week it was merely youths skateboarding up
and down the sidewalk, noisily flipping their boards and loohing
around. That's 10 be expected from kids: some would argue. Agreed.
But not atter midmight. Another group of youths was meandering about
downtown at the same ume

Last Friday nmight young entreprencurs started a prece of heavy
cquipment at a downtown construction site, according to police, and but
tor the intervention of an-older citizen it may have memily plowed 1ito
a vehicle or structure. Again, this was around midmight.

Not long before these episodes somebx dy pulled a smash and grab at
a dowtown jewelry store — a tamily business run by nice. hardworking
people. That may not have been teenagers, but the law of averages
poIts oL, since so many (eens seem to wander around downtown late
at mght. .

There are several letters in today's issuce praising local teens for good
things they do. We're certainly non condemning all kids, or ¢ven many
Kids. Tt 1s a small minonity perpetrating vandalism and ghelt downtown
on a given late evening

50 many people have gone to a great deal of trouble 1o make our
downtown an attractive place tor businesses and shoppers all day, only
to have a handful of malcontents often prowling at mght, trashing hard-
cammed property and making a nuisarice of themselves. Please let's not
blame the police, who can't be everywhere all the time:

Let’s look to ourselves. Do you know where your teen 1s at mid-

L‘d

ight? Do you really know for sure”? And if you don’t, why not?
\\ - Rob Kelly

Was it worth it?

In the settlement that has evols §d between Milton Hydro and rough-

ly two dozen disgrantled employees, it secems the company has main- -

taied the upper hafld
Nave won | ‘

In the larger picture, morale will likely remain at low ebb among
umaonized local hydro employees tor a long lime o come. It won't be
good for management nor employees. Thus 1t won't be good tor Milton
“}df'n . Y '

That having been said, however, the tactical : if not strategic victory
sweems Lo belong to management. The workers. essentially in a damage
control posture regarding imminent layotfs, have only scen the date of
dismissal for some of their colleagues pushed back 1o January — cold
comlort indeed. On a purely financial front, the $1.200 signing bonus
lor inking a new contract does not even begin o cover the lost WIgZEes
trom a bitter labour dispute that dragged on 10 weeks

In the grim reckoning that 1s the 1990s for public employees, 1t
TS @ new cquation of restraint must evolve. Milton Hydro provided
4 MICTO-CConomic example of that philosophy in practice. Management
stubbornly held the lige, and r:n:wlll}'.munugcmunl got most of what
It wanted. For the workers, it was an expensive exercise. Perhaps 1t was
tor all«concerned emotionally.

But more than anyone it is the unionized employees who must ask
themselves if this was all worth it, and whether they must re-think theig
approach to bargaining. Perhaps not now, when emotions sull rise hotly,
but soon. - R.K.

at lcast to the extent nqr side can be said to

One Year Ago

From the August 30, 1995 issue

* A senous rock ¢chmbing mi&hap at Kelso Conservation
Area had Halon Region Conservation Authonty (HRCA)
olficglls catling upon the government for an enforceable
set ol chimbing regulations. “There were no government
standards for the sport, making it impossible tor the HRCA
o police climbing activities on us lands

* The United Way of Milton was getuing set 1o kick oft
s 1995 tundraising campaign with a revamped, two-tiered
golt tourmament. The action, scheduled to take place at the
Exccutive Fairways Golf Centre in Milton, ‘included a
mim-putt contest and a barbecue lunch, *

Y A Milton woman was winess 1o a spectacular fireball
that streaked Ihn}ugh the night sky the previous week. The
Bell School Line resident watched the bright light for
About 10 seconds as it crossed the sky heading toward
Hamilton. Similar reports came from northggy Ohio Tw
Michigan, although scientisig had yet to pIpoint any mele-
Or impact.

20 Years Ago .
From the September 1, 1976 issue

* A petttion calling for a halt on the sale of the old
AMMSrong Arcna was gaining_ momentum as it eifculated
among -Milton residents. Orgdnizers counted more than
YOM signatures from citizens trying to save the Brown

Street nink

* Expansion plans at Mohawk Raceway had the Ontano
Jockey Club and Halton Region officials negotiating the
lerms ol a cost shaning program designed to improve
Guelph Line. The plan proposed widening Guelph Line to
lour fanes from Hwy. 401 to the north entrance of the race
track™ Thegevisions_were made to accommodate the higher
volume expected with the OJC's 40.060-square-fool
expansion on Mohawk's grandstand

* Milton resident Bruce Hood was getting set to n:h:rv.,}
in the upcoming Canada Cup '76. Mr. Hood was {0
aéCompany Bill Fniday of Hamilton as the only profession

al reterees in the tourmament.

50 Years Ago

From the August 29, 1946 issue

* Agriculture enthusiasts from across Canada were
pleased to hear that the Royal Winter Fair in Toronto was
gomg 1o re-open in mid-November. The fair had closed 1ts
doors in 1938 as a result of the war, with the fanr site being
used as a traiming centre for the armed forces. The re-open-
g of the Royal Winter Fair coincided with the re-opening
ot the International in Chicago. the other of North
Amenca’s great fairs

¢ Morc than 40 servicemen and their wives were hon-
oured with a banquet at Limchouse Memorial Hall
Reverend W Argyvle Campbell was present Lo say grace
PrOpose a toast 1o the King and dedicate the Roll of
Honour :

.+ by Steve Nease




