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Local docs may join protest
against health care cutbacks

By KAREN SMITH £

- The Champion

Milton doctors may join their collgagues across the
province in an Ontario-wide protest against the
provincial government's health care system cutbacks.

The protest, which,wall be executed in the form Of 4
Job action, 1s targeted to be gin Fuesday, Oct. 1, s ays
Dr. Garnet Maley, presid 'nt of the Halton"Medical
society and a Milton gener: i practinoner

“There have been discussions (amang Milton dee

tors) about potential service withdeawal,” Dr. Maley
sard. ““There s gding 1o be something happéning in or
around Ocfober 1 by o

He said doctors “won’t put down their scalpels™ or
“leave people dying in the streets,” but spec mlnh such
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“A woman whb eets pregnant now will have trouble

finding an obstetnicran who will say, ves, in nine
months [ will deliver your baby,” Df.- #aley said
!'.lliL’f‘LIl'“L."h lh'[hHIIIIL‘HI doctors may refuse to treal
walk-in patients seeking non-emergency care, and sur
geons may only perform urgent operations, he sand
The Specialists™ Coalition, a group representing the
interests of obstetricians and SUrgeons, 1s encouraging
JOCLOrS ACTOss “n ;Hi”-lllk.t lo take part in the proteslt
This ignta threat,” Dre Maley

mean what they say
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g back meame carned above the $4 bithon limit for
bilhings negetated between the former NDP govemn
and the Ontanio Medical Assocration (OMA)
Several years ago. Last years t amounted to a 10 per

HI..'fIT

cent clawback |

In addition, the province placed a cap on individual
income according to the doctor's specialty.

Obstetncians are [urh..'ul.ir!_u up in arms over the
cutbacksyn part because of the difficult hfestyle faced
by the doctors who deliver babies around the clock.
Dr. Maley said - They arc also upset over the govem
ment’s move 1o slashfunding tor their annual $25,000

“A woman who gets
pregnant now will have
trouble finding an
obstetrician who will say:_
yes, in nine months | will
deliver your haby §
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malpractice insurance, which increased by $6,000 last
year "

Dr. Maley sind Milton doctors have met to discuss
job action locally, but no details have been ironed out.

Last week North Halton MPP Ted Chudleigh con-
demned the planned protest and said dectors who par
heipate “lack integnty. “T question the job action,’ ' he
sard 1n-a telephone imterview Friday. It uses a pdmm
as a pawn in the struggle ™

Mr. Chudleigh argued that Ontanio doctors on aver-
age cam 18 per cent more than physicians working in
other INOVINICES |
However, Dr. Maley defended the job action. saying
doctors who choose 1o participate are “makTng a busi-
ness decisjon™ as a result of government failing to ade-
quately tund the medical system

Mr Chudleigh added that talks between governpment
and physicians are ongoimng. but not at the rate doctors
want. “Governments just don’t move that quickly,”
the MPP sand :

'he Ministry of Health forecasts that this year alone,
Ontanans will require $909 milhion in medical ser-
vices from doctors, that the government will not pay
fPr, according to the OMA

Government spending on medical care is $188 mil-
lion lower than in 1992. Since then, the Ontario popu-
lation has grown by 700,000 and the number of people
over 65, when medical needs increase, has grown by
140,000, the OMA says.

Women’s walk to stalk killer disease

concern hdH increased. However.

Mothors and daughters will walk
(o promote the number one Llilu Of
women next month

The Chevrolet Mother Daughtdy
Walk tor Heart and Stroke will be
held Sunday, Su'['ll X al Coronation
Park in Oakwille

Mothers, daughters, s®ters.
iriends, tathers. aunts and
uncles are mvited to yoin in on the
tundraiser organized by the Hean
and Stroke Foundation of Ontanio
in conjunction with Halton and
Hamilton-Wentworth chapters

Hean attacks and strokes contin
ue to besthe number one cause of
death among wegen, according o
the tfoundation
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Educating women about the dan-
gers of the diseases 18 p;ll‘llt'lﬂ lr|j~r
important because many of the nsk
lactors are preventable, said
Kathleen Tratch IJ'.—\llnu{,..uFL
spokesperson

“The health promotion goal s o
imform women of all ages of the
impact of hfestyle choices like
smoking, nutnition and physical
activaty,”

She said the toundation has been
working to do just that for the last
Iwo years with success.

“Smee the launch of the imtiative
WO years dgo, awarcness dmong
adult. women that heart disease and
stroke s their most sertous health

we still have-a long way 1o go.”

Proceeds will fund education
prngr.;nn'u. and gt'lh.h:[ H[‘IL'L‘IIIL'
research

Participants, who obtain pledges,
can register for the 11 am. walk at
the park on the day of the event
trom 9 to 10:30 a.m. or in adva.ice
at the Halton chapter office, 4190
Faicyview St., in Burlington. The
registration fee 15 $15

Prizes will be awarded based on
the dollar amount of pledges ‘sub-
mitted.

For more information, pledge

forms, or to volunteer at the event.
call 634-7732
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RUNNING BOARDS

* Full Power Package
* Luggage Carrier
® 4x4 4a00rs

e ABS Brakes

¢ Limited Slip Diff.
* CD Player"

* Power Seat ¢ Alloy Rims
¢ 4 3L V6 Vortec e Loaded
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Sale Prices are plus freight & taxes

All leases are for 36 months and have $3 500 down 151 month pay't, spcurity deposit, I and all taxes due on delivery OAC
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Springers
GYMNASIIC CLUB

) %M L FALL REGISTRATION

Thursday September 5, 6-8 p.m.
prd ?‘9“"'“"“ S/ at Milton Mall -
NSNS 1 Session One Begins Friday, September 13

* Parent & Tot « Tumble Bunnies ¢ Kindergym « Girls Rec » Boys Rec * Girls Teen Rec s
Trampoline * Cheerleading Preparation
* Ability Unlimited » Performance Plus * O.G.F. Competitive

}.

CANGYM: Nationwide recreational program with set levels and awards.

DEFERRED PAYMENT OPTION: 50% now - 50% midsession

SESSION LENGTHS: Session 1 - 14 wks; Session 2 - 9 wks
SEHJDH J - 13 wks o

See our 2-page ad in the Fall Leisure Brochure for information on all our new
programs or Call the Gym 878-5030.




