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Fundraisers are gearing up to
save the agricultural museum

T'S BEEN BUSINESS, not quite as usual, at the
Ontano Agricultural Museum this season.
With half the staff laid off in May and the
museum running on a reduced schedule,
employees are anxious about the future and their place
in it, said general manager John Wiley.

Il alternate funding is not secured by March 31,
1997 the museum will ¢close. Last fall the Ontario gov-
emment announced it was pulling its funding. A com-
mittee has been struck to try to rg-engineer the opera-
tion and hind alternate financial suppon.

Everyone is confident someting will be happening
here,” said Mr. Wiley. “There is tremendous support
from nght across the province.”

The committee i1s working on a fall festival as a
fundraiser for the museum — it 1s scheduled for
Saturday, Sept. 14

Despite cutbacks Mr. Wiley said attendance this
year has been good. “Attendance is going quite well.
On individual days or for specific events we are ahead
of last year but overall it has been down because we're
nr.h.-u.::r days,” said Mr. Wiley. “On an individual
gvent basis we are quite pleased.”

The Sept."14 fundraiser, a full day of farm and crafi
demonstrations, activities and entertainment will take
place between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. with tickets at $35
per person. Tickets to the event include a $20 tax
receipt and a beef on a bun lunch.

“We no longer clearthe land with an axe and we're
not going to clear a way Lo preserve a museum by just
talking about 1t,” said George Underwood, chair of
Ontano’s Rural Hentage Preservation Committee

Al the festival there will be draft horses doing field
work, threshing demonstrations, a farm toy show and
sale, open hearth cooking, clog and line dancing,
antique tractors, steam and gas engines in operation,
old time baseball, an antique car display, spinning and
other events which are added almost daily

“It’s an exciting event and volunteers are responding
enthusiastically - everyone is concemed that this
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Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

The Ontario Agricultural Museum's Country
Quilt Fest is one of many events the area will
lose if fundraising efforts for the financially-
troubled Milton facility fail.

Ontano treasure not be lost,” said Walt Elhet, event
chair and a member of Ontano's Rural Hefitage
Preservaton Committeg.

“Our commuttee has (!Hllt‘ a lot of planning in the
last eight months and now we're counting on the peo-
ple on Ontario to show that their support for this her-
iage resource goes beyond best wishes,” Mr.
Underwood said.

* see FIGHT on page 16

IE
N L S

would like to take this opportunity to
thank the following businesses:

Al Cbmlng
ABF
ALP #330
Ambassador Coffee
Barmow Orchards
Bell Moblity
Best Packaging
Bootiegger
Bun's Master Bakery
CanCom
(Canadian Champion
Canadian Tire Miton_
Canadian Tire Meagowvale
Charley Fitz Whiskey s
Dome Productons
Oon Cherry's
Ouraced
Fitness Zone
Haiton Lift Truck
Hogarth Drm[]rs-;
Hospdal Foundation
Keisey s
Kinsmen Club
Knox Presbytenan Church
Knuckies Sports
Krown Rust Control
Labaft s
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" SPORTS TEAMS, COMPAMY PICNICS & SPECIAL EVENTS
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LEVIS
LODIaws
Lowville Hesght Golf Course
M&M Meats
Mertt L easing
Miton Mens Siow P
Molson
Musc World
Presto Pools
Primus Prmnng & Promotions
(Quaity Greens
Royal Bank
Hyan's Choxce Catenng
Savemore
Shoppers Drug Mart
Skydome
Spokes & Siopes
Scnngnjg-e'rfam
Subway
Sipenor Propane
Tm Hortons (Hwy. 25)
Town of Miton
rataigar Golf Course
Wally s Meats
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The Tournament co-ordinators and Leslie

I'bank You

For Making This Event Such a
Wonderful Success!!

\

[

9661 ‘€2 1Isnbny ‘Aepuy ‘uordwey) uggpeue) oy | —Z

'* .F'."

\ |
. A

el ]
L

(905) 693-1155 4




