Volunteers help make camp
special for courageous Kids

By STEVE LeBLANC

Special to The Champion
EN-YEAR-OLD DENISE ALLIN may be headed to
Priceville, Ontano next week, but her
upcoming camping trip will be completely free
of charge, thanks to a group of dedicated volunteers.

The Campbellville girl will be one of 60 southem
Ontario children attending Camp Quality. The camp
has been operating for the past nine years, yet the
overall Camp Quality program came into being much
carlier.

“The camp, designed for children three to 16 with
cancer or in remission, was first started by a woman
named Vera Entwistle in Australia in 1983, Since
then, it has become a world-wide program,” said Beth
Gordon, media coordinator and volunteer for the
Priceville camp. Camp Quality holds two camps 1n
Ontario as well as ones in the United States, New
Zealand, South Africa, Romania, Fiji and the Czech
Republic.

This will be Denise’s second year there.

The grade 5 student at Kilbnde Public School was
diagnosed more than three years ago with an
aggressive form of leukemia. After weeks ol
chemotherapy and surgery at Hamilton’s McMaster
Umversity Medical Centre, her leukemia went into
remission and has not resurfaced.

Successful transplant -

Her road to recovery also included a successful bone

marrow transplant at Toronto’s Hospital for Sick
Children, with the help of younger sister Knsten, now,
eight, as a donor ,

Her mother Cimdy heard about the camp through a
fellow cancer patient’s mother in the summer of 1994
and immediately inquired about her daughter s,
attendance in 1995. Th¢ camp is held during the same
week in August each ypar

One aspect of the camp Ms. Allin finds particularly

nice is the one-on-one relationship campérs form with

the volunteers. Each child is paired up with an older
companion for the week.

“It’s great for the kids to have that one-on-one
relationship and spend some real time with a
dedicated adult,” said Ms Allin. Ms Gordon added
_that many campers and their companions stay m touch
all year long through regular reunions and plannét
EXCUrsions

Denise said she liked the one-on-one relationships
formed at the camps and that she was really looking
forward tanext week. "My favonte part last year was
nding in the small arrplanes. My companion was
Tammy Deluca of Pickenng. We sull stay in touch
once in a while,” said Demse, who also got together
with a number of other campers this May for a special
tnp to Flonda’s Disney World that was also.free.

Corporate sponsorships

Ms Gordon said the camp 1s able to operate without
charging the famihies because of Corporate
sponsorship. Esso/Impenal Onl 1s the camp’s main
sponsor, while vanous other compames help out as
well.

“The main difference with Camp Quality compared
to other camps 15 that everyone here is a volunteer.
There is not one single paid employee at the camps
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Campbeilwlle s Denise Allin is a happy
camper thanks to the selfless efforts of volun-
teers who often donate their vacation time to
helping out kids.

and that'includes the medical staff. Everyone donates

a week of their summer vacation,” she said.
Approximately 120 volunteers will be part ©f next
week's camp in Priceville. .

She said these camps benefit both the children and
their families. While the children enjoy the week at
camp, families are given some breathing space from
the daily routine of canng for a child with cancer

This year'S'camp theme 1s ‘Come to the Circus’
Along with regular activities — which include
canoeing, horse back nding, small-craft airplane ndes,
woodworking, archdry and golfing — next week's
camp will feature a special camival Thursday when all
campers will dress up and enjoy popcom, cotton
candy and other carmival treats. -

“The camps are chock full of activity and the one-
on-one relatonships make them even more special.
It’s like a big-sister, big brother situation and seeing
the smiles on the children’s faces is reward enough for
all the volunteers,” Ms Gordon said. j

USED CAR SPECIALS

1996 JEEP GR, CHEROKEE LAREDO 4 . green.$31,099 1994 LEBARON GTC convertble 2 . red.... $15,995

L

1996 PLYMOUTH GR. VOYAGER SE wagon, green......$26,699 1993 DODGE CARAVAN WON, SIlVET ....ceveeun$ 12,995
1996 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER wagon, green .....$21,699 1992 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER LE wagon, teal...$12,495
1995 PLYMOUTH NEON HILINE 4 dr,, green...$12,995 1991 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER LE wagon, silver $12,995
1995 PLYMOUTH NEON HILINE 4 i, blue .....$9,505 1991 CHRYSLER DAYTONA V6 2.0, red.......$6,485.
1995 FORD TAURUS 4 &, QOK...................$16,095 1994 PLYMOUTH GR YOTAGERLE AND wagon, dtwood. $12996
1994 PLYMOUTH ACCLAM V6 4 . mry....m,u 1991 umsrmm, gray . .......-m
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WHERE WE DON'T WANT TO BE THE BIGGEST WE
ONLY WANT TO BE THE BEST.
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7990 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA Air condi-
tioning, 5 speed manual, cassette, only
75,000 kms

1995 REGAL CUSTOM 0One owner, off-lease. silver
on grey, lull power options. hke new condition, only

25000 km's

Ouly ’13,333 o lease ‘259-1!&! 24 mths

' 1993 FW TAURUS 0One owner, blue on blue. 6
forme burgundy, rumming boards, tilt steering, cruise automatic, only 68,000 kms '

control, casselte stereo, roof console, plus much
more Only ‘1 2,995 ot (ease l249!mﬂ1
Plus tanw' 24 months

1994 LESABRE CUSTOM One owner, off-lease jade
green w/ grey cloth, power windows, locks, ill. Cruise
cassette, only 67,000 kms

Only '1 7|995 o (ease ‘293‘“ 24 mths

1992 REGAL
LIMITED

One owner, burgundy,
fully loaded, only
21,690 kms. First

come/ first serve.

1992 NONDA ACCORD LX Air conditioning,
5 speed manual, cassette, power windows,
burgundy

1992 SUNBIRD Automatic, air condition-
ing, power locks, cassette, ABS, red.,
85,000 kms

1994 BONNEVILLE SE One owner, off-lease. black
with tan leather, luxury edition, performance and han
d#angfackage with gold cross-lace alloy rims, mnt
condifion and loaded

&y Ii19,777 o lease " 399 /mth 24 mths

1993 DODGE SPIRIT One owner. grey on grey
air, automatic, tilt cruise, cassette, only 38 400kms

tuty 12,995

J
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1993 REGAL CUSTOM 0ne owner, off-lease, white
on Dlue, power windows, locks, tilt, cruise, casselte
only 68 000kms windows, most luxury features. Low km's

Only t14 BBB o lease 1259 /mth 24 mths Goth ar Only ‘19 995

Lease are tor 24 months with $3 000 down
All sales prices are plus.PST & GST. OAC

ALWAYS MORE TO CHOOSE FROM
“WE WARRANTY & SERVICE WHAT WE SELL"

1995 SAFARI EXT. Ooe owner. off-lease. teal blue. 8 pas
sengers, air, automanc, cassette, GM running boards. tinted




