Escarpment safeguards sagging, | .
/

says an environmental coalition

The future of Niaéaru Escarpment lands 1s in jeop-
ardy, say members of environmental groups. -

Bill Baker, outgoing president of CONE (Coaliion
on the Niagara Escarpment), highlighted his concemns
regarding provincial budget cuts and the continuing
integrity of the escarpment envirogment. The provin-
cial government is expected to make announcements
regarding the future of the Niagara Escarpmgnt
Commussion this month.

“Budget cuts to the Niagara Escarpment Com-
mission (NEC) and conservation authonties, and the
outright cancellation of some other escarpment related
programs have created a real crisis,” Mr. Baker said.

Incoming CONE co-presidents David Mahn and
Linda Pim said that reduced government commitment
to environmental protection presents new. challenges
to groups like CONE.

“People are always concerned with change,” ‘said
Halton North MPP Ted Chudleigh. “Above all the
Niagara Escarpment Plan is being protected. I'm com-
mitted to the plan and the ovemding legislation that
supports it.”

Mr. Chudleigh said there have been a number of
proposals regarding the future of the NEC but he 1s
not privy to specific decisions at this ime. He said he
. would be surprised if the commission was entirely dis-
banded and agreed it would likely take on a narrower
role.

CONE is a coalition of six environmental groups
and scores of concemned individuals which has existed
since 1978. The organization this year received the
Litutenant Govemnor's Award for Conservation, rec-

‘ognizing excellence in environmental protection and

resource conservaton.

At their recent meeting Joan Little, chair of the
NEC, spoke, outlining impacts of budgetl cuts
announced late last year. She noted the loss of 16 staft
members and outlined efforts to maintain the NECs
mandate. :

Al the same time members of the escarpment com-
mittee of the Halton/ North Peel Naturalist Club have
expressed their concerns to Mr..Chudleigh.

“Our members do not believe that the municipahities
will have the resources to administer the Niagara
Escarpment Plan,” said committee chair Sydnie
Young. “The overlap and inconsistencies which
would reSult from 37 municipalities and eight counties
or regions individually interpreting the Niagara
Escarpment Plan and having to hire separate staffs to
administer just their portion of the escarpment, will
lead to greater expense (o taxpayers.”

According to Mr. Chudleigh the future of the NEC
will depend greatly upon those appointed to it. They
will forge its new direction in keeping with new
provincial policy announcements.

» see ESCARPMENT on page 10

Going batty

Mountsberg's Debbie Jackson shows off one of the stars of the conserva-
tipn area’'s Bat Night Friday and Saturday, Aug. 16-17 at 7:30 p.m. The fami-
ly-oriented eyenings will feature more than bats. Puppet shows and other
entertain 'will be part of the fun.
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Halton Honda believes in
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Private education for your child may cost less than you think
and be more worthwhile than you ever imagmned

HITHERFIELD SCHOOL, just north of the village of Campbellville, is located on 82 acres of beautiful

_SISTER'S CLOSET _

) RESALE SHOPPE

"Your First Choice for Second Debut Fashions"

Fabulous Summer Wear/Bridal Wear/

We believe that children learn best when they are happy, and the interaction between teacher and student is fun-

countryside. The sghool was founded in September 1991.
HITHERFIELD SCHOO|

damental to this. Our small classs sizes ( no more than 15 in the upper school) allow advancement at an acceler-
ated pace for those who have the ability, arid enhanced assistance for those who need a modified programme

Help and guidance are always available to the children as they learn and gain confidence. Skills and knowledge

are built steadily, with continuity

One of the great strengths of Hitherfield is the vision of the school as an extended family. all of the membews working

priced to clear!

Fall Appointmenis now accepted.
42 Bronte St. S., Unit 11, Milton

B 875-0232

Closed Monday
Tues Thurs. 1010 5
b

10-2 pm

> OPEN HOUSE
» Sat, Aug. 10 & 24th

together toward a common goal

If you feel tRat your son or daughter might benefit from our programme, please phone

(905) 854-0890

For an appointment to come and visit us

2439 Tenth Sideroad,
Campbellville

one line north of 401, west from Guelph Line "12 km)
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