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Car't ucks warm to Cuban hospitality,
but show no mercy.on the field

\

All—star Canadian

team goes 4-1 on
eight-day tour

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

E $ IF TOPPING the Ontario high school
scene wasn't enough, members of the

{iton District baseballteam have
* now beaten the best junior squads Cuba has to
offer.

Mark Mcthl Andrew Mercier, Kevin
Wilson and Adam Flatt - an assistant coach
with MD this yeaf - were part of a 13-player
team that toured Cuba earlier this month with
Campbellville coach Ken McKay.

The squad — which made an eight-day swing
through Cuba ~ was cqmprised of members of
the MD andd Bramptor? Centennial teams as
well as four Mississauga high schools. McKay

manages the Brampton (entennial squad.

The foursome helped the visiting all-stars
post a 4-1 record on the tour. ] took a group

down last who fipished 2-3, and they
weren 't plﬁa:‘m the same calibre teams

we did this
Jnmwumlted:fcwymbackmm
accompanied a friend to Cuba with a pwﬁee
squad from Pickering.

After a 7-2 loss to a provincial team fmm
Matanzas, the crew went on a 4-0 tear which
included a 3-1 weather-shortened victory in
Havana dver the Cuban Under- l? Nauonal
" team.

“A terrential downpour ended lhc game. We
tried to re-schedulg but they came up with
every excusg m the book not to play,” McKay
added.

The wouring squad also scored wins over a
provincial club from Cardenas, the Havana
provincial champions and a select team head-
Ing to an intémational tournament in Japan this
month. ~

“I'd say beating the national team was the
highlight of the tour,” said Flatt, who both -
pitched agd caught in Cuba. “I was happy with
my performance as well. My arm was sore
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id McKay, whose idea for -
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mnmmmm(mmm Mark McPhaill and Kevin Wilson toured
Cuba, and upstaged their hosts, on the heels of winning the provincial champi-

onship for Milton District High School.

after the first day but against Matanzas I
puﬂwdfwmm;smhndmofmyhm
work all year.

"llwumphymgwﬂhMlkuﬂKcnn
again after coaching them this year.” :

Tuming in perhaps the best showing of any
local player was McPhail. Patrolling both
shortstop and second-Base, he went 6-for-13
with six RBIs and six runs scored — including
the only two in the team’s shutout win over the
Havana provincial champs.

He also histed the national team win as the
highlight of the trip, and said he was particu-
laﬂy impressed with the Cuban players’ athlet-
ics. “All the kids down there have amazing
arms Their transition from glove to hand is
also much quicker than up here,” said -
McPhail. ’

Rmmungmhlshwlmwnoflu:dnnlﬂcr
the school year, catcher Mercier took the
opportunity is compete with some of his MD
mates for a final time, but couldn’t say he had
qulleugmdllnpn‘ﬂ'leydldafmﬂnrwm
injury sidelined him for the first three days.

After that, he retumed and,went just 1-for-6

wimmmmmed.twuw;lhmdtwokms.

um Driver All Bran

In addition to the win over the nationals, he
says his one hit — a 410-foot double against
Gudum—mmhuucnwmcm

“It was a great experience, but {ind of sad as
well though, 1o see so much poverty. If we
lived down there we'd be like kings. I wanted
to grab some of thase kids and bring them

‘home in my suitcase,” explainéd Mercier,

whose touring teammates gave away cltthing
and other souvenirs to the town children®
throughout the week.

Wilson, who played first, third and did some
catching, was impressed by the Cuban love
affair with baseball.

“We had heard there was going to bc a big
crowd for the first game but wilen we arrived
and when we left the kids in the town were all
overus liké we were rock stars or something,"”

1 Wilson. “Their work ethic is what
unprmed me most.-It's baseball, baseball,
baseball all day long.”

Wilson also went 6-for-13 with two RBIs
and one rurt scored.

“It was just such a nice expenence. I
couldn’t have asked for a better way 1o end off
an amazing season,” he said. -
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¢ Minor Baseball -

Scotia Bink 8, Remax Ron Furik 6

Opening season gamge had both teams working the
bats and ruhning to make the score close

Hitters, for the Stotia Bank team were Jason (iaeton,
Nicole Kevin Gothreau, Nicholas
MacMormnne, all drew singles

Hitters for the Remax team were KILI an Comney
Garmet Recoskie, Greg Dambrois, Ryne Funk ind
Derek Telhier Pitching the fourth and fifth inninas « a
Kenny Hume for Scotia Bank allowing no runs

SKD 1S, Scotia Bank 6

SKD had mighty bats-and took the lead, Scotia Bank
stood strong in the third and fourth innings allowing no
runs. Hitters for the SKDteam were Mike Mills, Kevin
Tyrer, Mike Basso, Brad Farrow, Michael Cross, Scott
McKay, Kareem L

Hitters for Scotia Bank were Andy Bell. Kenny
Hume, Kevin O'Brien, Kevin Gouthreau and Donald
Lilfilo. Pitching for the game were Nicholas
MacMorrnine, Kevin O'Brien and Kenny Hume for
Scolia Bank

Fifth. Wheel 12, Scotia Bank 11

Both teams played a good game making the score
close nght 1o the end .

Hitters for the Fifth Wheel team were Aafbn Clarke,
Atex Tokic, Adam Bradley,Matthew Knock and
Devon Baynton. Pitcher J. Mckee allowed no runs in
the first and third innings =

Hitters for the Scotia Bank were Greg Sheppard,
Kevin O'Brien, Kenny Hume Andy Bell and Jason

* see MINOR BASEBALL on page 20

Peewees take
another title

Milton’s peewee rep baseball team continues 10
dominate in tournament play this season, with
another.championship title last weekend in
Hamilton.

The local crew — who are now 17-4 1n toumna-
ment play — strung together six straight wins to
capture their second tournament title of 1996

In the championship finals, Milton needed extra
InnIngs to squeeze past the host Hamilton team 9-
8. A suicide squeeze bunt by Paul Duff scored
Evan Jeans for the game-winning run in the
eighth inning’ Closer Jeff Schouten earned the
win as hewtruck out the side just moments before.

Milton had no trouble reaching the finals, as
they outscored their oppgsition 63-14. Along the
way they eammed wins ovel Caledonia, Alexander
Park, West Mountain, Inch Park and Gamsby —
whom they annihilated 28-2.
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Second Junior Golf
Camp organized by
Clarke’s Golf at Oakville

Executive Golf Course.
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| ‘Clorke's Golf Junior Golf Camp - Tllult You ta AR Pnhapubl
Gary Hay, Golf Instructor and Junior Golfers

Ilﬂnnpunld Units 7 & 8 Milton
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