Walter Mulkewich

No protest
to scheme
for water
surfaces

By BRAD REAUME
The Champion

Despite rumbl;ngs that Burlington’s
political heavy hitters are increasingly
wary, a grand-scale plan to quench north
Halton’s thirst for water moved another
step forward last week.

Halton regional council approved a short
hist of companies to draft proposals for solv-
ing regional water woes in Milton and north
Oakville. Coungil also agreed to begin dis-
cussions with Peel Region about piping
. water over from Halton’s eastern neighbour.

Several members of council had wamed
they would protest the measures because
they felt development in Halton would only
apmceed on the backs of local taxpayers,
many of whom would realize little benefit.

As matters stand, regional council is
contemplatjng either driving a water
pipeling north to Milton from Lake
Ontano, hooking into Peel’s water supply,
or both. Cost estimates range into the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

Burlington Mayor Walter Mulkewich, a
leading figure in the skeptics’' camp,
argued that the short list of companies
should not be formalized until after discus-
sions with Peel were complete.

“I can envision a Halton-Peel Water
Authornity for example,” said Mayor
Mulkewich. “It is not prudent to approve
the short list until the process of discussion
occurs. We would be sending out the
wrong message (o these companies.”

Mr. Mulkewich questioned the level of
local economic benefits and had reserva-

* See OPPONENTS page 20
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& Rocess@en  Thank you to the

- following individuals,
m Companies and Service
Clubs in Halton Region
who donated over $500 to CNIB during
the 1995/96 fiscal year. Your support
haJalinwud CNIB to provide services to
| blind, visually impaired and deaf/blind
' individuals in the Halton community:

Burlington Nelson Lions Club
CHWO Radio 1250
Community Foundation of Oakville
Georgetown Lions Club
Oakville Beaver
Mr. & Mrs. George W.Radford
Royal Canadian Ligluh, Branch 136
Standard Products (Canada) Ltd.

Tartan Color & Chemical Inc.
Town of Oakville
United Way of Burlington,
Hamilton/Wentworth
United Way of Halton Hills
United Way of Milton
United Way of Oakville

Housing hard times

Tough market for lower income residents

By PAUL MITCHISON
Special to The Champion

It's tougher than ever to find a place to live if
you're on a fixed income in Halton.

And people depending on welfare are increas-
ingly forced to spend more of their income on rent,
according to the Halton Housing Coalition, a vol-
unteer organization concerned with affordable
housing issues.

A family of four on social assistance, paying
average rents in Halton, now has less than $300 a
month to cover other costs, such as food and cloth-
Ing, according to the coalition.

That distressing fact, and othersy.are contained in
the first report card issued by the coalition last
week. The next i1s to be issued in another six
months.
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“Hopefully this will raise some awareness of the
situation of affordable housing,™ said Ted
Hildebrandt, chair of the coalition,

“And with the Mike Harris government looking

al getting nd of rent controls; and other measures,
we'll be keeping close track of all affordable hous-
INg I1ssues.” | _

The coalition said in Burlington, Milton and
Halton Hills, there is a $270 gap between the aver-
age three-bedroom unit, and the maximum shelter
component of social assistance — the portion of a
person’s welfare cheque meant to be designated
for housing. :

The gap in Oakville is an even higher, at $358

Figures from the organization say about 25 per
cent of Halton households can’t afford the average
rent for a three-bedroom home, based on shelter
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costs not exceeding 30 per cent of houschold gross
mcome. y

Newspaper-advertised rents tended to be higher
than those in Canada Mortgage and Housing
Cogposation’s rental survey.

Other information from the report:

* In Hakon, the October 1995 vacancy rate was
less than one per cent, compared with 1.9 per cent
in Hamilton. The coalition said three per cent is &
considered healthy.

* The waitipg list for subsidized housing remains ©
high. In April of this year, the Halton Housing
Authonty had 1,200 applications on its waiting list.

* The lagt rental housing unit$ to be built in
Halton were started in 1994, Last July, the
province cancelled 247 affordable rental housing
units slatedl for construction in Halton.
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