Neighbours wary of zoning change
owners want to market their plaza

By BRAD REAUME
The Champion

Perhaps it’s the domino theory of zoning.

Property managers of an industrial plaza have fash-
ioned the theory that a business manufacturing meals
was technically abiding by zoning requirements.

Figuring that Domino’s PizZa was manufacturing
pizzas for sale, and hearing no objections for 10 years,
they extended the theory to a fish and Chip shop in the
same Main Street location. -

The current zoning on the property at the comer of
Wilson Avenue and Main Street designates it as
restricted industrjal, which does not allow restaurants.

Property owners are trying to get the zoning
changed to shopping centre commercial to allow more
retail uses. They are willing to strike from an agree-
ment any uses which would create a neighbourhood
nuisance or parking problems, according to property
manager Mark Reitter. '

Despite some serious concems, last week residents
agreed to seeing some commercial operations into the
plaza, but requested strong restrictions and close mon-
itoring. The municipal planning department will ham-
mer out the details and report back to council in sever-
al weeks,

A Domino’s Pizza outlet has been in the building
for about A0 years, town council heard last week. The
facility is only supposed to have manufacturing busi-
ness and professional offices.

However, “the owners have had difficulty finding
ienants for business and professional offices.” said
town planner Anne Bouck. “All inquiries seem to be
for commercial uses”

Councillor Gerry Brooks sail some form of munici-
pal policy is necessary in cases like these. Not only
were several businesses not registered with the memic-
ipality, but their illegal occupation was not acted upc;n
because there were no complaints.
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“We figured they manufactured pizza,” said archi-
tect Susan Black of Black Developments, who spoke
for the property owners. :

Mr. Reitter, who has been the property manager
since 1994, said there was no intention of malice in
the contravention of the zoning bylaw. He said several
eating establishments have occupied space in the plaza
but no seatjng has been allowed because it was
believed that would be in.violation of the bylaw.

"It would be best for everyone for this plaza to be |

successful rather than a skeleton with paper on the
windows and no taxes being paid,” said Mr. Reitter.
“What's to gain with what we have now?”” )

Sheena Wrigglesworth of the newly formed Dorset
Park Ratepayers Association spoke for local residents.

She slammed Mr. Reitter for what she saw as a lack of |

communication with residents, and accused him of
dodging phone calls and meetings.

She said residents were concémed if high-volume

businesses were (o be allowed into the plaza, especial-
ly. late night convenience stores or anything with a
liquor licence.

“We do not totally oppose the rezoning. We don't
want the plaza to be vacant either, that causes prob-
lems too,” Ms. Wrigglesworth said. However, “the
residents are.very angry about the illegal tenants. We
rely on the town gnd planning department to uphold
zoning requirements. I don’t think anyone would say
Domino’s Pizza is a manufacturing plant.”

Local resident Adrian Strank told council Domino's
Pizza does not cduse too many problems, save patrons
leaving garbage around. However, he was upset with
the odour he said was coming from a waste container

' used by owners of a new fish and chip shop in the

plaza. -

The planning department will prepare a report on
the situation and likely recommend a zoning change
with restrictions, similar to an agreement which was
receritly struck for plaza owners on Derry Road.
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For More Information Consact

Diana Bristow

Nesbitt Burns
Tel: (905) 615-7613

| w |
: Ih“u.dmnh“ﬂﬂﬂmﬂ*“,

' hﬂ*ﬂ“fﬂﬁ“dhﬂﬁﬂm_“ |
Mrﬂhﬂtﬂmﬁﬂﬂhm

| “mmﬁu-_mﬂ:—-m“--uﬂ-
o Matsare growin Imporsani mformanon regarding And 11 comisumed in ity proapec e Please

| hl“"“ﬂm-‘“ﬂ“lm*
G e e (3. ﬂ“m-h-““l-“ |
& lo accunacy or compleseness and showukd not be comstrued as an offer w sell

GRACE ANGLICAN
(The church on the hill)
With so many of today’s doors
~ closed to you, isn't it nice to know

one will always Be open?
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Undortunately, even in the land of opportunity, you won't find every door open
Visit our chwrch this Sundey, though. and that's exactly how you'll find ours.

Come worship with us.

grorer by —brvad 9" Colowr TV, WCR's
 Draw |
gmm Bease st vach TRBOK STOP
Approximate |

retatl value ITOP locatien
$525.04 " ;
m-zﬁlm.n

Portable (B Payers with Car itn

Approximate retail value $129 99

e

cber Monk basher
Approximate retail value § 110

o rard M b e o ha S st
mm

JOIN US FOR BRUNCH
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