Developer slams school tax on new homes

: By TIM WHITNELL marked a residential levy of $505, which home, regardless of whether its value is
Special to The Champion was also passed last week. $100,000 or $500,000.
It will bring the total levy on a new  The superintendent of business with the
Education develppment charges are not home to $1,269. The public and separate Halton public school system said his board
equitable and will only hurt house buyers, boards had originally suggested fees of has no confrol over the manner in w ch
says the president of the local home $955 and $609 respectively. the levy is applied.
bullﬁlcn association. A bylaw for both boards will also estab-  “That's the way the law reads in the
“We believe this charge discriminates lish amounts to be levied against new Development Charges Act,” said Wayne
against new home buyers and adds mhcr industnal/commercial use buildings. McNally. “Trustees can’t contravene the
lax 1o already overburdened consumers,”  Such levies are designed to cover the act.”
said Gabriel DeSantis, president of the board's share of building new schools. The business superintendent was non-
Hamilton-Halton Home Builders’ Mr. DeSantis, who appeared before the committal about whether or not the fee
Association. ¢« Halton board in early March to denounce should be a flat rate, regardless of new
“It’s up to school boards 1o cut the fat the pending implementation of the bylaw home size.
out of the system, somehow, %0 New home here, said the new charge is unfair. “Laws aren’t perfect. I don’t know
buyers are not held for ransom.’ “The consumer can no longer bear any whether it should be differentiated,” he _
Mr. DeSantis was reacting to the recent “ increased costs in building. The builder said. for the service ﬂﬂ' its Oﬂm m 0¥
unanimous decision by Halton Board of will not absorb these costs,” he wamed.  Mr. DeSantis also questioned the fair-  hasa’ t ruled it out as a possit ed |
Education trustees to approve an education 'nwcy will be passed on to new home buy- ness of hitting childless or retired new 5
development charges bylaw. ers” in their entirety. home buyers with the levy while a couple
The public board bylaw, which went into  Mr. DeSantis also questioned what he with children in the system could purchase
effect last week, will levy a $764 charge sees as inequities in the new bylaw. He the same home as a resale and not be sub-
against new homes built in Halton. The doesn’t believe i{'s fair the residential jected to it.
region's Catholic school board has ear- charge is a flat rate applied to anynew
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