SPORTS

Mustangs playoff win
too.close for comfort

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

Milton District High School's boys base-
ball team defeated the Lester B. Pearson
Patriots Tuesday at Brian Best, Park. but
the opening-round playoff match was
almost too close for comfort.

“The heavily favored Mustangs who
had moved up to top spot in the Toronto
Star's Metro Poll fast week — needed all
seven innings to’ dispose ol therr
Burlington opponents in a heart-stopping
5-4 come-from-behind viclory

In the end, it was Pat Lynch who stroked
a [ITHL')“ single to left field, which brought
hl'rl'l'lt. catcher Andrew Mercier for theswin-

ning run. /
: od base sately in

" Mercier,
¢ preyious plate appealgnces, made 1t

10 first-Wwhen Pearson’s (gst-baseman
dropped an easy pop fly. He 1jter stole sec
ond and then moved up to thyrd on a sacn-
fice bunt by Nick Aalbery

Lynch was not only ye hero of the game
but the star as well. Jn two separate stints
on the mound, the gCe pitcher collected six
strikeouts and retfred all eight batters he
faced*with some glutstanding relief work

—

He came in during the thisgd inning after
a shaky start by Jeremy Ridley, who gave
up four hits and three runs in the second. A
throwing error by shortstop Shayne Ridley
resulted in the: Patriots’ fourth run in the
third

Both Ridley brothers redeemed them-
selves later 6n. JeremY came back (o pitch
the seventh and had a three up, three down
inning while Shayne came in (o score on a
sacrifice bunt by Kevin Wilson in the sixth
for the tymng run.

He also made a nice snag and throw out
in the top of the sixth to help kgep
Pearson's offense at bay ¢

Next to Lynch’s game winning RBI, Jeft
Langille had the highlight of the game

with a home run to left hield in the second
sfor Milton's first run

A wild throw
brought Mercier in later that inming. Their
other run cafe in the fourth when Mark
McPhail hit an RBI single that scored Jim
‘ay |

The Mustangs took on Oakville
Trafalgar yesterday (Thursday) i Milton
while QE Park hosted - M.M. Robinson.
The two remaining teams will battle 1t out
for the Halton crown Tuesday afternoon at
Nelson Park in Burlington

A well engineered comeback

ing the first seven batters
¢ consecutive hits in the
ncer anir;ccring fought
h.uk 1o hcal Bfuce lrluud Trawl and claim

Despite allo
[0 score on ni
first inning, S

of the first, the Engineers gol

iperformances from Jim

, Terry Young, Dennis Gluck

-surveyor’” Mait Spencer to
Travellers 15-8.

defence was obviously the key fac-

this win: as the Hood Gang only

lic and Larry Barker, each with a pair
afeties, provided the balance of the
attack
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with PAT GRANT

Batting from the number.14 hole,
Maitland's solid three for three was defi-
nitely an inspiration to his mates, a team
that i1s finally rounding into shape

To keep the trend alive, the following
evening saw the only undefeated team so
far this year, The Royal Canadian Legion,
absorb their first loss. Held to only six runs
by a stingy Waltzing Weasel defense, The

* see SLO-PITCH on page 24
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College ball
matures young
Milton prospect

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

For most young pitchers, the transition from
high scheol to college baseball can be a rock

one. For Milton hurler Shayne Ferner however, ¥ -

the transition has Been as smooth as his delivery,
which has already established him as one of the
area’s top prospects in recent history.

Ferrier, 20, recently completed his rookie sea-
son at Lincoln Trail Jumor College in Robinson,
[Hlinois, where he madesan immediate contribution

in the Statesmen lineup.

After accepting a full scholarship with the y
school last year, Ferrier went into the 1ail trainimg
camp and raised more than a few eyebrows
among the team’s coaching staff and playet ros-
ter. His confidence, poise and sound mechamcs
earmed him the number two spot in the four-man
starting rotation. “Earning a spot in the starting
rotation was a great feeling, especigly being a
rookie,” said Fermer.

Once the actual season began in March, he
proved himself worthy of his rotation placcment
with a regular contribution to the Statesmen's
1996 cagpaign in the Division I Great Rivers
Athletic Conference (GRAC).

He led the team in innings pitched (66) and
posted a strong 2.17 camed-run average, along
with a 5-4 record. He collected 65 stnkeouts and
allowed a mere 24 walks.

“With DHs used in college ball, 1 was able to
concentrate solely on my pitching. Along with my
regular role as starter, I saw some reliel work 1p
tournament play. I'd say my greatest moment
over the'season was in a 3-0r win over Chicage s
Mary Mach, u.htm | “?TL’L(J a complete game and
threw a ong-hittet,” Fémier recalled.

Unfortunately, the Statesmen didn’t enjoy the
same amount of team success this year. They did
finish ovet .500 with a 30-28 record for sixth
place in the 11-team loop, but fell 453 to Olney

College in the GRAC Sectional finals

Ferner, who led Milton District High School 1o
its first regional baseball championship last spring
. said he leared a lot from his rookie season,
most notably the importance of hitting the gomers
with his fasthall. It doesn’t get by like 1t use to,
you really have to find your spots.”
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Shayne Ferrier has improved his pitching
mechanics so that he comes over the top
in his delivery more consistently, and
boasts a wider variety of pitches.

He was able to get his fastball up to a consistent
8% miles per hour and developed his curve ball
aryd change-up. He is also working On adding a
split-finger fastball into his ggsenal. “My compo-
sure and mechanits are a lot better now. Belore
this year | was almost throwing sidearm but the
Statesmen coach showed me how (0 use my
whole body 1n the dclm-ry SO NOW I'm throwing
rght over the top.

Ferrier will now show local ball LIIIhU'\IJHIH his
stuff a8 he prepares for a sgason with the .
Hamilton Senier tcam. Ode local haseball exper]
who will be paying particular Jllmllnn 10 his
efforts is Bluc Jays scout Jim Ridigy, who appears
impressed with what he has seen over the pm.l
couple of years.

“Shayne was the kind of player who didn’t real-
1z¢ what he had at first, but I hike the wayhe s
been maturing. I'm anxious to see*him pitch
".said Ridley. “If he really works hard over
the next three years, I think Shayne has a real
future in baseball if he wants 1t

And while not looking too far ahead, Ferner
certainly intends to make every effon to go
beyond the college level. “I'll be watching the

NOWwW,

Olympic baseball games ¢losely this summer. Il

be about time for the 2000 Olympic tnals when |
finish schoel, so that's something to consider. I'm
also hoping to eventually get drafted, 1 guess
that's what every player really wants.”
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Clarke's Golf

¢Gra hite Drivers $69.95 '
mbrellas $19.95
e lzzo Ba s Double Straps $72.95
oif Balls $18.95
. Leath_er Gloves $9.95

Few spols
still for our
Summer
Golf Camps
for Kids!
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18 Thompson Rd. Units 7 &
878-1818
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