Milton RC trustees aren’t likely
to be swayed on council issue

By BRAD REAUME
The Champion

A controversial separate school board policy. requir-
ing members of parent councils to be Catholics may
not be official, says Milton Trustee Mary Lou
Loughlin, but she is not about to change her stance.

Pelicy changes require a two-thirds majonity of the
board. The original vote on the matter did not fulill
that requircment, so the issue will Be retumed to the
committee level and dealt with again.

Ms Loughlin, who voted in support ol the policy
when it passed 7-5, said she fecls strongly about it and
will not likely change her vote at the Juhe 18 commil-
tee meeting. She did say she has nol closed all
avenues 1o resolve the issue. |

“According to the minister (of education) parent
councils are advisory boards but I hear about shared
power with trustees in the future, and 1 hear they
might take over from trusices entirely. Right now
trustees must be Catholics, so I'm only extending that
requirement over to the new councils, g said Ms
Loughlin. She added she welcomes telephone calls on
the issue and would like to find a solution which satis-
fies everyone. g

"It upwl: me that people think we'mdtrying to

exclude them,” Ms Loughlin said. “There are places

on subcommittees for non-Cathohcs.”

Alison Filteau, whose husband is Catholic, and who
has two children attending St. Peter’s Schpol in
Milton. is adamantly opposed to the policy. She says
she is being discniminated against on the basis of her
religion, despite a constitytional guarantee ol freedom
from rehgious |u}rwuuunn_

“Because 1'm not Catholic they say 1'm not good
enough (0 sit on government-mandated counails,” sad
Ms Filteau, who added she was a strong supporter ol
the separate school system, and w anted her children to
have a Christian edutation.

Ms Filteau said she is pondering speaking 1o the

board’s committee agd will continue to lobby trustees !

Mary Lou Loughlin

and organize parents on the issue.

Ms Filteau said she was told by board officials that
her husband could speak for her as part of the parent
council. but she feels she is entitled to her owa voice,
especially in Jight of the substantial amount of volun-
teering she does at the school. “I came from Quebec
|8 mofiths ago and saw my rights as an anglophone
talen away one by one, and all the while ople were
doing it with a smile,” she said. “By the ume anyone
realized what was happening it was 00 lae. I'm not
going to let anything like that happen here.”

Ms Filteau said she could accept a compromise
where up to a third of parent board positions would be
held by non-Catholics.

Joe Deoni, Milton's rural ward separate school
trustee. said he had to volte for the Catholic-only poli-
cy given that of his 1,073 constituents, only 42 are in
interfaith mamages.

Mr. Deoni said the rights of Catholics and non-
Catholics have all been decided by the courts, so he
refuses to discuss the issue on those grounds.

“1 stand by my vote, I:have no choice,” he said.
“The non-Clitholics who want a say can vote through
their Catholic spouse, so they do have someonc 10
speak and vote for them.”

Mr. Deoni said if people disagree with him lhﬂy'c;tn
say so in the next municipal election.

Jo_e Deoni

| Put The Sizz/z Into Your Summer
with a Halton Credit Union Loan
Now Offering Rates As Low As

To help you make that major purchase

whether it be a new vehicle,

home renovations,

that vacation you'’ve always dreamed about. Don’t wait,
talk to our friendly staff at one of our branches today.

Offers ends July 31, 1996.

HALTON CREDIT UNION

44 Main St. E., Milton
Call Earl or Sharon
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OUR LAST 1995s
6 Extra Special Deals !!!
1995 FIREFLY COUPE '

« Dual air bags
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» AM/FM cassette
Tachometer

1995 FIREFLY SEDAN

« Dual 2ir bags « AM/FM cassette '
e Automatic * Power Steenng
* Air Conditioning ¢

aUY LEASE

112,998'] | *219-

" rln..-" F e
« ABS Brakes » Buckets w/console
» Cassette

* Quad 4

+ ABS Brakes
* Quad 4

« Air Conditioning
« Tilt, Alloy runs
« Spoiler, Cassette

1995 TRANS AM GT 4l

\ » Polo green w/ Tan Leather * Automatic

+ Air Conditioning o-Tops

. All the standard GT features

LEASE

1995 FULL-SIZE PICKEPMASIIN |

. * Reg. cab « Cassette
* Automatic « ABS Brakes
- * Air Conditioning

_ 5 g 522,995. :
3 free Rustproofing
HURRY |N ~ Only these 6 1995s remain "

‘All sale prices are plus freight & \gees. ** Leases are for 36 months and have cash or trade down
equivalents of ~ $2000 for Firefty and Grand Am: and $5000 for Trans Am and Pickup. Taxes.on gdown
payment, first month and security deposit due on delivery. OAC. Cars may not be exactly as shown.

PONTIAC « BUICK « CADILLAC




