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By KIM ARNOTT
Special to The Champion

A decision by Halton separate school board trustees to ban non-
. Catholics frem school ¢ouncils will do more to damage the
S (Catholic school system than protect it, says one angry parent.

“This board has done more to harm its future thanto help it,”
said Brad McKay, moments after trustees voted seven 1o five (o
S approve the new policy “If they don't have room for parents |
© don't think they have a viable system,” said the Burlington parent.

Mr. McKay, a non-Catholic parent with two children in the sep-
arate system, wanted the right to sit on the councils which ‘will
spon take over some decision-making power at local schools.

An initiative of the provincial government, the council intent 1s
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the school decisi?ln-making process.

“It’s not just those of the Catholic faith who have a stake in this
board,” Mr. McKay told trustees.

But several trustees expressed concern that allgwing non-
Catholics to sit on the councils could weaken the entiré’ system
and eventually result in the downfall of separate education.

“I don’t feel that any one person is going to undermine our sys-
tem, but | do know that in the near future our system is going to
be challenged,” said Oakville Trustee Maggie Jessup Natale,

But Father Ronald Cote, a Burlington trustee and priest, argued
that allowing Mr. McKay and other non-Catholics onto the coun-
cils would help build a united Catholic community, not threaten it.

Of the 373 marriages which took place in Halton parishes n
1994, 42 per cent were mixed-faith marriages between Catholics
and non-Catholics, noted Father Cote.

Some parents angry as norn-Catholiés excluded

HOW THEY VOTED:

For the policy: .. Against the policy:
Mary Lou Loughiin (Milton) FWM Cote (Bur)
Ed Viana (Oak) Ahce LeMay (Oak)
Maggie Jessup Natale (Oak) Kevin O'Connor (Oak)
Joe Deoni (Milton) Pat Weber (Burl)
Krys Binkley (Burl) . Gerry O'Halloran (Oak)
Genevieve Dowson (Burl)
Don Schrenk (Oak)

He estimated that 40-50 per cent of the board’s students come
from a household where only one parent is Catholic.
“We teach the children to respect”both parents and | think we

need to do that,” he said.
" Janette Nosella, a Catholic parent with children at Ascensioh
school, expressed dismay at the board’s decision.

“Let's move.on with how our society has changed. | don’t think
that means the destruction of the Catholic faith,” she said.

Describing the decision to exclude non-Catholics as judgmental,
intolerant and archaic, Ms Nosella suggesied the board should
consider excluding Catholicswho don’t attend church regularly.

But trustees did hear from one Burlington parent who suppodts
the all-Catholic policy.

Gloria Lagace, co-president of the Church-Parent-Teacher
ASsociation at St. Mark’s school, said that the vast majority of
parents at that school are in favor of keeping councils completely
Catholic.

“Sometimes decisions have to be made for the betterment of the
whole and not just the few,” she argued. _

Mr. McKay says he is still considering his next move, but
doesn’t intend to give up the fight agaihst the policy yet. He says'
he may contact provincial and education ministry officials about'
the board's decision, which he sees as clearly discriminatory.

“Many of (the trustees), I don't think, know the meaning of dis-
cnimmation,’” he said.

While non-Catholic parents, will be excluded from sitting on
school councils under the new policy, they will be allowed to take
part ih committees which report'back o the council.

New volunteer award

Governor General Roméo Leblanc wants to recognize
Canadian caregivérs and volunteers.

“It’s time. to give something back to the givers,” said the Gov-
emor General in regards to his new award.

The award recognizes unpaid, voluntary contributions only.
Winners must havg provided care or service to an indivifual,
group, community service or other humanitarian dause.
Nominees must have served for several years or have made an
éxtraordinary contribution over a short duration.

Send nominations to The Governor General’s Caring Canadian
Award, Rideau Hall, 1 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ont., K1A OA1.
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to involve parents, teachers, students and community members in
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4 our Get your furnace and air
Peace-Of-Mind
“spring trainin
program.

PEACE

OF
MIND
SERVICE

PROGRAMS

conditic’ner in shape with
our ‘Peace-Of-Mind’ pre-
ventative service packages.
This quri_hg. get your natural
gas heating and cooling
equipment in shape with
Unign Gas. We'll a,r"r‘ange a

convenient day or evening

appoeintment and our tech-
_nician will inspect, cleéan and
service® your equipment
f::'omr top-to-bottom for dn
affordable, all-inclusive price.

Our ‘Peace-Of-Mind’ Spring
Service Packages include;

579.95*
795
5139

Jane, | think
we could use
a little
spring training.
f

_ ‘Peace-Of-Mind’
] Air Conditioner
Spring Start-Up

‘Peace-Of-Mind’
End-of-Season
Furnace Service

'Pme—Of-Hind' ‘ ’UIIE 13 . 16, 1996

Combo Package

Furnace and
Air Conditioner

PLUS gz 53995
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Looking for volunteers
lo participate in the Grand Festival

Parade on Saturday June 15 as banner

Service SAVE 520

-

carriers. Ideally the volunteers will be

Hurry! Call your between the ages of 10 fo 14 years of

local Union Gas Office today:

1-800-226-4160

Union Gas
Energy For You

*These packages are for our residentlil customers ‘
only, on approved credit. Prices do not ipciude GST,

replacement parts, or labour on replacerment parts.

age. As a volunteer you will receive a

festival t-shirt and the chance to*
participate in the largest annual
outdoor masic festival in Ontario.
Please call 333-6364 and tell them

you want lo carry a parade banner.
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